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Working on the Great Lakes 

By Laramie C. Dent 

CHW Marroul Opt r*tof sad Inspector of Ibc Ukr likhltfiD DUlakw 


W IRELESS operators coming 
from either coast to the 
Great Lakes invariably wonder at what 
seem to be very short distances worked 
with wireless when compared with the 
distances worked on the ocean. This 
deficiency in transmission and recep¬ 
tion of wireless messages on the Great 
Lakes is generally attributed to the 
prevailing atmospherical condition*, 
the proximity rif boats iu the shore and 
the sire of the boats compared with 
the great ocean liners. 

In discussing the subject of atmos¬ 
pherical conditions on the Great Lakes 
it may he stated that (his is one question 
pertaining to wireless telegraphy to 
which scientists not alone here hut all 
over the world are giving the closest 
attention. 

I pon this condition more than any 
other depends the success or failure of 
radio transmission it is no longer a 
quest ion of apparatus* With the me¬ 
chanical problems solved, the atmos¬ 
pherical conditions are next to far un¬ 
derstood and overcome. The master¬ 
ing of these should mean absolute suc¬ 
cess in radio communication 

There is no standard scale or meas¬ 
ure which we use to show the effect 
of the atmosphere on wireless waves; 
however, we may compare the effect in 
one |>ortion of the globe with that of 
another |>oruun and draw some inter¬ 
esting conclusions therefrom. 

\\ c will compare the effect of con¬ 
ditions on (he Great Lakes with the 
effect in another locality, say, the Pa¬ 
cific Coast. 


It will lie* noticed first that there are 
two conditions of atmosphere to he 
considered. They are: absorption and 
static* Absorption effects the trans¬ 
mission of signals and the static effects 
the reception of signals. Tin- absorp¬ 
tion of waves by the atmosphere is in- 
huildy greater on the Great I-akes than 
on the Pacific Coast; due to the air 
containing le*$ moisture on inland 
lakes than on the toast, and to the 
>uns ray* having less penetrating and 
absorbing effect there than on the 
lakes. Willi the limited knowledge ob¬ 
tained relative to absorption of waves 
a satisfactory explanation of the phe¬ 
nomena cannot W given, but, like the 
fundamental of electric waves, elec¬ 
tricity, we deal with its effect, not its 
dements. It will suffice to say then, 
that this is an effect of conditions not 
to he overlooked and this effect is more 
pronounced in the vicinity of the Great 
Lakes than in any other part of this 
country. 

Static, the electrical condition of the 
atmosphere, varies in different portions 
of the country. Static and electrical 
storms arc very had on the Great Lakes 
in the summer, but are not so obstruct¬ 
ive in the winter. The heaviest static 
an operator has to contend with on the 
lakes is on bright but sultry and hot 
days, but on the Pacific the only static 
that interferes with signals is found 
at night, for while there art no electri¬ 
cal storms on (he Pacific Coast and one 
never sees lightning and seldom hears 
thunder, on the lakes lightning Hashes 
come in on the aerial in such quantity 
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as to he dangerous to life nnd projierty. 
ft may be stated that static does not 
cause the signals to become weak, but, 
on the contrary, seems to make them 
stronger, but the static itself makes so 
much noise in the receivers that the 
signals arc rendered unreadable. There 
is always more or less static on the 
lakes, while on the Pacific it is infre¬ 
quent and never so strong as on the 
lakes. 

Proximity of lioats to the land: We 
know that the earth absorbs electric 
waves more readily than water, conse¬ 
quently a greater distance will be 
worked by a wireless set over water 
than over laud. Let us see how this 
works out on the lakes. The boats are 
always close to the shore, and this has 
its effect on the waves sent out from 
them, 

Lake Michigan may l*c used as an 
example. A boat will easily work from 
one side to the other, hut to work from 
the north end of this lake to the south 
end requires a high power station. In 
a sense, this would he working over 
water all the way, hut as the width of 
(he water is very small compared with 
the length, I he land has apparently the 
same effect as if waves were being sent 
entirely over land Ether waves trav¬ 
eling from one end of Lake Michigan 
to the other mav lie compared to the 
How of water m a small pipe. The fric¬ 
tion on the pipe holds the water back 
lo a great extent, in the same way that 
the shore lines on each side of the lake 
interfere with the waves traveling 
between them. Every point of land 
extending into the lake catches these 
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Waves and absorbs them, and every 
body of water extending into the land 
forms a basin which acts as a conden¬ 
ser and loads itself with electric energy 
from these waves. 

The sue of the vessels: The ships 
on the lakes, as a rule, are very much 
smaller than (hose on the ocean. This 
limits the size of the aerial which can 
be used, and, generally speaking, the 
higher the aerial wires the better the 
results obtained from the wireless set. 

Yet, with all the disadvantages, the 
vessels on the Great Lakes have better 
wireless protection than those off either 
coast, for there are more bud stations 
in operation to-day on Lake Michigan 
than on the Pacific Coast from Canada 
to Mexico It must be remembered 
that in case of accident to a ship it is 
not so important to be able to work 
with some station several hundred 
miles away. The station close at hand 
which would he able to inform a nearby 
ihip of the disabled vessel’s plight so 
ihe rescuing craft may speed to her 
assistance without delay, is the station 
of greatest consequence and benefit. 
So we on the Great Lakes are not at 
any great disadvantage, even if we do 
not work the long ranges of the ocean¬ 
going vessels 



☆ REPRINTED FROM MAY IS 13 ISSUE THE MARCONIGRAPH 



ASTABULA LIGHT HOUSE ENTRANCE 1933 


HISTORICAL EDITION - EARLY DAY WIRELESS ON THE GREAT LAKES 































Back to Index 


Digital Media © K2TQN 2012 


SPARKS JOURNAL 7-1 


I THE GREAT LAKES 



SPARKS JOURNAL QUARTERLY , 

\SL-fe/ K l 


SPARKS JOURNAL USPS 365-OSO 


Published quarterly for our professional members with issues scheduled 
for Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter ( although not so marked) by the Soc* 
iety of wireless Pioneers Inc., a non-profit organization, chartered as 

SUCH UNDER THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF CALIF. COPIES ARE FURNISHED*T0 
SUSTAINING MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY WHO PAY FOR SAME THROUGH DUES. A 
LIMITED NUMBER OF PUBLICATIONS ARE MAILED WITHOUT COST *0 SELECTED TECH¬ 
NICAL INSTITUTIONS. COLLEGES. UNIVERSITIES. LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS AND THE 
NATIONAL AND STATE ARCHIVES THAT HAVE REQUESTED COPIES OF SOCIETY PUB¬ 
LICATIONS FOR REFERENCE OR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES. 


PLEASE D 

ADDRESS! 


£SS: p.o. box 530. Santa Rosa, Calif., 95402 - U.S.A. 
TTLl INQUIRIES AND CORRESPONDENCE. INCLUDING CHANGES OF 


ETC.. FCR EXPEDITIOUS ATTENTION AND HANDLING. 


EDITORIAL OFF I CE:3366-15 MENDOCINO AVENUE. SANTA ROSA. CA 95401 USA. 

< TELEPHONE /Q//542-0898) EDITOR AND PUBLISHER - WILLIAM A. BRENIKAN 

The primary purpose and objective of the Society is that of collecting. 

RESEARCHING. AND RECORDING THE HISTORY OF COMMUNICATIONS - PARTICULARLY 
THAT WHICH RELATES TO HERTZIAN WAVES AND THE WIRELESS OR RADIO-TELEGRAPH 
MODE OF THE ART. 

Every effort is made to assure the validity and authenticity of material 

PUBLISHED HEREIN. HOWEVER, THE SOCIETY AND ITS OFFICERS ASSUME NO 
RESPONSIBILITY OR LIABILITY FOR ERROR/S. MANUSCRIPTS AND ARTICLES PUB¬ 
LISHED, EXPRESS THE OPINION AND VIEW OF THE AUTHOR SUBMITTING AND DO NOT 
NECESSARILY AGREE WITH THOSE OF THE SOCIETY OR ITS OFFICERS. 

SECOND CLASS POSTAGE HAS BEEN PAID AT SANTA ROSA, CA 95402. PLEASE SEND 
'5/9 TO THE SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS. INC.. IF COPY CAN 


POSTAL FORM 3 
NOT BE DELIVERED. 


PLEASE FURNISH NEW FORWARDING ADDRESS IF POSSIBLE. 


WE WILL TAKE REASONABLE CARE WITH PICTURES. MANUSCRIPTS AND LIKE MATERIAI 

received. However, the Society and its officers will not accept any 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR DAMAGE OR LOSS TO SUCH MATERIAL. THOSE REQUESTING 
RETURN OF MATERIAL FURNISHED SHOULD INCLUDE S.A.S.E.TO COVER RETURN 
AND/OR REPLY.ALL PHOTOGRAPHS SENT SHOULD BE IDENTIFIED ON BACKSIDE RE: 
NAME OF SENDER AND CAPTION OR NARATIVE COVERIN6 WHAT/WHO IS PICTURED. 


PUBLICATION DATE 



SPARKS JOURNAL 
SEPTEMBER 20, 1984 
VOL. 7 No. 1 
GREAT LAKES EDITION 


OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 


Non-profit Historical Organization 


Socttfy ofo LViteUii fiionQ*xi 9 3nc* 


Founded 1968 by Wilt tom A. Bremmon 


OFFICERS 


President - Judge Jemes Mervey Brown 
Secretory (Exec) Wllltom A. Bremmsn 
Treasurer - Locin C. DeMerritt 
| Vice Presidents - Functions) 

Senior - John J. Kelleher - Acting. 
Membership - John N. El wood 
PAR Activities - Theodors K. Phelps (•) 
Chapters - Paul N. Dene - Acting 
International - Brandon Wentworth 
Awards - John Swafford - acting 
Finance A Audita - Eben K. Cady 


DIRECTORS SOWP CHAPTERS 


Earlif Sails of WtrdpHH 


XI- 


A Hiotorual iRrrorii 


BOARD BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

Prof. Herbert J. Scott - Berkeley 
Chairman 

Eric Waltar - Switzerland 
Fred Rosebury - Natick Me. 
Emerson R. Mehrlmg, Fairfax, VA 
Mario G. Abernathy, San Diego, CA 
Robert Gleason, Annapolis, Md. 
Joseph A. Falbo, Irvine, CA 
Fred Mangetedorf, Sonoma, CA 
Earl W. Baker, Pt. Orchard WA 

AREA LIAISON A COORDINATION 


Greet Britain - John A. Edwarda 
HJE. USA Ed. G. Raear 
Graet Lakes Area - Ero Erickson 
S^. USA - « 

Pacific N.W. V.N Conredt-Eberlin 
Australia-So. Pac. # 

Northern Europe - Corns I is Glerum 
Switzerland - Southern Europe, Eric Welter 
Peru (Lime) - Jose Contreras 
India A SW Asia - Dady S. Major 
Gulf Coast A Cerb. - Harry A. Meclersn 

MEMBERSHIP DUES - $10.00 par calender p 
New members . EXTRA COPIES this 
If available. 


(I) Golden Gate (9F area) Paul N. Dene 

(II) Yankee Clipper (New England) f 

(III) de Forest (L>. area) Robt. C. Wohoeky 
(Wl Star of Indie (So. Calif) Robt. C. Farris 
(VI Jack Binne (Pac. N.W.) 

IV11 Marconi - Western Canada - WmJ».Corson 
(VII) Capt. Cook ( Hawaii) Robt. M. »ydar 
[VIII| Taxas Araa I 

(IX) Arizona SW. Charles R. Sewell 

(X) Capital Area (Washn. D.C.) John J. Kelleher 

(XI) Pickerill - NY-NJ Areee) T.G.KIIpatrk* 

(XII) Ak>he-Cept. Cook (Hawed) Robt. Snyder 


(XIV) Inland Seas - GtXafces - Ted Phelps 
(XVI) Gonzales - Vcr. lskJ.BC -Len. A. Poleck 

(XV) Canadian Gt. Lakes - Kenneth J. Taylor 

(XVI) Gonzales - Vcr told. - Leonard Polack 
(XVIII) No la-Gulf Coast - i 

# Inactive (A) Acting Oirector. 

FOREIGN 

Switzerland - Elelweiss - Eric Walter 
Great Britain - John A. Edwards. 

Australia, So. Seas t 

Nader lands - N. Europe - Cornelua Glerum 
So. Africa and India (inactive) 

HQ. STAFF 

Wm A. Breniman - Exec. Secretary 
Betty Lou Brown - Sec. A Records 
Ruth Breniman - Staff Assistant. 

Elmar Burgman - Staff Aide - Archivist 
Staff Correspondents: Eben K. Cady 

EDITORIAL STAFF 

Wllltom A. Breniman - Editor-Publisher 

Prof. HJ. Scott - Historian 

Thorn L. Ms yes - Technical Editor. 

Donald de Neuf - Special Aeeianments 


or 3 years 125.00 (Plus initiation fee $Si>0 for 
ue: Members $3.50 each. Non-Members $5.00 

October 


IN THIS EDITION 


J7U 'itland Stcu rfmcUca 

article s of historic inte rkst Click on Index item below 

Page Title of Article - Author or Source 

I. Great Lakes Edition - “The Early Days (1913) 

By - Laramie C. Dent - Chief Operator - Marconi Mirelest 

4. Wireless on the Great Lakes - 1916 by Harold Burhop (D) 

6. Great Lake Station Call Letters - Harold Burhop - 

7. Sister Ships of the Great Lakes - R.P. Thetreau 
The Eastland Disaster in Chicago River - T.L.Wirtz 

8. •Grandpa’s Steamboat Days’ - Ross V. cutting 

13. My Six Years on the Great Lakes - Lloyd L. Arnold 
Station - “WME m - Duluth -Roy Closs 

14. Early Great Lake Excursions - “Doc“ Charles M. Dibble 

15. The Great Lakes - A step back in time - Ralph Polkman 

18. (Historical Paperl - ’FACSIMILE" - Enigma or Sleeping Giant ? 
bg Donald K. deMeuf. /Continued on Pages 19 and 2 57. 

20. The IHLAMD SEAS BEACON - A Salute to our Inland Seas Chapter 
Theodore K. Phelps - Director. 

21m "End of an Bra* - Lake Cruise ships sail no aore. 

22. The Ana Arbor Perries - George X. At. Collier (Polkman cartoon) 

24m "Spark* on Anchor-Line " Octorara 

You can't fumigate a ship in the middle of Lake Huron — 

Bg -fl. Powell Devis 

26. EARLY CA UADI AN WIRELESS STATIONS OP THE GREAT LAKES - 
Cypriot Perland 

28 . Log of a Lake Erie Rescue - W. H. Jones. 

29. Bucking the Great Lakes Ice Jams - Vi reless Age 1916-Repro. 

30. "Deep Preeze" - Ralph Polkman 

Time A Tide took toll of Liners on the Great Lakes. 

31. STORMS OP THE GREAT LAKES 

32. Buffalo's Lighthouse 

33. Mackinac Island's “Ttolly" Tellefson — Wireless Pioneer 

34. NEWS CLIPS - Wireless and Nautical History was made on 

the Lakes. (Prom Newspapers - Yellow with age). 

36. DICTIONARY OP TECHNICAL TERMS - Reprint of the 1915 Year 
Book of Wireless Telegraph A Telephone ( Interpretation in 
several languages). (Also on pages 37 and 38. 

37. Radio Inspectors (OS) of the Great Lakes from 1912 - f930 

38. PRIZE CARTOON - Ralph Polkman's "Best". 

39. The Lake Erie Episode - Generator "QRM" the Culprit. Polkman 

40. INLAND SEAS PASSENGER A CRUISE SHIPS 


A SEAMAN'S MEDITATION 


When 1 set out on a voyage, 1 think of the 
voyage the Lord tends roe on, a voyage 
through life. 

When 1 look up at my ship, my home for 
the next few weeks of the sea voyage. I look 
at myself, for I am in my very being just an 
empty vessel carrying my soul on such a 
voyage. 

From the bridge I watch the hows part the 
calm sea as we move slowly out of harbor, so 
then I remember how gently I am guided out 
into the streams of life to face all that might 
come across ray course. 

When I see a fog hank, I think of the un¬ 
known, the hidden rocks, the hazards of life 
that I must be able to deal with- Bui when 1 
turn to the Radar, my everseeing eye in times 
such as these, so then do I see Christ, my 
guide, my friend, my aid in steering my vessel 
clear of such hazards. 

1 look at the Helmsman, and 1 think of 
Christ my unfaltering Helmsman, I look at the 
Auto Pilot, and I think of Him ever true to 
the course of my voyage, keeping my vessel 
from straying off the shipping lanes. 

When I visit the engine room and see those 
massive engines driving this ship through 
these waters, so do I remember the Power of 
Faith and Prayer, giving roe the will to plough 


on through the seas which separate me from 
my destination. 

Looking at the Anchor Chain, those great 
heavy steel links all combining to make one 
strong cord of steel, then do f remember all 
the links in my chain. Faith, Prayer, Belief, 
Trust, and at the end of my chain, Christ, 
my anchor, my tether to keep me from stray¬ 
ing into troubled waters, but to stay and 
weather out the storm. 

And as I near my destination I see the tugs 
come to meet me and assist me alongside the 
Berth, so then do I think of so many friends 
of Christ who come to assist me when I am 
unable to manage alone. 

Once the vessel is alongside the Berth and 
the gangways put in place. I glance round 
the bridge, no more the mellow green glow 
from the navigating instruments, no more the 
movement of the rompasa or the clicking of 
the Gyro repeater. I glance at the Engine 
Room Telegraph and see the pointers at 'Fin¬ 
ished with Engines', so then do 1 think of my 
human vessel and realize that it is time to 
cast it off and go ashore, and as I set foot on 
land. His land. I am sure 1 shall hear Him 
call ‘My Son* . . and 1 shall answer gladly 
.. Father . ,. I'm Home.* 
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During my early years in Radio, I found that nothing was ’status- 
quo. 1 When I thought I had found the * ultimate 1 in a coherer de¬ 
tector, it was not long before the electrolytic was the rage and 
the coherer went overboard. Just as we became comfortable with 
the electrolytic detector, along came the crystals (galena, carbor¬ 
undum, etc.) and made the electrolytic detector, a 'pile-of-junk!'_ 

Then came the audiotrons and tubes in various si/es, shapes and types 

The big ’earthquake' in radio came with the invention of the transis¬ 
tor and all of a sudden ’solid-state’ was ’’IN" and all of our other 
highly sophisticated communication equipment was "OUT".! It all 
goes to prove, of course, that Radio had been about as fickle as 
style changes in clothing. The hats we wore from the Oerbys, on 
through the Hamburg years, to wide and narrow brims, caps, country 
westerns, Tam o’Shanters and now the miniturized sombreros. All 
designed to 'churn 1 the market and cause us to be disenchanted with 
the stuff" and spend our money on the new "IN" stuff. The 
constant change in feminine attire is not the only field affected by 
the capriciousness and vicissitudes of life* Witness the constant 

changes in the communications and electronics fields — and-you 

ain't seen nothin' yet! The Utopian Era may be close but it isn't 
just around the corner* 

In Greek mythology, the Gods gave Pandora a box with the admoni¬ 
tion 'never open it 1 ! She did, of course and it released all of our 
worldly ills. During my 'salad-days' as a youthful entrepreneur, 
owning a retail radio store in the City of Los Angeles, (circa 1923) 

I held the agency for a small crystal radio set trademarked "Pan¬ 
dora's Box" which sold by the hundreds. 

Six decades have rolled by since then and I often wonder if- 

"What Marconi and his early day colleague -- pioneers in the fields 
of science and electricity -— "had wrought"? Was if the real Pan¬ 
dora’s Box which I helped impose upon mankind? "Wireless" was 
the magic word, but its origin was not Greek - hence, hopefully, the 
anthithesis of what the tittle box was capable of doing to us from 
the ancient world of mythology. 

...Or, did I give a 'king-size' shove in releasing all of today's ills 
upon mankind in my zealous effort to make a few 'fast-bucks' on 
those little boxes that sold like 'hot-cakes'? | suspect we will 
never know for sure but think of the pressure "Ye Ed" must have 
had to endure these many years! 

This issue of the Sparks Journal is a step back in time to allow us 
to savor life the way it was on the Great Lakes during the early de¬ 
cades of our century* I am sure some wilt enjoy this voyage as we 

read about life -as it was years ago and when the pace was not 

as hectic as it is today. 

During my GAA days, I was called upon to check out an interference 
problem the Pere Margette Ferry boats were experiencing on their 
run between Ludington and Manitowoc* It seems that one of our 
radio range stations was too close to their assigned working frequency ; 
I was able to change our frequency and solve their problem. During j 
my trips on these large ferry boats, I experienced a taste of "fresh j 
water sailing* and was quite fascinated with them. I know that many ♦ 
of our members 'broke-in* on the Lakes, then made the big jump to J 
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The Radio Club of America, founded in 1909 in the age of arc 
lights, horse cars and side wheel ferry boats, has, over the years 
become one of the nost outstanding organizations in the radio-tele 
graph and communications field. The Club celebrated its 75th 
Birthday on Mov. 18 1983 . A gala evening at the hew York Athletic 
Club made the "Diamond Jubilee Banquet " an outstanding event. 

Pictured above (right) is RCofA President Fred If. Link, receiving 
the Society of Wireless Pioneer ‘s “WIRELESS ACHIEVEMENT AWARD* in 
recognition of his many accomplishments . Mr. Link is probably 
best known as the "Father of Land Mobile Radio. m He was long 
associated with Dr. bee de Forest and later founded Link Radio 
which built and supplied much FM equipment for the Army Signal 
Corps overseas during Mf-II. He was also a leader in putting 
FM Technology into the hands of policemen over the United States 
and is a recognized leader in FM communication as well as Cellu¬ 
lar radio and digital applications - a major challenge for today's 
professionals . 

The Radio Club of America in turn presented their "Fellowship m 
awards to Society members Paul M. Dane and William A. Breniman . 

This year, The Radio Club will further honor the Society of Mire- 
less Pioneers by presenting its Founder and the Editor of the 
Society's publications and Historical Papers with their annual 
Ralph Batcher Award which is an honor conferred for . "assisting 
substantially in preserving the History of Radio and Electronic 
Communications *. Other SQWP members who have received this 
recognition in past years include Morgan McMahon (TA-36} r 1976; 
Bruce Kelley - {TA-+15I1978 ; Robert Merriam - [TA-163} 19 79/ Bd. 
Raser (35SGPJ 1980; Louis Ramsey Moreau — fTA-25/ 1982 and Joseph 
R. Pavek - fTA-57/ 1983. 
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William C. "fli21* Willmot invites ell SOUP members in theflorida 
are* to *eet with and attend the monthly lunches of the QUCA mem¬ 
bers. held on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 11 JOa- atSatsbu^ 
Cocoa Beach, FL. Guests always welcowe. Bill Willmot s QTH, 1630 

Venus St., Merritt Island, FL 32935. Ham Call - K4TF. 

PAGS MAGNIFIERS 

5e"7u^T7Tew"Teft - $2.75 each Give 4X magnification. Helpful to 
members with reading problems . Sicellent for small print- 

all sustaining we»bers in about 2 weeks. 
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Salt Water Sailing. Some stayed - others returned. I hope this will 


furnish, for our many members, a legacy of wonderful memories. 


i 


Bill I 
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be included in this issue on the Great Lakes. Me will try to 
include those left in the next issue which will carry wany stones 
unpublished - Tales of the Wireless Pioneers. 


Society of Wireless Pioneers Inc. P.O.Box 530, Santa Rosa, Calif. USA. 
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: Harold J. Burhop, SSP 99 


I had the pleasure of operating stations WMX, WDR, NAJ, WMW and 
WGO to name a few - plus ships on the Great Lakes from 1916 
until 1921. 

The station at DULUTH ( WDM ) was located on top of the 700* 
hill upon which Duluth is built and could be reached via an inclined 
railway which has long since disappeared. Mackinac Island pro¬ 
hibits motor vehicles on the island, but at one time Operator Tel- 
lefson ferried his car to the island and ran it up the hill to the 
station. After the arrest, Tellefson fought the charge but lost out. 
"WMX" at Manistique was located in a railroad box-car alongside 
the Ann Arbor R. R. station. "WMW" at MANITOWOC had the un¬ 
usual distinction of being located on top of the Rahr Bros. Brewery. 
"WBL" Buffalo was serviced with 25 cycle AC and so the rotary 
gap had the 25-cycle purr in it and could be instantly recognized. 
"WGO" CHICAGO was on top of the Congress Hotel and "WME" 
MILWAUKEE was on top of the Railway Exchange Building. 

There were 16 American and 8 Canadian shore stations on the Great 
Lakes at that time. Of the 14 American MARCONI stations, all 
but one had the old 2KW UNITED WIRELESS "coffin" transformers 
with the 40,000 Volt secondary, condenser consisting of a dozen ley- 
den jars in series-parallel in a mahogany holder, the Marconi I' 
brass disc and rotating stud for the spark gap. 

"WGO" at Chicago had a 500 cycle quenched gap transmitter. The 
eight Canadian shore stations had identical 240 cycle synchronous 
transmitters with "pump-handle" keys and they sounded so similar 
that you couldn't tell which one you were hearing until you caught 
the call letter. "NAJ" had a 5 KW 500-cycle spark and a 30 KW 
arc set. 

There were almost 100 passenger ships and over 400 freighters and 
railroad car ferries operating on the Great Lakes. Most of these 
carried operators. WFD, the S.S. NEVADA, was a modern ice¬ 
breaker commissioned in 1915, and was chartered in the Spring by 
the Coast Guard to assist in opening a channel through the ice of 
the "Straits of Mackinac" and Whitefish Bay in Lake Superior. 

The SS CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS was a passenger whaleback, 
shaped like a huge fat cigar. There were quite a few whaleback 
freighters, now entirely done away with. Some of the older pas¬ 
senger ships, such as the SHEBOYGAN, CITY OF DETROIT, SEE- 
ANDBEE and others, were sidewheelers. "WCA", the SS Juniata, 
already old in 1916, has been modernized and converted into the 
"SS MILWAUKEE CLIPPER" and is still crossing the lake on sche¬ 
dule. 

My first 1916 "Lake Trip" was on "WCD", the S^. OCTORARA. 

The ship docked at the Kemp Docks in Sault Ste. Marie. We went 
to see the sights in the city with Eric Lyons, first OPerator. We 
got back just in time to see the Octorara about 100* from the 
docks. Lyons asked me if I could run? I told him I could, so he 
said„."Lets run for it" so we started ouU~and run we did. For 
about a mile and a half to the Soo Locks, just in time to step 
aboard as the Octorara was locking through. We apparently were 



not missed. At the Soo, the U. S. Steel service ship OJIBWAY will 
run alongside freighters plyina the St. Marv's River connecting Lakes 
Superior and Huron, and with her own hoists deliver groceries and 
supplies. At Detroit a mail boat operates similarly on the Detroit 
River connecting Lakes Erie and St. Clair. Iron ore, wheat and 
coal are the principle lake vessel cargoes. 

Some of the pre World War 1 operators were Messrs. Dent, Marconi 
Manager at Chicago WGO, Wilkensen at WME Milwaukee, Biesemeyer 
at WMN Manitowoc, Tellefson at WHO Mackinac Island, Judge at 
WMX Manistique, Mowery at WLD Ludington; Slyfield at WFK Frank¬ 
fort; Lyons and Burhop on the SS Octorara; Piersol on the Nevada, 
Alabama, Virginia, Georgia and others; Matthews and Prenzel on the 
Carolina, Tellefson on the Christopher Co I urn bus ;o the r pre-war (WW-1) 
operators included Dibbell on the S. S. EASTLAND when it turned 
over in Chicago Harbor in 1914 with the loss of almost 1,000 lives; 
O'Keefe on the Yacht Lydonia. The SS Nevada carried Kllbourne 
and Clark equipment. 

When navigation opens in March, the Coast Guard ice-breakers 
open a channel through the ice of Whitefish Bay into Lake Superior 
which almost never freezes over. Ships are held at the Soo, then 
escorted through the ice. Watching a convoy of 27 freighters and 
2 cutters makes a very fascinating sight. 

The Soo locks have 4 locks in parallel on the American side, plus 
one on the Canadian side. They can also be used simultaneously. 

The new second lock, under modernization and construction for 4 
years has just reopened. It is 1,200 feet long, 110 feet wide and 
31 feet deep. It is the largest lock in the world. The Soo locks 
handle more tonnage than Panama and Suez combined - even before 
Suez was closed by the latest conflict and they are the busiest locks 
in the world. During a peak year they average better than 130 
ships a day for the entire 9 months of the navigation season. 

There are several canals on the Great Lakes waterway. The "Port¬ 
age" Ship Canal cuts through the Keweenaw Pennirtsula near Hough¬ 
ton, Michigan. The Sturgeon Bay Canal cuts through the Door 
Country Peninsula at Sturgeon Bay, Wise. The Neebish Rock Cut 
in the St. Mary's River provides a separate downbound channel. 

Now the "wireless" and operators have largely been replaced by 
radiophone equipment handled by the skippers and their mates. The 
Straits of Mackinac ferries have been replaced by the great Mac¬ 
kinac Bridge which is 5 miles long, 155' above the water, and the 
suspension cables containing 42,000 miles of cable wire are over two 






HAROLD BURHOP - Charter Member 99-SGP was 
one of the early-day "fresh-water" sailors on the 
Great Lakes. The "Salt-water" boys sometimes 
like to refer to the "Lake" Ops in somewhat less 
than a reverent manner, however sailing the 
Lakes had problems that made ever the Salt-water 
boys respect. Did you ever go through a "blow" 
on Superior ? If so, you would settle for a West 
Indies hurricane most any time. 

Harold, one of our Charter members was a per¬ 
sonal friend of your editor. He was Chief of my 
'Mobile Radio Section' when I was Chief of the 
Radio Branch in the CAA's Regional office at 
Chicago, circa 1946-50. A very wonderful person. 
His knowledge of Lake History and the "Lore of 
the Lakes" could keep one interested for hours. 

Regretfully, "Hal" became a Silent Key on July 
2, 1971. This story was written by him for the 
first issue of the Society's "Ports O' Call" in 
1968. We are happy to reprint it in his memory. 
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Commenting on the foregoing article by Hal Burhop, member Charles 
O. "Sam" Slyfield said the following should be included: Tom Joynes, 
Frankfort (WFK); Lewis Hull , Manistique (WMX); Tom Fountain, 
Milwaukee (WME); Joe Claris Ludington (WLD); Al Miller, also WLD; 
Q.R. Redfern , and Melvin Ellis f Duluth (WDM). Also Erinie Nelson , 
Calumet (WCM), E. A. Nicholas was Supt. of Marconi Co* at Cleve¬ 
land (WCX) and A* E. Jackson , Construction Supvr. for Marconi at 
Cleveland. J. F, Dillon was the ONLY R, I, in the whole Great 

Lakes area in 1915 but later it was divided into two parts with S. W. 

Edwards, R. I* at Detroit and E. A, Beane , R. I, at Chicago. In¬ 
cidentally, ^Sam" built the first radio compass ever used on Lake 
Michigan as an experiment. This was in 1922. 

Another SWP member - Charles M. Dibbell - (307-SGP) was also a 
"Lakes" Op. but before "Sam's" time. "Doc" Dibbell was on the 
Lakes in 1909 at Duluth (DM), He was on the S. S. Eastland in 
1915 when she tipped over at the Clark Street Bridge with loss 
of about 900 lives. Due to hostility toward the crew of the ship 
after the accident, Doc was assigned to the S. $. Minnesota (Chi¬ 
cago-Buffalo) by L, C. Dent who was Div. Supt. for Marconi. Other 

Ops. recalled by Doc include Tom Joynes at TM (Grand Marais) 

1910 and Rosco O. Redfern Chief at Duluth with Jimmy Grote. 

Another "Lakes" operator and a good friend and shipmate of "Sam" 
Slyfield is member Robert O. "Bob" Cook (352-P) who was Sound 
Director for the Walt Disney Studios. He became acquainted with 
Hal Burhop (99-SGP), deceased (Cancer) - 7-2-71 at Rochester, MN) 
while in high school at NTV/WMW. Bob attended Dodge Radio School 
at Valpariso and worked Great Lakes ships and stations until 1927, 

Bob helped to originate the first West Coast NATIONWIDE B. C* 
Network program with Paul Whitman for Old* Gold. He was shipmates 
with Sam at WFK Frankfort. Hal Burhop saw early service on the 
Lakes when he took out the SS OCTORARA/WCD in the year 1916. 
Later after a stint in LiSN, he was the CAA for many years. 

| Continued on Riga fi| 


Wireless History was 

Harold I. Burhop, SGP 99 

feet in diameter (244"). Incidently the only time that pedestrians 
are permitted on this bridge is on Labor Day forenoon, when the 
annual walks thon is put on. My wife and I have walked it twice, 
the last Labor there were 15,500 walkers. 

Much of the material for this article as requested from my old 
friend Bill Breniman is taken from memory, and therefore may con¬ 
tain some errors. I wish to thank Myron D. Piersol, W0TYW of St. 
Louis and W. C. Gross, W8BKM on Conneaut, Ohio, for supplying 
me with considerable data of value. 


SS. CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS / KC GOODRICH SS. LIMBS. CHICAGO A 
MILWAUKEE - 170 MILS. DUCK PROHBMADE OVER HALF MILE LOHG 
Picture from collection of Ray T. Warner 2J3-SGP 


made on The lakes' 


Exoinien Steamer ARIZONA wM the Gnat lakes from Cheap. Member R.6.H. "Matty' 
Mathews was Chief oe her for « lee, thee (CMI "HT/WF U 


fr/nco. 



SS m Ir&quois/KVF - Clyde SS * Co. shown at Dock, South Haven 
Michigan. From Reynold T * Warner collection. 


learners m Petosky/MDB and Perm Marguette/MM at South Haven 
Michigan. Hag Warner collection. 




GREAT LAKES LOCK SYSTEM 


My wife fell overboard about 
two hours ago. Whom should 
I notify ? 


St. Mary s Rivet 
Soo" Locks, 
24-foot lift 


Si. Clair Fiver 
Lake St Clair 
Detroit River 


Welland Canal, 
eight locks. 
326-loot lift 


International Rapids Section, 
three locks, 

93'foot lift 


Soulanges Section, 
two locks, 

94-foot lift 


Lachine Section, 
two kicks. 

39 loot lilt 


Sf Lawrence River 


Lake Superior 
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THE GREAT LAKES 


(CsntintxO tram Pagt S) 


Early Radio Stations of th e Great Lakes 

By : Harold J. Burhop, SEP 99 


Following are some of the GREAT LAKE call letters as of April 
1st, 1910: 



UNITED WIRELESS TEL. 


GOODRICH TRANSIT 

GO 

CHICAGO, ILL 

AB 

ALABAMA 

MK 

MILWAUKEE, WISC. 

BC 

VIRGINIA 

MW 

MANITOWOC, WISC. 

DC 

IOWA 

DM 

DULUTH, MINN. 

GO 

GEORGIA 

GM 

GRAND MARAIS, MINN. 

HC 

ARIZONA 

CM 

CALUMET, MICH. 

KC 

CHRIS. COLUMBUS 

HX 

LUDINGTON, MICH. 

MC 

SHEBOYGAN 

GH 

GRAND HAVEN, MICH. 

NO 

CAROLINA 

SH 

SAULT STE MARIE, MICH. 

SC 

INDIANA 

HQ 

MACKINAC ISLAND, MICH. 

NO 

CHICAGO 

GRM 

1 GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 

NORTHERN SS COMPANY 

H 

HOLLAND, MICH. 

ND 

NORTHLAND 

DS 

SOUTH HAVEN, MICH. 

NW 

NORTHWEST 

BH 

BENTON HARBOR, MICH. 

DETROIT & CLVLD TR. 

PN 

ALPENA, MICH. 

TXT - 

CITY OF CLEVELAND 

DZ 

LANSING, MICH. 

CD 

CITY OF DETROIT 

DR 

DETROIT, MICH. 

CG 

CITY OF ST. IGNACE 

MR 

MARQUETTE, MICH. 

CF 

CITY OF BUFFALO 

1C 

ISLE ROYAL, MICH. 

CP 

CITY OF ERIE 

CA 

CONNEAUT, OHIO 

CLVLD & BUFFALO SS CO. 

DX 

TOLEDO, OHIO 

CW 

'WESTERN StAteS- 

CX 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

CS 

EASTERN STATES 

KN 

ERIE, PENNA 

WOLVIN LINE 

BF 

BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

DBG - 

H. P. POPE 

GRAHAM & MORTON T. CO. 

ACME S. S. CO. 

AQ 

CITY OF BENTON HARBOR 

DAB 

AUGUSTUS WOLVIN 

PQ 

CITY OF CHICAGO 

DWA 

WARD AMES 

WQ 

CITY OF TRAVERSE 

DJG 

JAMES WALLACE 

GRAHAM & MORTON TRANS. CO. 

CALL 

LETTERS OF LAND STN 

NQ 

HOLLAND 

— 

(ABOUT 1915) 



_ c*< l 

AT ' '•v’L 

GRAND HAVEN, MICHIGAN - UGH. Early date station taken by SOUP 
member H.H.G. Mathews - 1847-SGP. Call was first Matty 

[1847-S-SGP first station was 1912 on the SS City of Chicago 
iPG/wrrJ 


SQ 


PURITAN 


SHENANGO S. S. CO. 
SND WM P. SNYDER 

SNA SHENANGO 
SNW WILPEN 

TOMLINSON LINE 


OBI SIERRA 


(UNKNOWN LINE) 


AD EASTLAND 

PROVIDENCE S. S. CO. 

DAM JAMES H. HOYT 
DGK 0. G. KERR 
DJR JAMES H. REED 

VULCAN SS COMPANY 

WB W. B. DAVOCK 

CANADIAN TOWING CO. 

JW JAMES WHALEN 

CHICAGO & DULUTH TRANS. 

MAV ALVIN 
MOI CHILI 

MFD W. H. GRATW1CH 

PERE MARQUETTE RR CO. 

PM5 PERE MARQUETTE #5 
PM17 PERE MARQUETTE #17 
PM18 PERE MARQUETTE #18 
PM19 PERE MARQUETTE #19 
PM20 PERE MARQUETTE #20 

NORTHERN MICHIGAN TRANSP. 

RN MISSOURI 
MN MANITOU 
YN ILLINOIS 

POSTAL S. S. COMPANY 

BJ JOHN J. BARLUM 
BR THOMAS BARLUM 

CHICAGO SOUTH HAVEN LINE 
BX CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 

MARQUETTE & BESSEMER NAV. 

B1 M&B #1 (Collier) 

B2 M&B #2 (Car ferry) 

MINN. TRAINING SHIP 
MS TRAINING SHIP "GOPHER" 


MARCONI WIRELESS TELEGRAPH 
COMPANY OF AMERICA 

WDM DULUTH, MINN. 

WCM CALUMET, MICH. 

WHQ MACKINAC ISL. MICH. 

WMX MANISTIQUE, MICH. 

WMW MANITOWOC, WISC. 

WME MILWAUKEE, WISC. 

WGO CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
WGH GRAND HAVEN, MICH. 

WLD LUDINGTON, MICH. 

WFK FRANKFORT, MICH. 

WDR DETROIT, MICH. 

WCX CLEVELAND, OHIO 
WSA ASHTABULA HARBOR, OH 
WBL BUFFALO, NEW YORK 


MARQUETTE & BESSEMER NAV. 
COMPAMY 

WEV CONNEAUT HARBOR, OH 
U. S. NAVAL TRAINING STA. 
NAJ GREAT LAKES, ILLINOIS 

CANADIAN MARCONI CO. LTD. 

VBA PORT ARTHUR, ONT. 

VBB SAULT STE MARIE, ONT. 
VBC MIDLAND, ONTARIO 
VBD TOBERMORY, ONTARIO 
VBE SARNIA, ONTARIO 
VBF PORT STANLEY, ONT. 

VBG TORONTO, ONTARIO 
VBH KINGSTON, ONTARIO. 

CRAWFORD TRANSP. COMPANY 



GRAMD RAPJDS t Michigan* m GH m looking toward the Lake* Picture by 
Matty A*J7*G* Mathews 1847-SSGP * Matty became a SK 7-3-82 at 
aoe 86 (Per Bruce Kelley)AMA, 



STATJOM - nfTK m CLEVELAND* 

It mas installed in Room 1070 of the Cleveland Hotel. Picture 
taken in May 1925 m 


KY 

TN 


KENTUCKY 

TENNESSEE 


BOOTH TRANSP. COMPANY 


ES 

AM 


EASTON 

AMERICA 


CROSBY TRANSP* COMPANY 


RM 

FG 


NYACK 

NAOMI 


PEAVY 3, S, COMPANY 

DAN FRANK H. PEAVY 
DFB FRED B* WELLS 
DUF GEORGE W. PEAVY 
DNM FRANK HOFFELFINGER 



- "SO 11 


DE 


“NG" — 


m MAJ m - GREAT LAKES - U*S* NAVY - 1930 

K*A*"Art Peavy * 1507-V [WSUZMj contributed this bit of nostalgia * 
LF at left mas a composite rig built from ‘left over " spark parts * 
Work mostly by Ralph Mathew and Fred Schnell (Lts, in USMK Art 
says a pile of bolts like these old rigs today would put the mod¬ 
em young 'op' in a straight jacket before end of his match ! 
Never thought of a 9 break-in' with those' noisy generators * A bit 
of nostalgia from the "Mindy City"* 




e e. * * a*. •. * 
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The S.S. Western States and the S.S, Eastern States were both 
commissioned in 1902* by the Detroit & Buffalo Transit Company, 
which later became the Detroit & Cleveland Navigation Company, 
conmonly called "The D&C", The "Western" was used as a plea¬ 
sure "cruise" ship, and the "Eastern" was used as a passenger 
and cargo ship, sailing between Detroit and Buffalo. The call 
letters of the "Western" were "CS", and the "Eastern" had "CE" 
for about five years, and both ships were "Sidewheelers". 

After the D&C Navigation Company took over, around 1915, a con¬ 
tract was signed with the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company 
of America, to handle all the D&C ships wireless details, and 
the "Western" became "WED" and the "Eastern" "WEE", until 1928, 
when the "Western" became "WTCA" and the "Eastern" was "WTCB", 
which both held until their final demise. 

After RCA/RMCA bought out Marconi in 1920, they renewed the 
contract to handle all D&C ship wireless gear and details, but 
until about 1930 the old Marconi type 106 tuner-receivers were 
left on both ships. Subsequently both ships were equipped 
with IP-501 receivers, with type B 2 step amplifiers, but tieh- 
out the IP-503 long wave unit. At the same time, RMCA in¬ 
stalled RMCA Model ET-8003 "bulk-head" transmitters on both 
WTCA and WTCB. 

This little ET-8003 was an ideal job for the Great Lakes ser¬ 
vice, as it used push-pull 210 tubes (4) in a self-rectified 
circuit, which was handled by a 110 volt DC driven motor- 
generator, with the alternator output of 110 volts at 1.5 amps 
at 350 cycles, single phase. This went to a 1500 volt trans¬ 
former, and the output was a 700 cycle note, which was beau¬ 
tiful copy. This identical installation is now in the Great 
Lakes Dossin Marine Museum, on Belle Isle, Mich. 

As a result of BC station WJR blocking out the 500 kc distress 
frequency on the old IP-501 receivers, the "new" RMCA type AR- 
8503 Marine receivers was installed on both WTCA and WTCN in 
1945. This receiver was a TRF, tuning from 15 to 600 kc, and 
used 6K7 RF, 6K7 Detector, 6K7 1st Audio and 6F6 output to 
headset, and was a pleasure to use, compared to the aid cumber¬ 
some IP-501. BUT, not for long* 

The "Eastern" WTCB was demolished in 1954, and WTCA was de¬ 
commissioned in 1955, and towed up to Tawas City to be used as 
a "floating hotel", and the "Western's" first Captain, Lewis 
C,„ Mantel (W8VU) was taken out of retirement, to take her up to 
Tawas City, at the end of a tug's hawser. The Captain has since 
joined "Silent Keys", 

In 1959 at Tawas City, while being scrapped for junk, the 
"Western" caught fire. After burning for two days, a hawser 
was warped aboard, and she was towed out to the middle of Lake 
Huron, where she finished burning and was sunk. 

So ends the tale of both "Sister ships". 


DOC” DIBBELL 


ISO 


THE EASTLAND DISASTER 

/I d-Lta a.' a / J JH jn 


Member Charles M. Dibbell 367-Sr. SGP was the Radio Operator on 
the SS. Eastland - WFN on the fateful day of July 24 1915 when 
the ship rolled over and sank in the Chicago River^Chicago taking some 
812 vacationers to their death. Charles Dibbell whom most of us call 
ed "Doc" started his wireless career as relief operator at Station "DM" 
Duluth, Minn, in 1909. Following that he served at Station "GM #t Grand 
Marias and on the SS Barge Lymif, Easton, Wilpen and Snyder before 
his assignment to the Eastland. Following the tragedy he continued or 
the Lakes serving on the Minnesota, Nevada and Missouri of the Good* 
rich Line, then the Car Ferries of the Pere Marquette Railroad ( on 
No. 17, 19 and 20 until 1918 when he left the 'Lakes 11 to take up his 
life long vocation as Veterinarian in Allentown, Pa*, Following his 
father's footsteps, he became a veterinary surgeion and conducted the 
Allentown Pet Hospital until about 1964 when he retired. Regretfully, 
Member Dibbell became a Silent Key in the Spring of 1982. He fur¬ 
nished the following story of the Eastland to Mr. TJL. Wirts of the 
Allentown paper with copy for us. We are printing copy of Mr. Wirtz 
story. 

Tragic Story by her Radio Officer 


C 


8Y T.L.WITZ 


D> 


s 


ixty years have passed since the Eastland sank in 
the Chicago River but the tragedy is still fresh in 
the memory of Dr. Charles M. Dibbell, Allentown's 
meat and milk inspector. 


"You never forget something like that," Dr. Dibbell 
said today as he recalled the morning of Sunday, 
July 24, 1915, when S12 passengers on the Eastland 
lost their lives while thousands of persons watched 
helplessly from the dock just a few feet away. 




Does "Davy Jones" have a locker at the bottom of Lake Huron as well 
as in the Ocean ? If so, that is where the Western States ended its 
career in 1959 - a span of 57 years after launching in 1902. Above is 
a picture of the Western States - WTCA - taken by RP."Tate" 


Thetreau at Mackinac Island on June 8 1944 



Dr. Dibbell, then 19, was radio operator of the 
Eastland, described as the "greyhound of the Great 
Lakes," because of her speed and sleek lines. 

An estimated 2,400 persons—employes, and families 
and friends of employes of the Western Electric 
Co.—were aboard the Eastland that morning. All 
were anticipating a day of fun and relaxation at the 
company's annual picnic across Lake Michigan, at 
Michigan City, Ind., about 45 miles to the east. 

NO ONE HAD QUALMS 

No one doubted the Eastland's ability to get them 
to their destination. They were aboard the queen 
of the waters; one of the fastest boats on the lakes 
with a speed of 25 or 26 knots. What's 

more, the Eastland was one of the few twin screw 
boats then in existence. Its boilers had a capac¬ 
ity of 220 pounds of steam, which was considered 
the ultimate half a century ago. 


The Eastland's crew of 72 was satisfied the craft, 
as it had done before, would complete the trip in 
about two hours, (dwtuiuwi m p*g« 32 ) 
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Theodore Roosevelt was president of the USA when 1 become interested in 
wireless telegraphy. He had nelhing to do with this event 1 The date was 
1908, the place, Erie, Pennsylvania, Radio comrrvnication was colled 
"wire!ess 14 at that time end the business was somewhat disorganized: there 
were no government regulations to control it. Young fellows interested in 
scence could build their own wireless telegraph rigs for about $20 by using 
a Ford spark coil for sending and a pair of earphones connected to a cylind¬ 
rical Mother's Oats carton wound with wire and connected to a piece of min¬ 
eral tgalena or all icon) for receiving signals. We amateurs could eomrruni- 
cate or even interfere with ship end land station commercial telegraphers. 

Competing commercial stations would Often try to blanket each other's traffic* 

The Clark Wireless at Buffalo and Marconi Wireless at Cleveland, Ohio were 
two of these competitors. 

After a few years of working this hobby I developed some telegraphing skill 
end a list of ship operator friends. One *hip operator invited me to visit 
his ship and told me when he would arrive at the dock in Erie. His name 
was Herb Rod. 1 met the schedule and had lunch at the captain's table with 
the operator and ship's officers. I was enthused with the operator's sugges¬ 
tion that I take the newly established government license examination and 
secure a license to operate wireless rigs on ships* SO I 010! I secured 
one of the first licenses issued at Cleveland* Ohio, and within days I was 
a Commercial wireless operator on a passenger boat running between Cleve¬ 
land and Detroit on the S.S* City of St. Ignace, on the D. & C* Line. 

1 had a uniform as gaudy as the band leader in Bomum and Bail ay's Circus - 
gold stripes, brass buttons and a cap to match. I was twenty cane years old, 
getting around the country for the first time and in complete charge of wireless 
communication on the ship I 

Wireless was new to most passengers so I was asked questions frer*jently by 
passengers on every trip. And, of course, brass buttons, youth, magic wire¬ 
less, travel on water and all - attracted young ladies to my open, lanced-off 
office in the grand salon of the ship. This, in turn, led to tounng the ship 
with them, and sometimes Sifting out on deck, in the MOONLIGHT, as the 
walking beam turned the two hugh paddle-wheels on each side Of the ship and 
pushed it pest towns we could see on shore by their street lights in the dis¬ 
tance, I would meet a new group of girls each day - all summer I Talk 
about a young men's Garden of EVES! For cat's sake! 

On Saturdays the D & C Line offered excursions - "a day-trip to Detroit and 
back the sam© night", On calm days the trip was very enjoyable to the 
passengers who were made up of club members, church and Sjnday School 
groups, and individuals. At the dock they would come aboard in the morning 
and were having a lively, gay time anticipating the joyful trip out on the lake. 

But when I knew there was a stiff breeze out beyond th* pier ends, I knew 1 
TWO things the passengers di^ 1 ! know. 

When we finished loading, two steam tugs would chug us down the river to the 
straight-a-way, let go, and our engines started turning; we passed the ever* 
blinking lights at pier-end, "port 20 degrees", and were on our way to Detroit 
with a crowd aboard. 

In a matter of minutes we of the crew topside saw a big change storting to 
take place among the passengers, Many of them sat down on chairs and 
benches because the FLOOR BECAME UNSTEADY 1 The ship rolled ever so 
slightly, slowly back and forth* The younger ones seemed to enjoy this tilting 
back and forth, 

W# went farther out into the lake. The roll became more determined. Even 
some of the younger ones walking around would find their gate unsteady and 

some of THEM sat down. Then-oops--- someone headed for the rail and 

threw up. It had STARTED! We kept on going toward Detroit. The waves 
become Just a little bigger, the roll a bit farther to - Port - slowly - then - 
bock to Starboard again; back - and - forth. Another passenger went to the 
rail, then another* Then - one dic*Vt make it quite that FAR! Some of the 
older passengers rented stateroom© so they could lie down. 

On leaving the open upper deck and going Inside and down the wide, carpeted 
stairs to the big cabin, there was a sight to behold! People were sitting in 
chairs that were fastened to the floor* so they could not tip over. They were 
sitting on the floor, on the broad steps, lying on them, lying on the floor, 
some smiling weakly* som© groaning, many seasick - on the carpet! OH ME, 
I'm glad I never had to be in the cleanup gong! 

But we finally made It to the Detroit river where there were no waves to rock 
the ship. I'm sure everyone felt better but I never found out. 

As summer ended and It came time for the passenger boats to tie up for win¬ 
ter, I was already memed to a sailor's life, t was thinking of transferring to 
ocean-going ships so I told the chief operator (called "Whltle" or "Whitey", 
later an RCA official) in Cleveland that I was available. He sent m©, instead, 
up to the northern part of Lake Michigan, at Frankfort, Michigan, to serve as 
operator on a car ferry operating between several ports up there. 

* found the Ship in dry dock In a nearby town but just about ready to leave, 
i took over the radio room which had an adjoining bedroom for me. The next 
day we headed Out in the lake for Frankfort, to pick up a cargo of 18 full-size 
railroad bo* cars, gondolas, hoppers, refrigerator cars and tank cars loaded 
w*th all sorts of merchandise. I had never seen a car ferry before but 1 was 
having a ball - new experiences galore. 


I fojnd that my job included acting as purser - collecting fares when we had 
a passenger or two* selling meat tickets, staterooms. And I had to copy the 
ear numbers as the switch engine pushed the cars aboard, then go In the shore 
office and select the Draper waybill for each car. I would take the bills 
aboard, notify the mate that I was all set, then go to my office and make up 
a report for each car. 

The ship's engineer had already warmed up hts engines by working them at 
slow speed. Soon the "cast off" whistle would blow, heavy rope lines would 
hit the water and capstan engines would reel them dripping aboard. Then the 
order "ahead Slow" from the pilot house to the engine room and we started 
moving slowly between two piers and out Into the lake* 

There were three ships In our group - the Am Arbor S.S* No, 3, No. 4 :l and 
No, S. I worked on the No. 3 at that time. These ships ran between Frank¬ 
fort the home port, and Manitowoc, Wisconsin and Menominee, Mi chimin - all 
three on the west aide of the lake. The other port was Manistique, Michigan - 
up on the north end of th© lake. This trio we were headed for Menominee * 
almost Straight west from Frankfort. 

Leaving Frankfort a half hour before noon this day, 1 had my waybills entered 
on the report Just In time to hear a hand-bell sounding In a distant part of the 
ship, A crew member, the porter, had started on his round of the ship carry¬ 
ing a Vive-Inch bell with Its clapper end wooden handle - to announce dinner 
time. Walking with a Hfnp-and-go-fetch-it step because he was lame, he 
kept time with the bell. As he <dew near my wireless shack 1 could hear that 
he was also keeping time by singing. 

Many of the crew were genuine deep see sailors, most of them Norwegians 
who had worked years before the mast then graduated to steam ships. This 
porter was of obscure experience. Sometimes a sailor has been a bum, a 
gambler, deck hand, dock wolloper and so on. Whatever this one was, hi9 
bed was always welcome to this young fellow with an activated appetite - 
com# rain, shine, snow, sleet, fog, gale or calm. 

His song went something like this - and there were many verses that I never 
did hear all of them: 

Oh I went to the animal fair. 

The birds and beasts were there. 

The little raccoon 
by the light of the moon 
Was combing his auburn hairrrrrrrr. 

The tune was anything that came to his mind. As he passed my door I went 
out about fifty feet and turned into the officers dining room* 

There was a cross-wind this trip, blowing about 25 miles an hour, maybe 22 
knots. The chairs around the dining table were all tipped toward the table, 
instead Of resting on their four legs. That was so they would not tip over 
backward as the ship rolled. The chief engineer and the captain were the 
exceptions; their places were al the table ends. 

Each man coming In pulled his chair bock and sot down whether the captain 
had arrived or not. First come first served was the rule. We were all there 
today - the chief In charge of our "sow mill engines", (this was an older ship 
end had horizontal engines instead of the vertical marine type) the first rrote, 
two wheelsmen, the captain and I, Our one passenger decided h© wasn't 
hungry! 

I got a surprise my first doy out on this freight boat; the table cloth was 
very wet - ALL OVER* I learned Ihot this was to prevent our plates and 
other drshes from sliding off the table onto the floor, or in our laps, as the 
Ship rolled back and forth. The dishes would not slide easily on the wet 
cloth* We dirfri't fill our coffee cups vary full either, else the coffee would 
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clirrt first up one side of the cup, then up the Other side, and make the 
table cloth sod of drizzly, So this meat seemed to be going along reason¬ 
ably well - we were taking exercise as we ate - balancing slightly against 
the weaving floor - and then it happened! 

Clatter, bangs and crashes all at the same time I I caught my plate just as 
it was heading for my lap but my cup of coffee sailed past my right elbow and 
landed against the lower wall beck of me. Everyone else at the table had 
similar sudden-difficulties. 


Immediately Our tall, lenkey, Norwegian captain left his place at the head of 
the table and, lips tight, stalked out of the dining room, let the outside door 
slam itself Shut with the next roll - and headed for the pilot house. 

After the broken dishes were cleared away and the missing food replaced I 
asked Axel, the first mate sitting next to me, What happened?" He said, 

**l ^jcsg Otif, the wheelsman, let us drift off course a bit and we got In a 

trough. He'll be more careful when the skipper quits talking." 

AM this time the cook in the adjoining galley was having his troubles with 
various things sliding around in his department also. But he had more pro¬ 
tection than we had at the dining table* His coal-burning range was equipped 
with several iron brackets* During rough weather he slips what are called 
"rolling irons" into the brackets. Thus his pots and kettles are confined with¬ 
in metal squares and cannot move very far. Otherwise he might have the con¬ 
tents of a two gallon kettle of ho! sol*> In his pocket, or on the floor, or a 

peck of mashed potatoes and gallons of coffee, and so on. 

After dinner on this trip my work was done so I was at leisure until we reach¬ 
ed Menominee, l crxild wander around the ship, go down in the engine room 
and play checkers with the chief or the second engineer, get Into an inexpen¬ 
sive poker game down in the f o'castle, with the deck hands, or go up in the 
pilot house and listen to some VERY tall tales by these sea farers. The only 
one I remember at the moment (thot I would dare relate here) concerns living 
conditions on a sailing ship* This one was prompted by the dishes falling off 
the table this noon. 

Sailor style, the second mate had to exaggerate things. He said that the way 
they got around dishes falling off the table in sailing Ships during rough weath¬ 
er was to give each men at the table just two pieces - a bowl for soup end a 
coffee cup. 

He said the second cook waited on table and would come from the galley to 
the mess room with a large peil of soup and a Paul Bunyon-al*e squirt gun* 

He would set the peil down beside the table, place the end of the squirt gun 
into the peil of scxjp, pull up on the piston rod to fill the gun with soup, lift 
the gun, aim it at an empty soup bowl, and push on the rod to fill the bowl. 
Then he would go to each place at the table and do likewise. 

On the second go-’round someone might change his mind and soy, "No, I 
^jess l don’t want any more soup." That problem was easily solved; the 
waiter would lift the squirtgun, dip it Into the diner's bowl of soup, PULL on 
the rod - and the surplus soup was then in the gun, to be squirted beck into 
the soup pail* 

When the tale In the pilot house ended, another was reedy and waiting to be 
told - usually ribald, which I ditfVt appreciate and they knew It - so l got 
double portions. 

The rest of the trip I'd walk around the ship, watch the wavea, take photos 
of big splashes, or maybe lie down - only to roll bock and forth with each 
side-awing of the ship. Then we reached the west shore of Lake Michigan, 
headed into Sturgeon Bay CotoI, passed the town of Sturgeon Bay, passed a 
graveyard of former ships, end came out into Sturgeon Bay in smoother water* 
A half hour's run across the bey brought us to Menominee which is In the 
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upper peninsula of Michigan not far from Minnesota* In crossing Sturgeon 
Bay - even at night - I could always tell when we were a few miles from 
Menominee, it was then a I umber-producing area and the odor of fresh-cut 
lumber and burning sawdust was always In the air* 

After on hour in Menominee we had unloaded, reloaded with 18 cars for Frank¬ 
fort end had started back lo Frankfort* Such short trips of five or six hours 
broke up a full nitfit's rest for the captain and I; we were the only two who 
had to be on duty in each port. The rest of the crew worked four hours fol¬ 
lowed by eight hours off duty* So when our varied routes included a trip to 
Manistique on the north end Of the lake, we were glad; it gave us eight hours 
in the lake in foir weather, and up to fourteen hours against a strong north¬ 
west wind* 

On one Manistique trip I saw the moat wonderful eight In the sky I've ever 
seen. Someone from the pilot house came to my door about two o’clock one 
morning, woke me and eaid i should come out on deck and take a look. Half 
asleep, I put on a bathrobe and slippers and went out* 

Trere was COLOR in the Sky - ALL SHADES of colors - in ALL of the Sky - 
from directly overhead clear down to the horizon - In ALL DIRECTIONS. It 
was like an immense circular tent 20 miles high and SO miles In diameter 
with vari-colored stripes running from a spot straight overhead clear down to 
the circular horizon - it was beautiful* 

The northern lights had slipped down from the arctic for © half hour’s visit. 

I hove never see" anything like It since thot one early morning color*me. 

Ships that pass each other end which have had some former acquaintance - 
such as the captains knowing each other - these ships usually salute each 
Other as they pass or meet* I think the solute is on* tong and one short 
blast of the whistle* They ore huge whistles which could be heard five miles 
away or more. On* such salute seemed strange to me. 

W* were about half mile from the other ship out in the loke In doyNght. Our 
salute was loud to us, Of course* Then the other ship saluted, I could see 
the steam coming from Its whistle* The sound never reached us. Some sort 
of atmospheric condition acted os a barrier or baffle. 

Talking about whistles — some nights the fog out in the lake was, as they 
soy, "tike pea soup". You couldn't see the length of the Ship with the moon 
at full* Fog signals had to be sounded every Sixty seconds: 


TOOOOOOT 


TOOOOGOOGT 


Imagine a big whistle six inches In diameter, 
Of steam under It sounding - 


TOOOOOOT 

feet tell, with 160 pounds 


TOOOOOT 


TOOGOOT 


TOOOOOT 


bother- 


while you were trying to sleep - and the whistle only SO feet away. It 
ed me the first two Or three foggy nights, A Her that I simply paid It "no 
never mind"; it was more like a lullaby than o nuisance. Fifty yeers later - 
a green bug In a bush outside my window con woke me with its singing at 
3:00 A.M, How come? 

One other strange sailing experience for me was my own seasickness. The 
first day out in rough weather I fait somev^ot queasy in the midsection. Ly¬ 
ing down s half hour cured It as long as > kept sailing. I worked On shore 
for two years then went soiling again and had to take the sem* 30-minute 
treatment, and was cured again 1 

In spite Of any landlubber's ideas controwise - rough weather is what I enjoyed 
best otter the first summer’s novelty on the St. Ignace, In calm weather the 
job became a bit monotonous* There’s nothing very interesting to see out 
there; after you've seen it daily for a month it becomes even less interesting- 
little variety. After e year It approaches boredom, on e freight boat. But In 
rough weather the variety Often picked up. 

If we had passengers one or more of them would be sure to become seasick* 

On one rou^ trip one lady remained outside the passenger’s cabin on the open 
deck. I suppose she thought the fresh air would help to avoid becoming sea¬ 
sick; the ship was rolling pretty much so I stuck around. She finally had to 
give up and head for the rail* Right at that time the ship lurched in the same 
direction. I still think she might have gone overboard If I had not grabbed her. 
So rough weather does liven things up et times. It does other things, too. 
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Grandpa’s Steamboat Days 


(Continued from Page 9) 


Toot Toot 


AM crew members have beds, or bunks, depending on how they rate. Their 
street clothing is hung on hooks on the well. But the well is not always 
stationary; It moves as the ship rolls, of course. The clothing swings back 
and forth, slowly, rubbing on the wall. Buttons and fabric become thinner 
because of friction. 

Then, on car ferries in rough weather another noisy activity occurs. The rail¬ 
road cars on the lower deck which is made of heavy steel, have to be secured 
so they will not rock back and forth on their built-in springs when the ship 
rolls. Long screw-jacks are propped against each car and tightened. But an 
extra heavy roll will tip the cars slightly and let some of the jacks fed to the 
steel deck with loud bangings. Then the deck hands have to scramble and get 
the jacks back in place within minutes. 

One car ferry must have had this trouble on its last trip. It left Milwaukee 
on a cold, stormy, winter night and was never heard from again. After having 
spent a few years working on car ferries, summer and winter, I can imagine 
what happened, but no one knows for sure. This is my version: 

The ship left its dock in Milwaukee that black night and heeded out into Lake 
Michigan for its trip across the lake. After an hour out there on the way to 
the east shore the wind became a whole gale and the waves so high that the 
skipper figured he could make no headway and might even be driven back on 
shore. 


He ordered the deck hands to put extra jocks on all oars and also put chains 
on some of them. He planned to come about and return to Milwaukee. When 
everything was tightened down he timed the waves from his place up in the 
pilot house. They were alreedy high but it is usual for three extra targe waves 
to come along in a group - than smaller ones follow until the next group of 
oversize waves arrive. At the second large wave he gave the wheelsman an 
order to swing the steering wheel hard over. ‘'Hard sport” he said. The wheel 
went quickly left full swing and the little bell rang indicating it could go no 
farther. The ship started turning. 

With a full gala pushing against the stem which is the part that does the steer¬ 
ing the ship turned more slowly than usual. When the turn was half complet¬ 
ed the first of a series of bigger waves hit. This rolled the ship so far over 
that several chains broke and half of the jacks fall down. The second and 
third waves followed and most of the railroad cars on the lower deck were 
oiled to one side of the shio. The ship listed heavily to starboard - leaned 
to the right because there was than too rroch weight on that side. 

There was nothing left now for the captain to do but swing the ship in the 
direction the waves were traveling and within seconds he had given that order. 
As the ship started to swing the next oversize wave arrived and rolled the al¬ 
ready listing ship so much farther that It turned completely upside down. The 
pilot house was under water. Sleeping men fell out of their beds to what was 
the ceiling but now the floor. The firemen and angina room crew were thrown 
about moving machinery, steel beams and hot pipea. Lake water came UP 
the companionway - a river of it - filling the engine room then on into the 
boiler room. As the water came high enou^> It entered the hot boilers - end 
then - BOOM! 

The last I heard, that ship has never been located on the bottom of Lake 
Michigan.... .its crew still aboard. 

On# disaatar, or several of them, does not atop the traffic. Ships keep on 
traveling. Ours did, too...into Frankfort, the home port, and out again, day 
or night - winter and summer. 




NEW PRESQUE ISLE LIGHTHOUSE 

The "new" Presque Isle Lighthouse was built in 1870 
about a mile north of the Old Lighthouse when the need 
became apparent for a coast light instead of the harbor light 
provided by the Old Lighthouse. The present Presque Isle 
Lighthouse is among some 40 in Michigan still manned by 
resident Coast Guard personnel. A narrow road leads to the 
imposing, white conical tower, 109 feet high, at the north 
tip of the peninsula. Climb the 140-odd metal steps to the 
top for f a breath-taking view of the beautiful forest shore¬ 
line. Station visiting hours during the summer are 200 to 
800 p.m., Monday thru Friday and 900 a.m. to 800 p.m. 
on Saturdays and Sundays. Attendants are on duty. 


Sailor# are reputed to have a sweetheart in every port. Car tarries are not in 
port long enough at one time to make auch protects easy. But that rmde no 
difference to a young fellow In the comrrcnlcation business; girls are in the 
communication business, tool So I'd crank up the 1913 telephone ringer end 
communicate with telephone central girls. Being young I didn't know the dan¬ 
ger... Mama never told me! 

I cranked up the phone at Frankfort so often that on# of the central girls there 
c<xild recognize my ring, just aa you can recognize someone's handwriting. I 
knew the technical details of electrical gadgets including telephones end I knew 
that just one <*j#rter of a turn of the handle was sufficient to put the signal on 
central's switchboard. SO THAT was my handwriting via telephone. 

That delightful (or scheming) central girl would always take my call whenever 
she was on <Aity. A week later I started making personal appearances at her 
switchboard. After several personal visits at her office I wanted to see the 
inside of the complicated switchboard which had on inspection door at the rear. 
All of the scores of relays and jacks are back there. 

My communications girlfriend obliged by ehowing me the ineide workings of 
the switchboard. To repay the favor I Just naturally kissed her while still back 
of the switchboard, of course. 

That phone office was on the north aide of Frankfort Bay white the boat docks 
were on the south side. A little launch would take crew members across the 
bey. When the bay froze over early in the winter, the launch could not oper¬ 
ate and that delayed cupid a bit. Later on, the ice became thick and we 
WALKEO over. 

One winter day we arrived in Frankfort expecting to walk across the bey, but 
some other boat had maneuvered In the bay end had broken the ice into large 
cakes for a long distance. I didn't know what to do but the rest of the crew 
did. The ice wee in big cekes 6 to 8 feet across. Some of the crew started 
out and • watched them from shore. Then more of the crew came to walk 
across and told m# to follow them. SO I DID! It still makes me feel creepy I 

The cakes were about a foot thick and large enough to hold two or three men. 
The trouble wet, when you'd get near the edge of the cake It would start to 
sink at that edge so the traveler had to hop onto the adjoining cake and hustle 
toward its center. I followed the gang across the bey and back again. I be¬ 
lieve I'd remain a bachelor before I'd do that again. 

This courting business interfered with the ship one day. I had checked the 
car numbers but failed to go In the shore office and pick up the waybill for 
each car. The ship was five miles out in the lake when I discovered the fail¬ 
ure. These bills simply had to go with thair cars and it was up to me to tali 

the skipper (gulp) the! I had made a boo boo - SO I DID. 

He ordered the ship turned back to Frankfort to get the waybills - all 28 of us 
and 18 railroad cars, tons of coal and hundreds of tons of steel ship - and 
everybody aboard knew the reason! 

The skipper said, "Shy don't you merry the girl?" SO I DID! 

Life on the car ferries varies with the weather and also with the change of 

seasons. I found considerable interest in the winter season out on the lake. 

Car ferries operate the year around. They do not lay up in November aa other 
lake boats do. 




Some winters ore so cold around the northern part of Lake Michigan that the 
lake freezes over except for some sections in deeper water. Sometimes the 
ice becomes so thick you'd think no boot could get through it. I have seen 
the ahip I was on break its way through ice four feet thick, and windrows that 
were possibly 12 feet thick but not very wide. A windrow is caused by a large 
field of floating ice moving before the wind meeting a stationary field. When 
they meet the colliding edges are coder terrific pressure and they crush each 
other into refrigerator-size chunk* during the three or four minutes it takes the 
stationary field to atop the moving field. Meanwhile the crumbling ice piles 
up into the air and also down Into the water, then freezes solid. It makes a 
difficult barrier to break through. ^ M 

(Continued Next Psgs) 
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Cor ferries hove reinforced steel bows that ere sloped so os to aid the ship in 
climbing portly up on the ice when it meets an ice held and is traveling about 
1$ miles an hour. The greet weight of the Ship breaks the ice down into the 
the water. This often stops the ship then the engines ore reversed, the ship 
backs away several lengths and makes another fun against the ice to break a 
channel still further. 

This way, with three ship* making repeated trips every day or two on the same 
route there w<xjld be long channels of heavy ice in huge chunks but frozen to¬ 
gether lightly from the day before. 

One time we were plowing along one of these channels of cNjnk Ice, making 
fairly good speed, when the wind shifted, A large ice-field on ©ne side of 
the channel started moving under the wind, toward the field on tne other side 
of the channel, The channel was squeezed shut. We stopped - squeezed - 
stuck - couldi't move. 

The wind continued blowing for nearly three days - temperature below zero. 0y 
the time the wind let up we were frozen in solid. We stayed stuck for nine 
days, 2D miles from shore. 

Now nine days way out in the lake with no TV or radio programs (In 1913), 
nothing to do, nothing to see but ice end ship, smoking tobacco becoming 
scarce, food variety running out, enough coal for only three days of traveling; 
would they hove to shut down the heating boiler and drain it so the pipes 
wouldn't freeze; no electric blankets then (and on the eighth day) "Let's look 
throu^i those waybills and see if there is canned food of some kind in some 
of those cars * that refrigerator cor might be loaded with fresh beef" and there 
might be canned milk In One of the box cars", ..nine c*sys - should we just 
endjre the monotony or is there Some worrying that needs doing? "Let's try 
the wireless, moybe the 'five* is getting closer?” 

We were not much worried about our ship getting squeezed by Ice pressure so 
greet that its sides would collapse although I heard sailor-talk about that dis¬ 
aster having happened to wood sailing ships. We went walking on the ice out 
there - or rather Climbing over miniature icebergs. Some Of the crew cut 
holes In the ice between the larger chunks and tried fishing - with no luck. 

Anyhow, on the ninth day a si star-ship, the Number 5* Informed us tk«t they 
cxxild see exjr smoke and they expected to have us In sight before dark - end 
they did. The five broke a channel close to us and our propellers tore us Ires 
from that icy grip* That's the longest time I sailed without balancing against 
an ever tilting deck. 


Steering a ship becomes tiresome to wheelsmen at times*so in calm weather 
l was sometime* asked If I'd like to "wheel" awhile when one of them wanted 
to go below or somewhere. Then I would do a turn at the wheel and try to 
remember the course l was given, "west by south, three quarters south". 

When i was wheeling In the winter time I sometime* tried "aiming" the Ship. 
It was fun. 

When there were e few scattered small fields of thin ice in the otherwise open 
lake, I like to aim for some certain spot of Ice way up ahead that was almost 
on the correct course; Sim for It and see if 1 could hit It with our several 
hundred tons of steel* I could tell when I hit It because the Ice made a 
noise on the hull. 



A welcome sight as the U.S. Mail Boat comes alongside as 
we pass Detroit enroute, This pictures was taken in 1933 
by Sowp Member Stanley F. Fachner 807-V 

then a 25 cent piece but half that thick. They were of assorted colors Includ¬ 
ing licorice, peppermint, anite, wintergreen and so on. ..pink, white, dsrk grey 
and wrapped In not plastic (plastic had not been invented yet); the wrapper was 
some kind of thin paper you could see through fairly well and see the varied 
colors. Anyhow, this young fellow, who we* earning money for Ns next year 
In college gave me a short course in business economics. He found a place 
to buy "United News Co*" labels to Stick on His merchandise and also a place 
to buy the merchandise. So he would put in his own stock of goods end sell 
some of his own stock on each trip, to increase his earnings, I imagine he's 
driving a Cadillac now. I prefer my Chevy wagon. 

* » • # • 


Another fellow on the same ship hod a system for increasing his earnings, 
too. On Saturday nights I had to work on our return excursion-trip from 
Detroit to Cleveland so my btnk was empty all that night* I went to my 
room djring the night to get something and found the door locked on the in¬ 
side! f rounded up the ni^rt-watch to see if he could find out what was 
wrong. He eoulf*»'t gel in either but he seemed to know who to consult and 
In a few minutes he came back with the news that there were no more state¬ 
rooms available and the third mate had rented my room to two women. I 
was locked out. Economics! 


Well this portion of Grandpa's Steamboat ing Experiences Is about ready to 
dock so I'd better bring you In out of the cold - back to summer. 


On one summer trip I heard a passenger ask the skipper about a peculiar spot 
on the water ss we were crossing Lake Michigan. The lake was flat tNs ttey- 
iuat • Slight breeze that mad* tiny ripples on the water. But there was 
spot of water that was glassy smoothe - no ripples. The skipper, without a 
change of expression because of many past experiences said, "Ttat's where 
they cut Ice last winter." 

Sailors - end their tall tales! 

It's time to eat again, so I've got a tale to tell my telephone gal from 
Frankfort. * .the charming lady with the now-white half! 


Steamboat men, unlike "canvass sailors" do not hove to develop e great deol 
Of physical strength; steam does moot Of the work. But * sailed with one 
fellow who seemed to have a surplus Of muscle* He was first mete Chick 
Hanson, a wiry Irishmen with a Norwegian name who later became Captain 
Chick. On trips into Manitowoc when we had cars for the Soo Line dock we'd 
have to go up river and through a turn-bridge. Four long blasts Of the whistle 
would sound about live minutes before we went through the bridge. That gave 
the bridgeman time to stop the traffic and open the bridge for us to go through 
at about two miles an hour. Chick lived In Manitowoc and could seldom get 
home so sa we went through the bridge Slowly he would have a stout rope over 
the size of the ship and at just the right time he would slide down that rope, 
swing out two feet from the side of the ship, swing over the handrail of the 
bridge and drop as accurately and a* easily as a cat onto the sidewalk of the 
bridge. Bnrrrl 



WHILE ON THE OAC LINE 

The St. Ignace was an old ship, A "wireless” operators vacancy came up on 
the newer and larger "S.S, Western States", I applied for it and got it. 

When payday came around I got my monthly check and two days later another 
check for the same amount. One check was from the tAirconi Company and 
the other from the DAC Line. The extra check came in handy even thcugh the 
two totaled less than SlOO for the month. But the two accounting departments 
must have learned that I wasn't saving my money because the next month I 
didn't get ANY check! 

Wireless was so new back in 1913 that the ship builders had not heard of 
this invention when they built those side-paddle ships; they did not desi^i 
them to include Sleeping quarters for e wireless operator so I had to sleep on 
the "ground floor" down in the hold about the water line. There was a port¬ 
hole in my bunking room for ventilation. One ni^t I'd sleep an the Detroit 
River while the ship was tied up in Detroit, The next ni<jbt It would be in 
Cleveland on the Cuyahoga River* That porthole let the air In alright but it 
was river-air. Ri^it over the porthole there was an extension of the ship 
sticking out about six feet. It was called the "bustle". The twstie was to 
provide room for the paddle wheel on my bunkroom side Of the ship. The 
cute little bubbles coming up from the sludge in the bottom of the river car¬ 
ried a "Denmark aroma" that hit the bustle and came ri^it throu^ the port¬ 
hole. After getting up with a heectache two mornings in accession, I solved 
the problem by rolling up my thin mattress and taking it up to my fenced-oft 
wireless cage. I slept there on the floor. 

Someone learned my secret and reported me. Then I sneaked the mattress 
into one of the two hundred empty staterooms each night and slept there on 
the floor. At least the air was leas perfumed. 


At one time while on the DAC line l bunked with a fallow who had charge of 
the new* stand on the ship. He sold magazines, dime novels* pwnuts, and 
the early days packaged candies. If you're Old enou^i you may remerrber 
those thin "boston wafers" Of semi-hard candy. The wafers were a bit larger 



Bread may be the "ataff of life" although someone else said there are excep¬ 
tion* to all rules. Among the many unusual things I learned while steamboat* 
ing E* that it pays to keep alert - keep your eyes open. (I you see something 
ytxj don't understand, ask questions. Not long after 1 started working on car 
ferries I saw one of the officers take a slice of bread Off the bread plate and 
as he brought it toward himself he held ft up as if to look at it. It was e 
casual and quick movement. I dicfri't particularly notice anything unusual un¬ 
til I saw him do It again the next day. The third dsy I was curious - I watch¬ 
ed him closely. He was looking "through” the Slice of bread. I asked Nm 
what he did that for. His reply puzzled me, "I'm looking to see if I get a 
prize." When I pressed for more definite information he said, "I want to see 
if I get a whole cockroach or just a half!" After that I looked through MY 
slices too. And I found it advisable to continue doing so! 



"All right t who*s the wise guy recommending 
we shut down the radio room and replace it 
with carrier pigeons " 
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W* got turned around »le1y ( after putting extra jacks on bH of the railroad 
cars in the lower deck and started making extra speed toward Frankfort, with 
the aid of waves and hi^m wind behind us. 

Our skipper had to figure on the wind pushing us Side ways end also on the 
tide-effect of the wind driven water as we aimed for the not-vary wide ctonnet 
between the piers. The way the boot was pitching on waves told rrm that 
e feat of exEwrt seamanship was coming up. I could go up to the pilot house 
end watch the operation but * figured I could get a better idea of the ticklish 
problem by going in the opposite direct ion; 1 went clear back to the stem of 
the Ship as we aimed for the piers. From there the job of ever getting In be¬ 
tween those piers looked impossible- 


As f looked toward the bow and land, the ship was floated on e big wave to 
the ri^it of the piers (I could see the piers) then the next wave would turn 
the ship to the left and I couldn't see the piers. It would keep swinging 

left and * could see them again* Ri^rt of the piers then feft of the piers_ 

how could ANYONE over hit exactly - tike a cork on the ht^ sees? I stilt 
marvel at, and appreciate. Captain Charley Frederlckson's experience and abi¬ 
lity* 


The awlnglng, right then left, kept up as we drew nearer to those piers with 
the now-rtxjgh channel between them, closer. *.closer, left, right, closer, and 
then right beside mo the srrwll steel tower with its blinking light went pest 
me on the left of me ** end one on the right of me. We were IN! 


f-dtin & / a /, f_su ti s ri s 





l 


Matl Boat, SS Missouri ( WFX I caught in ice pack on the 
Great Lakes. Photo by Member Ray T. Warner - 213-SGP. 
(Continued from Page 11) 

But the rest of our food was very good. The cook couldn't help It If the bugs 
got into the bread dough when he wasn't looking. He had too many things to 
watch and the cockroaches were too plentiful. He mode the best comad beef 
I've ever tasted. Into s pickle keg half full of salt brine he pieced chunks of 
"steamboat grade" beef and, of course, covered it! I guess it took two weeks 
to cure, or "com*. Those steerr*x»t cooks knew their trade - they even had 
to be butchers as we 11; our beef came aboard in "qi^rters w to toe cut up on a 
big meal block in the galley. But cooks sleep at night while wireless opera¬ 
tors have to be up anytime the ship arrives in port. If 1 happened to be hun¬ 
gry while the cook was asleep, I'd go in the galley end see what I could find. 
Eventually I located an excellent drink to go with a piece Of cake or whatever 
was cn tap at midnight or maybe 3:00 AM. 

Our supply of milk came in a ten-gal I on milk can... reel fresh Jersey milk. 
And H wasn't homogonized either* Homogooi sat ion had not been invented yet. 
SAY - a LOT of things Fad not been invented bock there! 

So I discovered that by midnight or after, that ten gallon can of milk had a 
gallon of cream cm top! I'd go In the walk-in refrigerator which was cooled 
by reel cakes of ice because electric refrigeration had not been inven 

(Oh, I said that before)-I'd dip out a big glass of cream and hsve that 

with whatever I was going to eat. Would you? I thought It was delicious! 


Author of "Grandpa's Steamboating Days" became a 'Silent 
Key' on January 17 1980, Member Number 2700-Senior SOP, 
Ross retired to Orlando, Florida. He was an accomplished 
Pipe Organist. He also authored a number of stories which 
were accepted by prominent publishers* 


The Fast "Break-In” 


0000 * apart vd hy RALPH C FOLKMAM QQQQ 

X was summoned ashore on May 17, 1925 f from my ship a© 
signment to take over duties as night operator at WTK, Cl eve 
land (Ohio) coastal station, located on the tenth floor of the 
Cleveland Hot&l, occupying what had been a deluxe suite* 


Powerful engines on s freight boat cause a slight viabratlon througfiouf the 
whole ship. It's not annoying - it's just there and you never think of it* 

W* were going along out In the take on a calm day, from Frankfort to fctanito- 
woc, in daylight. I was sitting in my radio shack reading* The ship was not 
rolling, just plowing along as usual whan something seemed strange all of a 
sudden. It'S always quiet out there on a calm day but suddenly the c*iietne&& 
became "extra loud". I had never experienced this before. I had just started 
to wonder what was wrong than I realized that cxif engine* had stopped! I 
looked out at the water and saw we were coasting, ©lowing down,.,and finally 
In about two minutes we cam* to a atop. It takas that long for the Ixndreds 
of tons of weight to coast I tael f to a atop. 

One Of the crew walked past my door and ! asked him whot we were stopped 
for. He said, "Something on one of the engines wasn't working just right 
and the chief wants to see what he can do about it." This was a twin-screw 
ship. 

We were stopped out there for about thirty minutes. Gosh, It was quiet- No 
passengers. Most of the crew either sleeping, reading, or playing card© some¬ 
where down below. No activity topside whatever. I walked around, stopped 
here and there, looked down into the quiet water, heard a wrench drop on the 
steel floor in the engine room fifty feet under me, saw a small streak of 
smoke off in the horizon from some other ship, saw a half dozen sea gulls 
coasting around lazily overhead, heard them talking to each other up there - 
otherwise loud-quietness. It was strange. 


Novetrtoer 13, 1913 was disaster day on the Great Lakes but we on the Am 
Arbor No. 3 didn't know it until the next day. There was never a day like 

It before nor since* A tremendous wind storm developed all over the Great 
Lake region, hundreds of mites in are© fierce winds. In one day 13 ships 
were wrecked with many live© lost* 

We left Frankfort that morning against a stiff northwest wind that was rising* 
Weather reports then were not as complete as now; we did not know the 
severely of the increasing storm. The waves were fairly high as we left 
Frankfort so we headed into them, to the right, to starboard, even though our 
course, in calm weather would have been slightly to the left or port. 

We did not make good speed on account of the strong head wind. In an hour 
we had gone about 8 miles instead Of 15. The next hour we made only 4 
miles and were still in ai^t of land - the wind had increased *n force, the 
wave© were now huge ones. The ship was not rolling it was bucking like a 
balky horse trying to flip it* rider Over its head. The ship would rise up near 
the top of one wave, then its bow out of water would slam down onto the fol¬ 
lowing wave with a loud "SMACK". If that wind kept getting stronger our en¬ 
gines could not keep us going forward and we might be driven bock on shore 
and wrecked* As it was, the hi^% waves took the two eight-foot high propel¬ 
lers OUT OF THE WATER each time we went over e wave. When the propet- 
I era had nothing to bite into but wind the engines quickly speeded up and big 
steam engines of that "saw mill" type can tear themselves to pieces in a few 
seconds if they rev up too high. The chief engineer himself held the throttle 
cootirxxxjsfy. Everytime we went over a wave that let the engines speed up 
he had to shut off most of the steam for a few seconds, then open the throttle 
as the propeller© hit ©Olid water again. Open and close, open and cloae the 
throttle for half an hour. 

By that time the captain saw that the storm was dangerous. He knew we 
could hot make headway to get over toward the west part of the lake where 
the wave© would not be as big, driven by the northwest wind, and he could 
not be certain that we could make it far enough north to find shelter behind 
North Manltou Island. But he GOULD take us beck to Frankfort with fwo IF 1 ©: 
If he could turn us around without turning us over, end if he got us fumed 
around and beck near Frankfort; the second "IF" was could we steer exactly 
in between the two outer pier© with luge wave© interferring? With waves so 
large there was the possibility that the ship mig^t touch bottom when its bow 
or stem was between two wave* just as we were entering the piers. That 
would swing the ship off course and we could be wrecked against the pierheads. 
Another IF showed itself to m# as we approached the piers. 


Once alone with this outfit, I proceeded to take inventory of 
the big transmitter, its controls and gadgets so much more I im¬ 
posing than my shipboard jobs* I secretly thrilled at being in 
charge of the place through which I had tunneled my message 
traffic from freighters and passenger vessels for the past three 
years* 

Finally t settled myself in the big swivel chair in front of the 
Marconi receiver, signing "on watch" at the top of the log 
sheet* Traffic on the Lakes was light, but excellent signals 
broke through from the East Coast. Almost instantly I froze-- 
yes, sure enough--once, twice, three times a raspy spark was 
pounding out SOS. 

Waiting a few seconds to assimilate the situation, I mechan¬ 
ically grabbed for the main switch on the transmitter- Piping 
down ail ships in my area, I pounded out "QRT - GRX for 
DISTRESS" and felt a tingling up and down my spine as this 
warning was repeated by other coastal stations in the Lake re¬ 
gion and along the east coast* 

The vessel in trouble proved to be a foreign freighter off the 
Virginia coast. I maintained a complete log of all rescue ac¬ 
tivity, and had to pounce on several Lake vessels whose oper¬ 
ators were curious as to what was going on. 

About two hours later, an "ALL CLEAR" eminated from the 
Coast Guard station on the east coast that was handling the 
emergency* This "resume traffic" information found its way 
to my fist and this brand new coastal station operator officially 
opened business on the Great Lakes. 

Then I shakily settled back to light a cigar, beginning to feel 
the reaction of this new experience, when the Chief Operator 
walked in to determine how this novice was doing on his first 
watch, 

Scanning the log, the boss exclained that he was being kidded 
and demanded to see the REAL log. "That*s it, " I blurted out* 
"Althought I was merely sitting on the sidelines, acting as a 
traffic cop," I explained, "it was quite a thrill to participate 
in a distress*" 

"WOW ," the chief blasted out. "Less than an hour on his first 
coast-station watch and he hits the jackpot*" 
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Mv Six Years on the Great Lakes 

v_ J 

BY LLOYD L. ARNOLD 

July 21, 1925, I boarded the William C, Atwater, an ore 
carrier of the Wilson Transit Line. The Atwater was a new 
ship, made its maiden trip in May, 1925. 605 feet in length, 
it carried coal from lower ports to Duluth and iron ore to 
Conneaut and Ashtabula, Ohio, and occasionally to Chicago. 

The equipment was an RCA 500 watt quenched spark transmitter. 
Receiver type 106 or 106A. The quenched gaps were so warped 
you would almost pass out from the ozone from them. So I got 
one of the engineers to resurface them and I got them back 
together and after working a few trips I had a nice clean 
signal. 

One evening I was off Keweenaw Point and I heard Cleveland 
calling, so I gave him a call and WPA at Port Arthur, Texas, 
called me and asked my position and I told him. WPA came 
back and asked me where that was and 1 told him, "In Lake 
Superior." He asked me if I would QSY to 700 meters and 
handle my traffic as I was interfering with traffic down there. 
That was considered good distance in those days. WPA reported 
to RCA Cleveland office and they wanted to know what I did 
to the transmitter. 

In 1925 an RCA direction finder was installed on the Atwater 
which was one of the few that had direction finders. Also 
that year a fathom meter was installed on the Atwater, the 
first one of the Great Lakes. This was operated by an elec¬ 
tro magnetic hammer that hit the bottom of the ship and the 
echo would return and register in the pilot house the depth 
of the lake. 



¥ation‘‘WME , ~Dulu¥] 




The 'Intercity Radio Telegraph Company Station, Ouluth, Minn f WME J 
taken in 1928.Society member Roy Closs - 801 -SGJ who now lives in 
Frankfort, Michigan is the operator in the picture. The station was 
open to "PG" traffic. The picture was taken by Mr. LP. Gallagher, a 
commercial photographer of Duluth. Roy was operator at the station 
for 8 months in 1928. 


In 1927 intercity radio equipment was installed. A 1 KW 
Navy spark transmitter, a Kennedy receiver. I made my own 
amplifier, two stages of RF. Det. and push-pull amplifier. 

This was made so I could attach it to any receiver as most 
equipment on board ships had only a detector tube. 

Our last trip down from Fort Williams Dec. 8, 1927, we had 
winds at 45 miles per hour and the temperature was below zero 
and the waves were running quite high. 

We arrived at the Soo locks December 10 with six inches of ice 
all over the ship, and we were told to dock at lower pier as 
there were ten or twelve ships stuck in St. Mary's River. We 
were there ten days before ice breakers could get a channel 
cleared. During this time at the Soo I would get grocery order* 
from ships down river and have them filled and local people 
would go by sleigh to the ships as they were running out of 
food. There was a fleet of 60 ships there at the Soo before we 
were able to leave. The Atwater left on December 20 and arrivet 
at Lake Erie port December 23. 

I was back on the Atwater for the 1928 season all routine. In 
1929 I took over the Duluth Station IrfME on April 15 to December 
15, 1929. Worked for Intercity Radio 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. seven 
days a week. Mr, Ed Glause had held this job for a couple years 
before me. The transmitter was a 5KW spark (don't remember the 
name of it) and we had a shortwave receiver, bread board style, 
which we worked Cleveland and Buffalo and Roger City. At that 
time we were running competition to Western Union to some of 
the bigger cities. This station was located in the McDougal 
terminal building. That fall RCA installed a land station on 
the hill in Duluth. 1930 I went back on the Atwater for the 
season. 1931 the Atwater did not sail or at that time they 
were changing to radio telephone so they would not need a radio 
operator. 

1931 I sailed on the SS Puritan, a passenger ship out of Chicago 

1932 I was on the MY/Dr Brinkley out of Chicago for about a six 
weeks cruise on the lake. The equipment was a shortwave trans- 
mi tter. 

The only saltwater experience I had was the winter of 1926-27. 

I sailed out of New York on SS Sulanerico to the west coast and 
back. Took general cargo around and brought back lumber from 
Seattle. On our return trip off Cape Hatteras we hit a bad 
storm with winds up to 60 miles an hour. Our progress was 36 
miles in 36 hours. The lashing broke on deck and lumber scat¬ 
tered all over the front deck. Life boats were hanging over th< 
side and we had a 17 degree list and lumber had to be cut off 
that was sticking over the side so we could get through the 
bridges as we were going to New Jersey. This was my last 
saltwater trip. 


Feministically Speaking 

Cape of Good Hope—Sweet sixteen. 
Cape Flattery—Twenty. 

Cape Lookout—Twenty-five, 

Cape Fear—Thirty. 

Cape Farewell—Forty. 




This is a picture of the "SIMON" 15 KW quenched gap spark transmit¬ 
ter at the WME, Duluth, Minn. Station circa 1928. Roy Closs furnished 
the picture. It is understood that the transmitter of unusual design 
had plenty of power. It was built for the U.S. Post Office Department 
according to Mr. Close. This picture was also taken by commercial 
photographer LP. Gallagher. The transmitter was intended for use in 
point to point service by the Post Office which leads one to wonder if 
it was the original Air Mail Service although Duluth was far off any of 
the routes on which original Air Mail stations were established. Perhaps 
some of our members may be able to furnish the answer ? Roy also 
wonders if any of the former operators of the station are still around ? 


Roy served on a number of Lakers including the DD Thos, Birtt/KFNU 
in 1924, SS Angeline, SS Negaunee and the SS Favorite. He also served 
at Station WCL, Columbus Ohio (1929) but returned to the lakes in 1945 
He was relief engineer on Car Ferries until 1953 ( St rat is of Macikinac 
(Michigan State Ferry weightmaster from 1957 to 59 and last as Chief 
Engineer on the M/V Viking. His ham call is W8CSO. 
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EARLY DAYS ON THE LAKES 

—Chsrtes M. **Doc“ Dibbell 

367* SOP - W3MTS 

During the aummtr of 1909 a high action! buddie and 
1 while walking up the atraat pi chad up a brilliantly 
colored rad arid yellow magszi rm bearing streaks of 
lightning across the cover. Tha word wl raises and 
tha name of GREENBACH was vary much in evidence. 
We were very much Impressed and proceeded to In¬ 
vestigate further. ft lad to tha discovery the! tha 
United Wlralaaa Telegraph Co. had a station on tha 
Mil abova Duluth. W# visited tha stallcn and hung 
around there all that fall, 

Tha second shift operator*a name was Jimmy Grot* 
sod as I rem e m b er ha had a cork lag. We eoen 
picked up tha Moraa Coda from Jimmy and after we 
became efficient enough to operate tha station we 
ware left In charge white Jimmy waded through the 
•now to visit a girl friend In tha nelipitoorhoQd* That 
was my initiation to wireless, 

Tha first trick operator was Q.R. Radfam and as 1 
remember a Mr, Moe was district manager tor United 
Wlralaaa Telegraph Co. at that time. During the 
spring of 1910 I relieved tha operators frequently and 
in April I wee eeked If my parents would permit me 
to leave school early end relieve the operator, Tom 
Joynae, at Grand Mamie, Minnesota* I finally per¬ 
suaded my parents that, because of my standing In 
school, I could make up tha time after school In tha 
fall. So I got the Job, 


Navigation on Lake Superior didn*t open instil lata In 
Apr I I eo I had to ride tha four horse coach from Duluth 
to Grand Marais (110 ml lee) Ovar a corduroy togging 
road to gat to my new Job, tt took two days and one 
ntgpii, and anyone who has aver ridden Ovar s cor¬ 
duroy road knows what a trip that was. 

Tom met me st tha bus (coach) end checked me out 
for about two weeks after which ha took the first boat 
of tha season back to Duluth. 

The station was a three mom frame building consist¬ 
ing of operating room In which there wee e l arge 
closet, the ‘Chamber of Horrors,* containing s five 
KW transformer on which was married a Spark gap, 
and e rack of Laydwi Jbrs (condensers), The inch 
tend a half spark gap produced the noise which labeled 
the room as Chamber Of Horrors* 

The middle room of the bui Iding **is the bedroom. It 
migit be of interest to note hare that, as thara was 
only one operator si the station, I wore tha Brandiaa 
phones et nfrfrt end on many occasions wok# up at 
tha sound of GM which was the station cell. 

The third room was the engine room In which there 
was a single cylinder engine with two four foot fly- 
wheals driven by ^eollne and employing a make and 
break ignition system (no spark plug) which gave me 
no and of trouble. The 10 KW alternator was belt 
driven and cUa to the fact that tha spaed of the engine 
varied considerably the Hfjiia In the station flickered 
plenty. (Incidental I y mins was one of two bul I dings 
having electric limits. The other one was the Trading 
Post.) The exhaust of the engine dlscharged through 
a pips and muffler which was burled In loose stone# 
at the and of th# building. Whan tha breeze was 
from tha rlQTit direction tha fumes came up throutfi 
the floor boards of the operating room and II was 
these fumes which nearly *dona me In. * 

A her operating for several hours during a rainy dsy 
with the doors closed, I wee discovered slumped 
over the operating table by tha town marshall who 
dropped by often to chaw the rag, I recovered after 
two days in bad. No one knew then that It was car¬ 
bon monoxide which caused the trouble. The on# 
doctor in the county, Dr. Hicks, had graduated from 
a two year college about fifteen years too soon to 
I earn if*t carbon monoxide crxjld kill. 

NOTEt Member Charles N. "Doc 1 * Dibbell - S(W 
J67-S-SSP becase a Silent lev in the Spring 
of 1982- Wireless 1909 to 1918. 


The antenna was a faz wire, phosphor bronze affair 
stretched between two 60 foot poles, canter fed* 
About midway tvider the poles wes the 'Chick Sates* 
house end djrtng a violent thunder storm the enter™ 
wee struck by lightning and the bolt also demolished 
the Outside toilet. For some time that area was off 
limits for the townsfolk# because of the aroma. 



I might odd that during that summer i had my first 
romance, with tha sheriff's daughter, even thou^ 

I wes only fourteen years old. 

I believe that I was the youngest Commercial oper¬ 
ator in 1910. Would be Intereeted to know. 



m LIES 

THE GREAT LAKES* though they + r* not 
populated with pAUrngcr ihipj to the 
extent they uid to be, still offer re¬ 
laxing cruim aboard such vessels as Ca¬ 
nadian Pacifies Keruatttt (left) and At- 
simbot* t which make summer sailings be¬ 
tween Port McNicoU and Fort William* 
and the Georgian Bay Line's North Ameri¬ 
can (below l and South American, The 
North operates on round voyage* from 
Chicago to Buffalo, and the South from 
Buffalo to Duluth. Shorter trips can be 
made on such long-hop ferries ii the Mil- 
u rairr Clipper and car ferries run by the 
Grand Trunk, Chesapeake & Ohio and Ann 
Arbor railroads Throughout North Amer¬ 
ica many excursion boats are still operating. 




















































THE GREAT LAKES 


A STEP BACK IN TIME 

A Savor of Life “The Wav It Was' 


BY RALPH C FOIKMAN 


fyyd ccording to an OLD LOG BOOK that I have maintained through- 
\2L1 out the years, I hear my first "wireless" signals on Christmas Eve 
1916* On the memorable night I put the finishing touches on a 
homemade receiver and using a bedspring for an antenna, tuned in NAA 
at Arlington, Virginia sending time signals and press dispatches. For 
the remainder of that winter I heard dozens of ships at sea, and in the 
spring of 191? listened in on ships of the Great Lakes as they tuned up 
their "spark" transmitters for the coming season on the Lakes. 

Attending East Technical High School at the time, 1 naturally became 
an ardent member of the school's wireless club. One day, while list 
ening on the marine frequency in the club's shack, I happened onto 
WCS, the SS Alpena handling message traffic with VBE, Sarnia, Ontario 
A close friend of mine was operator on that vessel and this incident 
inspired me to become a ship operator. Subsequently, I studied hard, 
acquired the necessary commercial license and was assigned to the SS 
Peter Reiss (freighter). 1 felt a tinge of importance as I scrambled up 
her ladder, having been told that my arrival would trigger their sailing 
as they couIdn 1 1 depart without a wireless operator. From that day 
on, I was called "SHARKS". 

As we left Buffalo bound for Green Bay, Wisconsin, I got my first look 
at a shipboard installation, awe-inspiring to this novice, with its switch 
es, push buttons and gadgets that I'd have to become acquainted with.* 
For some days we plowed northward, with me practicing message-hand¬ 
ling procedures — all this, of course, with the vessel's antenna discon¬ 
nected so that my synthetic messages would not actually get on the 
air for other stations to hear. 

I had been warned to "count to •five 1 after starting the transmitter, to 
permit the rotary spark gap to reach full speed before I pressed the 
key. "You*!! be sorry" they said If that gap is running too slow .It'll 
do damage and probably blow the Leyden Jar condensers.". I had the 
procedure down perfect, that is, until that first actual message which 
was directed to my ship. Then, overly anxious to answer the calling 
station, I forgot to count to five and... you guessed it, the shack was 
rent with an earsplitting crash and filled with blue smoke* I was off 
the air until repairs and replacements could be made. The delay in 
finally handling that first message took the wind out of my sails and 
put a dent in my pride as the Peter Reiss operator. 


S.S.STATE OF OHIO-WFR 


twin Stack Sidewheeler Plying between the teerLean side of Lake Erie and Canadian porta - pri¬ 
marily to Pt. Stanley, Ont., and various Island resorts. Wireless shack just forward of the 
stacks Is marked by the awning. * * fl wlth the fringe on top.” The SS State of Ohio burned at her 
pier In Cleveland In Hay 1914. From the Collection of Richard Gordo - TA-16. 


A Great Lakes Pioneer. .. 


You are looking at a picture of a very 
dedicated man. His name is Ralph C. 
Folk man whose stories of the early day: 
on the Great Lakes tells you about his 
early life and experiences. Later he 
spent many years developing radio in 
the Cleveland Police Department where 
he remained until retirement. Ralph 
has held many offices in the early days 
of the Society such as Area Director 
and later on our Board of Governors. 
He also was our outstanding cartoonist 
and has assisted with many drawings 
his consumate skill and generous pen 
furnished the Society. It was stalwart 
members such as "FO" who rate much 
of the credit for the growth and stand¬ 
ing of the Society of Wireless Pioneers. 


Later that season I found myself aboard the SS City of Erie, passenger 
ship plying between Cleveland and Buffalo. This was a far cry from 
the freighter job and necessitated a 'natty 1 blue uniform instead of 
overalls. Experiences too numberous to relate happend on the Erie. 
The SS city of Buffalo ran exactly opporite to us, passing our ship eacl 
morning at two A.M., at which moment we two operators would hit th< 
key in friendly salute. 

I had noticed that when the Buffalo's operator pressed his wireless key 
a section of lights on their freight deck brightened considerably. I 
told the operator about this strange phenomenon and he sard he would 
check it. Later, he revealed that the ship's electrician had put a 
voltmeter on the freight deck fights and found, when the transmitter 
key was pressed, those lights went up seven volts above normal voltage! 


Apparently this circuit was somehow tuned to accept the ship's trans¬ 
mitter frequency and was receiving the additional voltage by radiation 
imput from my "wireless". Nothing serious came of this except for 
the fact that bulb burnouts were more frequent in that part of the 
'Buffalo's' lighting system. 


One season followed another and each spring found me sitting in the 
rooms of RCA, Intercity Radio, and other offices where operators 
awaited assignments to ships. Eventually I had racked up a second 
stint on the City of Erie, two tricks on the Seeandbee, the Goodtime, 
and the Tionesta, then back to freighter life aboard the Cletus Schnei¬ 
der, Angelina, Frontenac, G-A. Tomlinson and the William G. Mather. 


Plfli IS) 
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S.S. TIONESTA - WGA. 

Ralph C* "FO n FOLKKAN was "Chief” on the S*S, Tioneeta back In 
1926. Ralph ha* held 23 CMtterclal "ttckere* since 1920, Some 
of the ships he sailed included the SS Peter Relss/WKX, SS City 
of Erie/WFP, SEEANDBEE/WFS (1923; Cletus Schneider/KMEO, SS 
Angeline/KFU; SS Goodtime/WCP, G.A* Toalinsofi/KU3U, SS th C, 
Mather and the Tioneata, Be also worked at "VTIt" Cleveland in 
1925 and also relieved many times for short periods. After a long 
stint and on leave from the Cleveland Police Department where he 
served for 38 years (helping to establish the system and at sta¬ 
tions WRBH & KQB57) he took a ^e-tread” on the SS SOUTH AMERICAN 
for several cruises in 1%5. Picture of the Tioneata, eourtest of 
Dana Thomas Bowen. Reprinted from Sparks III. SGWP. 


(Cmrtinuid from Paa« 15} 


W hile on the S eeandhee I saw the transition from the original spark 
transmitters to tube equipment, the latter permitting radiophone conversations 
with other ships ami shore stations, as well as code. Along with this moderniza¬ 
tion in marine communication the crystal detectors (with their famous cat 
whiskers) disappeared as more sophisticated receivers took over. 

I never had to send out an S O S, but served as "traffic cop'* in connection 
with one. In 1925 1 was summoned ashore from a ship assignment to work the 
night shift at WTK. Low er Lakes link with shipping, located on the tenth floor 
of the Cleveland Hotel. My first night on watch (first hour, in fact) there was a 
faint S O S on the air. Mechanically, I kicked in the big generator for the first 
time and piped down all ship radio activity in my area after learning that the 
vessel in distress was off the Virginia coast* Couldn’t afford any unnecessary 
interference at a time like this* 1 kept curious lake operators muffled* policing 
the air under my jurisdiction until some hours later when the distress was 
cleared. I had kept a complete log of all the activity* 

Incidently, my chief operator Hank Grossman was the individual who, 
aboard the Alpena about seven years before, had inspired me to become an 
operator. He relieved me after the exciting night shift and asked to see the log. 
His eyes bugged as he demanded "All right, now let s see the real log.” When 
he finally realized that 1 had l>een involved in this distress emergency he blurted 
out, "Wow, first hour on watch in his first coastal job—and he hits the jackpot!" 

But shore-station operating somehow- lacked those elements I had enjoyed so 
much aboard ship. It wasn't too long before 1 was again underway, breathing 
fresh air and seeing a different port every few days. 

Looking back, a number of incidents stand out in my mind Like the time 
w hen that devastating tornado swept through Lorain, Ohio, and tt fell to me to 
serve as relafV link between the freiiditer Grand Island, pinned behind the 
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CLEVELAND COASTAL 

STATION - W T t 

500 cycle. Spark Transmitter 

Quenched Gap at Right* 

Below - Wave-Change Swotcj/ 

Picture taken in 1925* It 
had been in operation since 
1921, Furnished by Ralph 
C. Folkxaan 


twisted bridge in that city, and the outside world. With no wire service out of 
the crippled city, the Grand Island operator fed his messages to me on low 
power—and our freighter, off Cleveland at the time, passed the information on 
to the Red Cross and others* 

Another thing 1 well remember is the unexpected run of jumbo perch off the 
dock in Little Current, Ontario, where I tied into 270 of them. Our crew ate fish 
for about a week. I remember the numerous times we carried ore from the 
Upper Lakes to the hungry furnaces of the Ford Motor Company at River 
Rouge, near Detroit. We proved to bean important factor in Ford's lofty aim— 
a new' car every fifty-five seconds, HI never forget July 4, 1924. churning 
southward across Lake Superior from Fort William to Marquette* Michigan. A 
sudden drop in temperature and heavy snow-storm coated m with thick ice, t 
repeat, this was on the f ourth of July ! 

Not to be forgotten is the time I slipped into the ship's refrigerator, tiptoeing 
past a sleeping cook, in search of a between-meal snack. The big door slammed 
dosed behind me and the light went out, leaving me to shivver for what seemed 
an eternity until 1 was "rescued"—I almost got pneumonia from that deal! 

On June 12, 1925, about 2:00 a*m.* my ship, WFS, was called by WSBV 
‘What ship is that and where are you bound, 1 ' the operator asked 

"This is the great ship S eeandbee and our destination is Buffalo, l pounded 
out on the key. Thumbing through the ship directors * Hound WSBN to be the 
SS Leuathan, who by now was asking for a repeat. "The great uhot? the 
operator sarcastically keyed. Forget it " I came back* After all, who's going to 
boast to the largest ship afloat about being gmrf? 

Ven few employees of the C&B Lines w ere ever summoned to appear before 
T p Newman, general manager, unless they were in some kind of trouble* But 
when this radio operator got his summons, it proved quite different, 

"You’ve been with us for a few- years now," said Newman, And although 
your ships have been noted for carrying newlyweds to Niagara Falls, you 
yourself didn’t make it to the falls on your honeymoon 1 With that he presented 
me with a pair of tickets, all-expense in scope, for me and my comparatively 
new w ife to visit Niagara Falls in style* "Everything on the house, he beamed 
Most of those sailing for the C&B Lines had him pegged as a "whip cracker 1 
found that he had a heart of gold. 

Radio operating aboard the Goodtime proved to be a paid vacation Federal 
Uw stated that this ship had to cam wireless for safetv of its passengers on 
pleasure trips to Cedar Point, Put-imBay and cm moonlight rides out of 
Cleveland. Very few messages were handled 

The acquiring of this vessel by the C&B Lines permitted the busy City of Erie 
to again return to its Cleveland-Buffa!o night run. The Goodtime had call letters 
WCP* which someone said meant "Wireless Cedar Point* She carried a 500- 
watt spark (quenched gap) transmitter, not unlike the Eric and Buffalo. The 
operator w as also responsible for a PA system that picked up the band on the 
forw ard dance floor and blared with big bull horns toward the pier when the 
Goodtime was departing or arriving* 

But finally 1 succumbed to becoming a landlubber* writlngfbr the Cleteland 
Plain Dealer as Associate Radio Editor, and serving as operator at Station WHK 
which was owned primarilv by this newspaper. At the time, the city was 
dickering w ith WHK to devise a police radio system for Cleveland, Singled out 
for this task, I w orked through the summer of 1929, designing such a project . In 
Septemlwr of that year the fruits of my labor were installed at Central Police 
Station—w ith six radio can on the road, t officially moved from the WHK 
control room to the new one just installed by the police, staying on after joining 
the department for a lengthy career Along with "calling all cars the system 
eventual h added radiotelegraph for coin mu ideation with other police depart* 
ments in most major cities of the U*5., bringing together on this net numerous 
ex-ship operators. I, personally, found a few of my shipmates "pounding brass" 
for the police across the country* 

Then, in 1965, with hut three more years to go for police retirement, t was bit 
by the old "sailing bug" and re<|urslcd a leave of absence from the department. 
Shortly, I w as serving as operator on the SS South American , luxury cruise ship. 
Once on 1x>ard I found that what had been "wireless" had changed to 
sophisticated ' Radio," From spark transmitters and crystal detectors it had 
progressed to radar, ship toshore radiophone, direction finders, a PA system 
that utilized thirty-two loudspeakers, and many oilier innovations too numer¬ 
ous to mention. It was like learning the radio operating profession all over 
again. And at my age then, it wasn’t easy! 

At the beginning of the season we carried high school seniors on three, four 
and five-day cruises. One of these trips catered to exchange students from 
Mexico, Brazil. Uruguay, Chili and Peru* Plenty of guitars came aboard with 
these southern kids and, needlevs to say, the talent shows held nightly were 
glorified by them* 

A whole book could he written on just the exciting experiences on this last 
of the Great Lakes cruise ships. The old South was an excellent feeder. Once 
this ship was the recipient of a national aw-ard for the best food—ashore or 
afloat’ Waitresses, galley help, tins boys, in fact most of the crew* consisted of 
college students working their wav through school. And all were required, 
w hen thev w ere employed to have som^ special talent that could contribute to 
the ship s entertainment of passengers. The young fellow that saw to it that 1 
had fresh ice water and warm biscuits at dinner proved to lie another Fred 
Astaire on the ship stage. A dishwasher in the galley, w ho 1 later learned w as a 
graduate of the Detroit Institute of Technology', looked and danced like Bill 
Robinson* The South American was loaded w ith such surprises. (One of my 
closest "brass pounding" buddies passed aw ay not too long ago and 1 liecame 
heir to his Vibmplex (telegraph) kev, Ellis Smith had more than once expressed 
a desire to serve as operator on the Stwf/i hut ne'er made it* His ke\ did 
however. localise 1 carried it ulmard with me to use while handling message 
traffic. I*iii sure he wmild have liked tliat.) (Comlmitd on Pag* 17} 
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Coastal Station "WTK" atolp 
Cleveland Hotel during 1920'«. 
Major link with grain and ore 
vessels and passenger ships* 
Antennas supported by Hotel’s 
sign 20 stories above the pub¬ 
lic square* "FO" 


I soon learned that the present-day radio officer 
was treated as such — an officer and a gentle¬ 
man, Whoever made up the crew roster certain¬ 
ly had both ends of my welfare In mind. They 
had me eating In the dining-room with the ship 
chaplain, and abandoning ship, if need be, with 
the bartender. One who became a buddy to me 
was the vessel’s photographer, Harry Wolf, who 
would amble about the decks, snapping candid 
shots of the passengers, everyone of which be¬ 
came a masterpiece. Many of his photos now 
fill my files, awaiting those days when 1 mull 
over the old experiences. 

I won't forget that ,f big shot 11 passenger who 
made a $9.95 phone call from the ship to his 
office in Detroit- He later made the gruelling 
climb back to the radio shack to get the change 

he had coming - 1 think it was a nickel ! in 

the last hour aboard before flying back to Cle¬ 
veland and my old police job, I went to the 
pilothouse for the captain's signature on my 
license, attesting to my service on board- I 
got the signature all right, and a fringe benlfit 
too. " A pleasure to have had you aboard. 
Sparks", from Captain Barney Olson. Thus end¬ 
ed my sailing days on the Great Lakes. 

Ralph C. Folkman - R/0. 


Pee Reef Lights in the Straits of 
Mackinac. In the 1930 , s It was 
operated with 4 men but since then 
the lights are automated. 


Key July 3 1982. Operated many Lake 
ships, also NAJ, GH/WGH. WGN etc. 
Early ham call - "RM" 1910, 


Corporation Stastion at Mantiowoc,Wl 
r (;*869-P) at typewriter (mill), Otis 
i Ry (standing). The station operate' 


STATION - WWW - Wabash Radio 
Operator - Orville 0. Keister 
Granger of the Pere Marquette Ky 

on 1775, 730, 705 and 600 meters as did other Wabash 
WMX - Hanistique, Ml, WFK - Franport MI,and WDM - Menominee, Mi. 
Keister operated WWW for the last 10 years of employment. 


operated 
stations: 


SS SEEANQBEE (WES) Only four-stack si dewheel passenger vassal on the Great Lake*. 
This snip operated primarily between Cleveland and Buffalo, with occasional charter cruises 
that included most of the Lakes. During WW-2 she had her top decks "shaved" and served 
as a flat top to train Navy flyers. She was renamed the U5S WOtVERlENE and some 18,000 
pilots received training from her 550-tong fli^it deck.Many 5WP members were assigned to 
the SS. SEEANOBEE including the author *n 1917 and our Cartoonist Ralph Folkman in 1923. 
By 1920 the spark transmitter had been auynented with a 250-W phone and CW rig and , t was 
used as a gunoa pig tor other such installations. She was sold for scrap in 19*? to. A. F, 
Wagner of Milwaukee. Photo i* from collection of ftlch&rd Gordo TA-16. 
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STATION - WGO - CHICAGO 
Coast station of RGA 1940 atop the 
Pick-Congress Hotel,(Now Conrad 
Hilton. Long since closed. Picture 
by Ralph H.G. Mathews. 






R.H.G. "Mitty" MATHEWS 
Abowd SS City of Chicago. 1912-1914. 


RALPH C FOLKMAN 


(Continued from Pago 16} 
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HISTORICAL PAPER 


"Facsimile" says Webstar, is ”an exact reproduction or copy”. 
Prefix it with "Tele” and the function would be performed "at 
a distance".. "Telefacsimile 1 * * usually shortened to jiet "Fac¬ 
simile" or "Fax” In the field of telecommunications usually has 
referred to a digital system (off-on) which permits the transmis¬ 
sion of simple textual material, tine drawings, and the like. "Tel¬ 
ephoto” (or Wirefoto, or Radiophoto) generally speaking is another 
very similar system, but analogue in nature, providing for a "grey 
scale" varying in density between solid black and pure white, for 
the transmission of photographic typa images. As new digital 
techniques are developed, the distinction of the past between the 
two may very well become blurred, if not obsolete. 





"Facsimile” may, unfortunately, enjoy a reputation of being one of 
the least istderstood methods of telecommunicaions insofar as op¬ 
portunity of economical use and application is concerned. A care¬ 
ful review of the major it y of advertisements and promotional mater¬ 
ial appearing from time to time over the last fifty years would 
most certainly create the impression that facsimile was on the 
threshold of introducing revolutionary changes in several areas. And 
it should be noted, some very large antities became quite active 
in this field. It was strongly implied from time to time that, for 
example, "newspapers” would eventually be "printed directly in 
homes by electronic means”. And, most business letters would be 
transmitted and received in offices in a matter of minutes, and the 
delays in postal service would forever disappear. But, over the 
years, periodically the question "Say, whatever happened to fac¬ 
simile?" would crop up. A completely definitive answer never 
seemed to appear. The writer, who through this period likes to 
think he used and experimented with virtually all types of fac¬ 
simile and telephoto equipment, would lake to share his opinions 
on this subject with others in trying to find an answer to the 
question. But, first to get things into perspective, let's back¬ 
track and look briefly at the past history of facsimile. 



The principle of facsimile seems to have developed very early - 
before the turn of the century. Case Hi of Florence, about 1645, 
called a system he developed "PANTOORAPMIC" (See Fig. 1). One 
of his first demonstrations was the sending of a message written 
in Persian ideographs. Blake well of London in 1850 named his 
system the "Copying Telegraph" and he demonstrated how actual 
handwritten signatures could be transmitted for banking or con¬ 
tract purposes when required. Bakewell's system involved writing 
on tinfoil with a pen dipped in varnish. The tinfoil was wrapped 
around a revolving cylinder type drum on which a stylus rode, 
moved latterly by an endless screw mechanism driven by a spring 
clock-work device. A similar arrangement but with chemically 
treated paper on the drum was used for reception over some kind 
of a wire line. Passage of current through a stylus caused the 
paper to darken, and the writing appeared in white. Drum syn¬ 
chronism of course between the transmitting and receiving points 
was essential. We assume the clocks were reasonably accurate 
for this purpose. 

Alexander G. Bell, inventor of the telephone, also developed in 
1875, a system called the "Autographic Telegraph", it was com¬ 
pletely different in some respects from the Blakewell system, in 
that It utilized a long row of styli moved as a group across a 
metal plate on which messages were handwritten with a pen dipped 
in non-metallic ink. Each stylus was mechanically connected to a 
reed, the vibrations of which sent its particular undulations into 
a common line. At the receiving end a series of reeds covering 
the width of the recording paper was connected to the line. Each 


of these was equipped with a metal point which touched the sur* 
face of mercury in a cup when the reed vibrated. This completed 
a circuit at the receiving terminal from a local battery to a stylus 
which recorded a mark on a moving roll of chemically treated paper. 
Systems developed later usually involved rotating scanning and re¬ 
cording drums. (Fig. II) A few used a meet 'lical horizontal swe¬ 
eping action back and forth across the scanned material and the 
recording paper. (See Fig. III). The big breakthrough was the 
arrival of the photo-cell for optically scanning images, and tuning 
forks and crystals for providing syehronization between the trans¬ 
mitting and receiving terminals. A number of systems - all com¬ 
pletely operative were developed by Aldan, Baird, Belin, Finch, 

Hogan, Hell, Jenkins, Muirhead, Ranger, Toho Denki and Western 
Union, among others. A wide range of recording mediums were 
employed - ink, carbon paper impressions, coated carbon paper, 
hot wax or gas on chemically treated paper, damp electrolytic 
paper, and electrostatic methods among other things usually with 
a stylus of some sort providing pressure, sparks, ink, or just plain 
electric current on or into the recording medium. One system 
used postwar-H was the one developed by Cooley of Times Facsi¬ 
mile which produced a large number of fax units for the U.S. 
Weather Bureau National Met Network, and "Wirephoto” units for 
the picture service of the Associated Press. Incidentally about 
this time, Press Wireless developed a "frequency shift" system 
(akin to FM) which made it possible to satisfactorily overcome 
"fading" and to transmit good quality news photos globally through 
HF radio facilities. 

Extensive use of facsimile has been for some years been made in 
the meteorological map field and in some other specialized activi¬ 
ties. Telephoto/fax volume grows larger every year in the news- 
photo agencies and In multiple location newspaper and magazine 
printing plants such as that used by the New York Times, Wall 
Street Journal, NewsWeek, Time Magazine, etc. The newspaper 
USA TODAY prints daily editions by facsimile in excellent full 
color at some 17 printing plants scattered over the U. S. fed by 
geostationery satellite facilities. 



Currant reports from Japan indicate a growing production of Fac¬ 
simile equipment. Many improvements have been made In the last 
few years in shorter transmission time, definition (quality) and 
ease of operation. Fig. IV shows a current model of a facsimile 
transceiver made in Japan. Whether some of the application re¬ 
strictions of the past will still be present remains to be seen. The 
principle problems of the past are outlined below. 
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THE "PERISHABILITY" FACTOR: News and weather information 
are at the top of the list. Both change in content almost from 
minute to minute* Transmission of such intelligence by the fastest 
possible means is vital. When used in criminal identification finger 
prints and photo transmission in a matter of minutes can be highly 
important. So can the transmission of medical X-rays for a doctor 
who needs the skillful scrutiny of them by specialists who may be 
a thousand or more miles distant. Conveyance by mail or messenger 
may be simply too slow to be effective when graphic advertising 
layouts with deadlines are involved. Much of this type of informa¬ 
tion involves elements which just can't, yet! be conveyed by alpha- 
numerical keyboards in sufficient detail and definition. One could 
readily transmit the entire set of Encyclopedia by facsimile, but 
its content changes only very slowly over the years. Mail, parcel 
post service or messenger conveyance would normally be adequate 
from a speed standpoint. 

THE "PREPARATIQN" FACTOR : Business letters, orders, and the 
like for transmission by facsimile rmst normally be typed up in 
some form before transmission. So often it seems as though it has 
been overlooked that if such intelligence must first be translated 
into an alpha-numerical keyboard system, one might just as well 
transmit It by such means (teleprinter, VDT, Word Processors, etc) 
to its destination in the first place as it is composed. 

Other elements have played a part in the problem in the past. 

For example, while Western Union only experimented with, then 
rejected as uneconomic, facsimile on its inter-city routes, it did 
employ facsimile extensively to serve small customers. Florists 
war* an examole of btsiness needing to latftch perhaps half a 



The Western Union's 
"DESK FAX" 


dozen telegrams a day to distant places. To cater to this market 
WO developed an inexpensive "Desk-Fax" machine (See Fig. V) 
which was Installed in the user’s place of business. On its scanned 
cylinder It was only necessary to wrap a handwritten or typed mes¬ 
sage, push a button and the telegram would in a matter of a couple 
of minutes reach the main telegraph office for forwarding over main 
lines. Between 1949 and 1964 over 40,000 such Desk-Fax units were 
in use handling some 50 million messages a year. But along came 
computers, WU's Telex Service, Data Transmission, and perhaps most 
important, the gradual disuse of telegrams in favor of long-distance 
telephone calls. Western Union 4 * Desk-Fax business disappeared 
during the early 1970's almost as quickly as it had been established 
some 25 years earlier. 

One of the reasons facsimile methods for general public telegraph 
application failed to develop doubtless was because many users of 
ordinary "telegrams" became very reliant on the telegraph company 
transforming illegibility into readability. That is, it was common 
for messages in nearly undecipherable hand writing scrawls (and 
sometimes scribbled on both sides of the paper) to be handed to 
the telegraph company for forwarding. Such messages usually rea¬ 
ched the addressee - magically - in clean typewritten highly read¬ 
able form - thanks to the conversion - and even editing to some 
extent by telegraph operators. Such service was quite unlike that 
provided by the US Postal entity, which delivered the intelligence 
filed with It in exactly the original form mailed by a sender. If 
the receiver could not read the material mailed to him that was 
his problem* And, it was also unlike the telephone service where 
a party could obtain an instant repeat of sonneting he could not 
understand by merely saying to the other party "What was that' 1 ?, 
or "Say that again". 

What about the frequently promised "electronic newspaper In the 
home"? Those who visualized such a system operating during, most 
likely, early morning hours on AM broadcasting stations - or even 
by multiplex at any hour over FM stations - had apparently not 
considered or known about all the problems which would be en¬ 
countered. These included the fairly high initial cost of reliable 
fax equipment, the cost and logistics of recording paper, the re¬ 
action of the home owner to having to fold or wind up yards of 
recorder paper each morning upon arising, the annoying noise of an 
operating recorder, the physical problem of "quickly turning" to 
the sports page, or the financial page (as offered by the convention¬ 
al newspaper), the cost of broadcasting station time, obtaining ad¬ 
vertising sponsorship to off-set costs, etc. One element it could 
have provided was the "recall ability" provided by permanently 
printed forms of information - namely the opportunity for a sub¬ 
scriber to "reread" a paragraph or sentence if he wished. Quite 
unlike information transmitted by radio to the ear - or to the eye, 
which once flashed over the air is, in effect, forever lost! 

Facsimile for some years was looked upon as probably having the 
perfect answer to some of the telecommunications problems in¬ 
volved in alphabets other than the "Roman" style used with con¬ 
ventional keyboards. For example the Japanese language can be 
expressed moderately well through utilizing Roman style letters in 


a phonetic equivalent of Japanese called "Romaji*, But for perfect 
clarity a Japanese uses combinations of Kanji characters (derived 
from the Chinese) with Katakana characters ("stiff hand") of Hir- 
agana - the cursive form of writing. Kanji is essentially a "pic¬ 
ture" language. (More on this later). The Japanese developed 
several types of facsimile after WW2 to meet a number of require¬ 
ments, especially for full page newspaper transmission to permit 
Tokyo editions to be reproduced and quickly printed in otlUr cities 
in Japan. On business and social messages exchanged within Japan, 
facsimile never seemed to be iced very extensively. Since type¬ 
writers capable of writing adequate Japanese were somewhat slow 
in coming (and cumbersome when they did) messages were normally 
handwritten. Press Wireless and KDD (Hokusai Ganshin Denwa - 
the Japanese international communications company) made a special 
facsimile service available to Japanese press correspondents sta¬ 
tioned in New York and the UN filing news dispatches to Japanese 
newspapers. But they declined to use it, preferring to use Romaji 
(see above). This reluctance or refusal - actually - was due at 
least in part to a psychological attitude - almost all of them felt 
their handwriting in Japanese characters tended to become a "scrib¬ 
ble" under pressure, and it was deemed impolite to subject one's 
editors to anything they might have trouble in reeding. One cor¬ 
respondent told the writer "I'm a newsman, not an artist...*.! just 
don't have time to draw Japanese characters carefully by hand 
ising a pen". So, they preferred and continued to use Romaji over 
conventional teleprinter facilities. Who could blame them? It 
really was easier to type the Romaji "TETSUDOO" for example on 
a regular typewriter or teleprinter keyboard than to draw the Japan¬ 
ese character a U ^ meaning railroad. And of course the 
conventional J] Jfi facilities provided a carbon copy - im¬ 

portant when they filed the original with a transmitting carrier - 
necessary for their files on what they had sent. 

The Japanese post WW2 also developed a couple of most unique 
teleprinters for handling Japanese characters. The first was quite 
limited in the number of characters because it included English 
alphanumeric^ as wail as utilizing a triple-shift keyboard they had 
developed for SO baud teleprinter circuit. The sending machine was 
quite large with a great many push-buttons on a panel for produc¬ 
ing the characters. The receiving machine employed a cylinder car¬ 
rying the Japanese characters, and this moved both laterally and 
rotated and printed the characters through an ink ribbon onto paper. 

The telecommunications problem in China from a telegraphic 
standpoint has always been that the thousands of Chinese characters 
do not convey souncfe as do alphabet tetters. Instead they convey 
meaning. (Simplified examples: The symbol for "man" combined 
with the one for "wonf stands for "honesty" - man standing by 
word. The characters for "sun" and "moon" when combined mean 
"bright"). This has a distinct advantage - a literate Chinese can 
communicate with another by writing, even though each may speak 
one of the completely different dialects in use throughout China. 

The characters have exactly the same meaning to all literate Chin¬ 
ese - just as a triangle sign by the roadside means ATTENTION! to 
people of many language habits. When the Morse Telegraph came 
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to China a practical way had to be found to use It. A "Sino-Morse" 
telegraph code would require extremely long combinations of dots, 
dashes and spaces which of course was completely impractical. As 
a result in 1BS2 the first Chinese Telegraphic code book was devised 
and published by the Danish Company, Great Northern Telegraph 
Company which had installed a number of submarine telegraph cables 
and offices in China, Vladivostok and other Asian locations. (See 
Fig. VI). This assigned to over 6,000 commonly used Chinese char¬ 
acters, a four figure (Arabic) number group which was readily trans¬ 
mitted and received by conventional telegraph operators everywhere. 
This system is still used today but the code book has been expanded 
to some 250 pages and lists over 9,000 Chinese characters. Its 
principal problem lies in the length of time It requires for a sender 
and recipient and search through the book for the appropriate char¬ 
acters and numeral groups. One report says it takes the average 
Chinese businessman some 15 minutes to compose or "unpack" a 
simple ten word message. The adoption of facsimile in China has 
apparently been rather slow - probably for several reasons aside from 
polit-diplo reasons, including demand, and the probable inadequacy of 
suitable channels, but this is expected to change in the near future. 
Computers have already been designed to accomodate Chinese/English 
and English/Chinese automated translation. 

Two older systems, both semi-facsimile in nature should be mentioned 
at this point. Each was very reliable and saw many years of service. 
The first was the "Hell Schreiber" invented by Dr, R* Hell circa, 

1934 especially for use on radio transmissions. Alpha-numerical 
characters were generated by a keyboard 5 unit teleprinter type of 
punched tape which controlled contact fingers touching a rotating 

(Canttauvd m Pigt 25 ) 
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A SALUTE TO OUR INLAND SEAS CHAPTER 


-Inland Seas 
Society of Wireless Pioneers Inc 

6289 OLDE ORCHARD DR 
COLUHtJUS ON 6321 3 


VoluM * No. 2 
torch-Ncril IW4. 


AND ITS MEMBERS 


Meet The 'Skipper' of The Inland Seas Chapter 


"Happy Birthday" Chapter XIV—"Smooth Sailing ! 

It was Paul and Phyllis Stevenson who, some six years ago volunteered to est¬ 
ablish a Chapter of the Society in the area we had designated on our organiz¬ 
ational chart as "The Inland Seas Chapter Area" An area mostly contig¬ 
uous to or near the American side of the Great Lakes, The Chapter was 
incorporated under the laws of the State of Illinois on April 6 1979* The 
Inland Seas Chapter is now over Five years old and doing just fine...Thank You! 

Credit also goes to Malcolm W. McRae, one of the co-founders who became a 
Silent Key Jan. 26 1980. Messrs. Wayne J. Sutser, Clyde C. Richlieu, Theo¬ 
dore K. Phelps, Clarence 0. Kelley and Perry 0. Ballinger are listed as the 
Charter Directors. It is noted also that Ero Erickson lent his support in the 
establi shing of the new Chapter. 

The Chapter Founders decided in 1983 that 
the snow and ice of the 'Windy City* was a 
bit much so they sold their home in nearby 
Waukegan, hoisted the Blue Peter, weighed 
anchor and took off in their flying Flapjack 
a —rj u for the South Seas where they spent cons id- 

• STEVENSON efat>,e time criss-crossing Australia, New 

a _Zealand and Hawaii. They have been back 
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in the USA for some time but have their bags packed for Europe and other 
far-a-way places. Their mailing address until they drop permanent anchor is: 
10 Fairview Terrace, Winchester, MA 01890. 

Meanwhile t Chapter XIV is in good hands, Theodore K. "Ted 11 Phelps - W8TP, 
SOWP - 881 -P who has been Assistant Director for some time was elected the 
Chapters new Director and doing a fine job. He is also Beacon Editor and its 
Publisher. "Ted 11 was recently nominated to become a Vice Present in the 
Society in charge of Communications and as Chief Operator of all Society Nets 
Continuing tenure will of course be subject to coming election. 

As may be expected, many of our members in the Inland Seas Chapter have 
sailed the Great Lakes and many stories of their experiences have appeared in 
earlier issues of the "Beacon". Since few members have had the opportunity 
of reading the Beacon (*) other than Chapter members, we have selected a 
few of those related to the Great Lakes, in keeping with the format of this 
issue. The Beacon has published many articles telling of experiences over 
the world. They are available to all SOWP members who may wish to join 
Inland Seas Chapter at a nominal fee • The only requirement is that the mem¬ 
ber be "Active" {dues paid] on Society records. The address of the Inland 

Seas Chapter is showing on the heading above. 

The *door*mat' says "Welcome Back" and the latch-string is out to the 
Stevensons when their peregrinations subside and the wanderlust virus comes 
back under control. 

™ ms. jb . 


The Director of the Inland Seas Chapter XIV is Theodore 
K, Hid* Phelps, SOUP No. 881-P, ISC Ho.9-C. He and 
his wife, Jodie, live at 62S9 Olde Orchard Drive, 
Columbus, Ohio, 43213. They have three grown children 
and three grandchild* er*. 


Ted s first commercial radiotelegraph 
the summer of 1939 aboard the Georgian 
Lakes cruise flagship, S/S South Amir 
returned to the South American for 
season. jn the summer of 1941, he 
aboard the S/S Norh American, VISA, s 
South American. He then became Chief 
S/S Alabina, UPCT, the third vessel in 
line fleet. 


assignment was in 
lay Lines Great 
lean, UGCU. He 
the 1940 sailing 
served briefly 
ister ship of the 
Operator aboard 
the Georgian bay 


He also had two ocean vessel assignments in 1941 and 
1942 aboard S/S Alcoa Cadet, WNEQ, a genera! cargo and 
bauxite carrier and a Soeony- Vatutin oil tanker, S/S 
Stanvac Melbourne, HFTG, He was aboard the latter in 
Talara, Peru, on Pearl Harbor day, December 7, 1941. 
The Melbourne became a U.S. Navy auxiliary supply ship 
for several months along the vest coast of South 
America, making shuttle trips between Peru and 
Valparaiso, Chile. 

Returning to the U.$, in the Spring of 1942, led joined 
the Electronics Training Group of the Army Signal Corps 
in Chicago. His active military duty began in January, 
1943, He served in the U.S* and overseas in Okinawa 
and Seoul, Korea, in signal intelligence units until 
Harch, 1946. 

He studied electrical engineering at the University of 
tUchigan and Illinois Institute of Technology and has 
an NBA degree from the University of Chicago. 

Ted recently retired from A.T.3T. (formerly Uesiern 
Electric 1 where he was a telephone systems engineer for 
38 years n Chicago, New Jersey and since 1976, in 
Columbus, Ohio, He completed his working career as a 
Senior Systems Standards Engineer. 

He joined SOUP in 1968 and has been Inland Seas Chapter 
Director and Inland Seas Deacon editor since April, 
1983, 

He has been a radio amateur since 1933 and has held an 
Extra Class license since 1969, His seventh and 
present call sign is U8IP. 

led'* amateur radio activities, in addition to SOUP 
nets, have included regular participation in the ARRL 
National Traffic System. Since 1978, he has been the 
host-chairman of the annual QSO Party held in December 
by the Telephone Pioneers of America, He is a Life 
Member of ARRL and 8CUA and a gold card Life Member of 
SOUP. 


SEE FOLLOWING PAGES FOR 
BEACON STORIES 
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LAKE CRUISE SHIPS 

THAT SAIL MO MORE 

Only two of the overnight passenger ships that once sailed the 
Great Lakes, the JUNIATA and the SOUTH AMERICAN, are still in 
existence, but in altered form. 

The SOUTH AMERICAN, last of the Great Lakes overnight passenger 
vessels, is berthed at a shipyard in Camden, N.J. with hope 
that something can be done to save her*. When in her glory, 
she was the flagship of the Chicago, Duluth and Georgian Bay 
Transit Co., with headquarters in Detroit, Michigan. 

The JUNIATA, converted in 1940 to the Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to 
Muskegon, Michigan, car and passenger ferry, MILWAUKEE CLIPPER, 
IS BERTHED AT Chicago’s Navy Pier as a maritime museum and res¬ 
taurant that was listed in December, 1983, in the National Reg¬ 
ister of Historic Places. Her topsides had been scrapped during 
her conversion, but her 1904 JUNIATA hull remained intact. Her 
quadruple-expansion steam engines, the last on the Great Lakes, 
were likewise kept for use in the streamlined CLIPPER. The ship 
stayed in service until 1970, then was sold in 1977 to a Chicago 
excursion company. 

Cruise plans were scuttled by the Coast Guard’s denial of cer¬ 
tification, but in 1980, the MILWAUKEE CLIPPER was towed to 
Chicago and permanently moored at Navy Pier, where hour-long 
tours are open to the public. 

JUNIATA’s sisters were the TI0NESTA and 0CT0RARA. TI0NESTA 
was the oldest, launched in 1902 and scrapped in 1940. The 
0CT0RARA was the youngest, launched in 1909. She was converted 
to a Coast Guard hotel ship in 1942, became an Army transport 
in the South Pacific and finally was scrapped in San Francisco 
in 1952. 

The Georgian Bay Liner NORTH AMERICAN, 291-foot sister ship to 
the SOUTH AMERICAN, didn’t fare as well. Sold to investors in 
Erie, PA, in 1962, NORTH AMERICAN was planned for excursion 
service. When the plans fell through, an Erie bank sold the 
vessel to the federal government for use as a merchant training 
ship. In 1966, while under tow to a new EAst Coast berth, she 
sank in a storm off Nantucket Island. 

The SOUTH AMERICAN still lingers. Her last season on the Great 
Lakes was 1967, when she carried passengers to the Montreal 
Expo. From there she sailed to the East Coast for conversion 
as a seafarers’ union trainee dormitory and classroom ship. 

But modifications were halted when it was decided that fire 
hazards were too great for dormitory usage. She was towed to 
Camden, N.J. in 1974 for scrapping and is still there. 

She is owned by a Michigan group that hopes to open her as a 
museum, restaurant and entertainment center at Mackinac Island. 
They’ve been hoping that since 1974, and while running up stor¬ 
age fees in New Jersey, ’’they’ve made dissapointly little pro¬ 
gress,” says Robert Pettigrew of the South Jersey Port Corpor¬ 
ation. 

”Her hull is in reasonably good condition,” he says, ’’although 
it’s got a couple of cracks that would have to be welded. Her 
wooden superstructure is in horrendous shape.” 

For the record, SOUTH AMERICAN was built in 1917 and has a 
gross tonnage of 2662. She is 321 feet long, with a beam of 
47 feet. She was operated by 170 officers and crew and had 
a passenger capacity of 500. 

(Most of the information for this article was taken from a 
story in the Buffalo, N.Y. NEWS for June 11, 1984, written 
by Mike Vogel.) 



Phyllis and Paul M. [Steve[ Stevenson stop off for a 
visit with Ye Ed and wife on their way to the South 
Seas. "Steve* and ,, Phyl" were the founders of the 
Inland Seas Chapter in 1979. 



Radio Room on the SS South American 
WGCW. Main Transmitter was RCA 
3426. Lakes Emergency Fey. was 410 
Khz but changed to 500 Khz in 1940 
when spark outlawed except emergency. 



SS .South American - WGCW 
Emergency spark Xmtr on 
fwd bulkhead, top right. 



Theodore K. "Ted" Phelc 
“rd Radio Officer on Si 
th American - WGC\A 

1939 
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THE ANN AMOR CAR FERRIES 


BY - GEORGE X.M. COLLIER 


To all hands: 

Steve has been badgering me for accounts of my shipboard service 
on the Ann Arbor car ferries ... and if he thinks it will be 
interesting, I'm willing, and here goes: 

The Ann Arbor Railroad baaed a fleet of five car ferries at 
Frankfort , namely, the Numbers 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7. I worked on 
the No, 3, and Will Stelzer, W8CFH, worked on the No, 5. 

All boats carried a combination radio op,-purser as a regular 
part of the crew. Radio work was at a minimum, the purser job 
having top priority* 

The No.s 5, 6, and 7 could haul some thirty freight cars each, 
plus a few automobiles; the 3 and 4 were in the 24-car category. 

As of now, the only boat left of the original fleet is the No,7 f 
which was rebuilt to electric propulsion and re-christened the 
Viking, t have crossed on her several times since conversion, 

A second boat has been leased from another railroad, which 
brings today's fleet to two boats. 

In my time, all boats were coal fired, with two triple expansion 
reciprocating engines. Average speed was around 12 mph—statute 
miles, not knots* 

Porta of call were Manitowoc and Kewaunee, Wisconsin, and Men¬ 
ominee and Manistique in Michigan's Upper Peninsula, All boats 
ran 12 months a year, and winter crossings sometimes got rather 
hairy. 

All the car ferries I ever saw carried th§ standard American 
Marconi half-Kw quenched multiple spark (QMS) transmitters, 
powered by a Crocker Wheeler 500Hz MG set situated on-the deck 
below the operating table and fed fro© the boat's DC mains. 

These little rigs were housed in a mahogany cabinet about 18” 
high, 12 TI wide and 12" deep, with a matching phenolic panel. 

The panel held the quenched gap, the hot wire antenna current 
meter, a wave change switch, and switchgear for the MG set, A 
mica transmitting condenser was also housed in the cabinet. 

The spark gap was two gaps in series, housed in a heavy metal 
and phenolic frame, bolted to the front of the panel. 

Movable electrodes were mounted on the ends of metal plugs 
about li H in diameter and if" long, threded approximately 40 
per inch. These plugs screwed into each end of the center 
casting, and the gaps formed discharged to a common center 
electrode. 

Thus it was possible to come up with two gaps, each adjusted to 
a few thousandths of an inch. The threads were smeared with 
grease to produce a fairly air-tight discharge chamber. 

These rigs were properly called "Impact Transmitters," the name 
being appropriate because power was applied to the antenna via 
the "sledge hammer" primary on the oscillation transformer, 
which was one turn of copper rod 5/16" in diameter. 

The secondary was inductively coupled to this turn and adjusted 
to obtain proper coupling, and loaded into the antenna at the 
operating frequency or wavelength, as it was then called. 

The power transformer was rather small, as 500 Hz did not de¬ 
mand very much core; it put out about 600 volts. 


*********** 
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11 THAT OPERATOR 'S FIST HOT ONLY 
HAS A LAKE ERIE SITING. ..DAMMED 
IF TT DOESN'T EVEN HAVE A DIXIE 
ACCENT* * 



These rigs were almost completely noiseless, with just enough 
whine to give a good side tone, I last saw one at the Ford 
Museum in Dearborn, Michigan, in 1963* 

1 like to think it was the one I used, and I believe that it 
was, because I vaguely recollect some marks I accidentally put 
on it. 

Revelvers were standard American Marconi efforts, using tapped 
coils and rather large variable condensers* A silicon and a 
carborundum detector were also mounted on the front panel* 

A test buzzer was incorportated in the unit so the operator 
could adjust his rock to a sensitive spot. 

t never used these detectors, since the receivers were modi¬ 
fied to use a single vacuum tube detector before I came into 
contact with them. 

Quite a few shipboard ope brought their receivers with them. 
These were usually composed to three spiderweb coils, a detec¬ 
tor, and one stage of audio. 

I believe they were manufactured by the Signal Electric Co, 
of Menominee, Michigan, who also make land line keys, sounders, 
relays, etc. I never had one, but have seen several. They 
were quite good units in their day. 

Antennas were usually four-wire flat tops, between 150 and 200 
feet long and 40 to 50 feet high, strung between the fore and 
after masts. 

The down lead was cabled from the antenna wires and entered 
the radio room via a porcelain or Electrose insulator of some 
sort, 

Electrose (moulded mud) strain insulators were usually used, 
but I remember a few of the old Marconi hard rubber tubes over 
manila rope with the space between rope and tube filled with 
sulphur. These worked OK, too. Ground, of course, was the 
ship's hull* 

The above covers shipboard installations fairly well, although 
some of the flossier boats had better equipment. The light¬ 
house tenders Sumac and Hyacinth really had the stuff, and were 
vacuum tube far earlier than the car ferries. I used to drool 
over that gear! 

Now to shore stations: Most shore units were composed of sep¬ 
arate parts, mounted as convenient. They were powered from the 
commercial 60 Hz mains, using an open core transformer putting 
out approximately 15 kV, 

Said transformer was mounted in a beautiful mahogany case about 
18" square and 30" long, and known as 2 Kw coffins* The coffins 
were filled with vaseline for HV bushings out the top* 

The oscillation transformer consisted of a few turns of copper 
strip about 2" wide, wound on porcelain spools on a wood frame. 
The secondary was also mounted on this frame, with provision for 
variable coupling with the primary. 

The transmitting condenser was a bank of 12 to 16 Leyden jars 
in a wood rack, mounted in a convenient place. The antenna 
loading coil was a part of most setups; it went between the 
secondary of the oscillation transformer and the antenna, A 
non-syochronous rotary gap ran fast enough to give a pleasing 
tone. 

A vavechange switch was mounted on the transmitter room wall 
and usually was operated by a lever alongside the operator's 
knee. Sash cord connected the lever and the swinger on the 
switch. 

Receivers were frequently RCA's IP 500 in one of its many forms; 
the Marconi ship receiver was also used. 

Normal watch frequency was 715 meters calling and listening and, 
I believe, 1060 meters for point to point traffic. I know the 
traffic wavelength was higher than the calling and listening 
wavelength. 
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^ GEO. X. M. COLLIER 

(Continued from Pige 22) 

During WWI, the Navy took over all maritime radio and inducted 
the civilian personnel into the Navy. This was a bit before 
my time, so I don't know exactly how it was arranged. I did 
buy some tubes from the NCO in charge of the Ann Arbor setup 
when the Navy returned the various stations to civilian status. 

We now have a pretty good idea about what was being used on the 
Lakes during the period 1917-1927 ... 

Normal wavelength was 715 meters, and we did not stand a 600 
meter watch. A wave-change switch on the QMS transmitters was 
supposed to cut the rig to 300meters, but I believe that on 
most transmitters, the switch cut them to 200 meters so the op. 
could ham. 

Mine was this way, although I didn't do it myself. One had to 
be a bit careful, because mobile operation was not authorized 
for hams at that time. But who needed to know. We hammed as 

if we were fixed and at low power—it was great fun. 

Since radiomen will be radio men, each guy thought his trans¬ 
mitter tone had to be different from that of any other. To do 
this, he doctored the motor on the MG set as Follows: 

The motors were shunt wound and ran 5,000 RPM. To get a higher 

note you had to make the motor go faster. 

To get this higher speed, one had to add resistance in series 
with the shunt field. Such resistance was obtained via 100 watt 
lanps. One lamp gave about 550Hz and two lanps in series gave 
about 600 Hz. 

This meant that those MG sets were turning up around 6,000 RPM. 
They should have exploded, but if any of them did, I never heard 
about it. 

The higher speed also produced more voltage and we got more 
antenna current. 



This low clearance also allowed icicles to collect on the an¬ 
tenna wires, which were, of course, laden with coal soot. If 
the weather stayed cold long enough, those icicles would finally 
reach the stack and everything would be bypassed. 

How to free that icicle? It was easy. One of the crew had a 
high power rifle; he was a good shot, and it took him only a few 
minutes to clean off the wires. I worried that he might cut 
the antenna, but he never did. 

My typewriter was a standard Underwood office machine, which 
I brought aboard primarily to use for purser work. 

All was OK until we started rolling. The operating table ran 
thwartships, and whenever the boat rolled to port, the carriage 
would return to full left by itself. 



The starting current for the HG motor was rather high and, 
because it was DC, it was possible to pull quite an arc if the 
starting switch was partially opened while the motor was coming 
to speed. This made a good cigarette lighter, but it sure was 
rough on the knife switches. 

The shore station guys used to cut the motor on the rotary 
gap as they were signing, producing a descending tone as he gap 
slowed. Care was necessary here, because if the gap got too 
slow, the increased voltage across the Leyden jars ususally 
blew one or more of them. 

Those Leyden jars were interesting. They were giant glass test 
tubes about 4* in diameter and 18” long, electroplated with 
copper both Inside and out, to within about two inches of the 
open end. 

Leads were affixed to these copper coats, and thus each jar 
became a transmitting condenser. They were connected in para¬ 
llel and mounted in a wood rack; 12 to 16 jars were a normal 
bank. I have no idea about the capacity Of such a bank, except 
to say it was rather high. 

V F K, in Frankfort, was located on a bluff overlooking Lake 
Michigan, and a lot of refuse was thrown over this bluff. I 
well remember the quantity of blown Leyden jars I found there. 
They blew, of course, under normal operation, but I'm willing 
to gamble that the bulk of them were the result of slowing 
rotary gaps! 

W F K was once hit by lightning and rather badly blown up. The 
rotary gap was in little pieces and useless, and a fixed gap 
was used as a repair. This, of course, gave a 60Hz note. 

This gap was, in turn, replaced by a Benwood synchronous rotary, 
which gave W F K the most distinctive tone on the Lakes. 

The antenna on my boat cleared the stack by about six feet. 

When the furnaces were firing heavily, smoke shunted the an¬ 
tenna and I put more watts into the stack than I did into the 
air. 


( 




I finally tightened the return spring so much that a manual 
carriage return was a real chore. 

A bug key was useless, too, because it went wild when the boat 
rolled. Since all load on those tubs was above the waterline, 
they rolled to beat hell—the old No. 3 would be rolling merrily 
on an invisible seal 

I suppose readers are familiar with using wet tablecloths to 
keep dishes on the dining table during heavy weather. 

Some of you may also have used rolling boards. These had holes 
for a plate, cup, water glass, and side dish at each place 
setting, and were clamped to the dining table. 

Maybe a fellow could eat seated, but if rolling boards were 
used, he more than likely stood up to down his chow, and grab¬ 
bed the edge of the table for stability. The "radio op's 
squat" was a must if one wanted to stay on his chair! 



"By the shores of Gitche Gurnee, 

By the shining Big-Sea-Water " 

Remember the Songs of Hiawatha by Longfellow ? Many of us 
recall them with nostalgic delight. In today's hectic world it is 
delightful to go back to the virgin forests along Lake Superior 
and revisit the wonders of nature as seen through the eyes of 
this small Indian lad. A pause that is refreshing and might re¬ 
new some of the joys of living. 
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Stories Republished From The Inland Seas Beacon 


SPARKS OH ANCHOR LINE SHIP OCIORARA 





POWELL DAVIS 




The Octorara was a beautiful white ship, part of the Anchor 
Line fleet comprising the Juniata, the Octorara, and the 
Tionesta. 

In 1920, these ships sailed the Great Lakes, leaving Buffalo 
at three-day intervals for Duluth at the head of the Lakes, 
stopping at Cleveland, Detroit, Mackinac Island, the Soo, 
Houghton on the Houghton Ship Canal in the Michigan copper 
country, and on to Duluth, Minnesota* 

It was a lovely Great Lakes cruise, and at that time many 
newlyweds took advantage of this delightful type of honeymoon* 

To a young wireless operator who had just joined up, the 
Octorara*s preparations to leave Buffalo were most interesting, 
the baggage coming aboard, everyone (including the young wire¬ 
less operator) searching for their assigned staterooms, and 
honeymoon couples and passengers enjoying themselves picking 
out deck-chair locations that they preferred* 

The young wireless operator had been at his post in the wire¬ 
less room for some time, checking out this and that, when he 
noticed that the ship was under way. There were warning blasts 
on the whistle, and soon the motion of the boat could be felt. 
The ship approached the breakwall. 

The wind had been strong from the southwest, which, on Lake 
Erie, results in huge waves at Buffalo. 

As we cleared the breakwall, heading for Cleveland, the first 
huge wave hit the Octorara* The boat shuddered, and the en¬ 
gines labored; spray came over the bow, drenching the people 
in their seats in the bow area* Everyone knew we were in Lake 
Erie—a devil lake, to mariners ! 

'The wireless was crackling with activity; a Canadian ship was 
reporting to its headquarters that it was heading for shelter 
behind Long Point; an ore boat was heading for Ashtabula for 
shelter with its hold full of iron ore* 

But Octorara was heading out for Cleveland through head seas, 
and could not head for shelter* It had a passenger schedule 
to meet ! 

Octorara and its crew fought through those head-seas to Cleve¬ 
land, burning umpteen extra tons of coal, and arriving four 
and a half hours late* 

In about an hour, we took off again for the Detroit River Light, 
the Detroit River, and the Upper Lakes, Mackinac Island, and 
Duluth* 

It was a nice trip. 

Note: Powell served as Sparks on Octorara, Western States 
(Detroit), City of Detroit, City of Buffalo, and 
Seeandbee* 
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"I DON'T CARE IF IT IS GOOD CARPENTRY 
I SAID. CHANGE THAT HATCH !*’ 
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you Can't Fumigate a Ship 

...in the Middle of Lake Huron 

Captain McPherson was a genial Scotsman and, in 1920, the Master 
of the Octorara, a passenger ship going from Buffalo to Duluth, 

When his wireless operator was assigned to a cabin in the stern 
of the ship* two decks below the wireless operator 1 s operating 
room, he never expected to wake up to find the place "walking 
out* 1 with bed bugs. 

His solution to the problem that night was to pull down enough 
cork life preservers from the ceiling racks, spread them on the 
cabin floor, shake out blankets, and go back to sleep. 

Next day, Captain McPherson’s wireless operator visited the Cap¬ 
tain—the ship was by then in the middle of Lake Huron—expres¬ 
sing his astonishment at the bedbug situation. 

The Captain said that he had problems, too, and that he couldn’t 
stop the ship to fumigate it, out in the middle of Lake Huron— 
and he didn’t. 

He did, however, take action 

He found that his Purser had switched cabins so that the Purser's 
cousin—a deckhand—could occupy the wireless operator's cabin 
on the top deck, across the companionway from the wireless room, 
where bedbugs were non-existent. 

So, the Octorara sailed on to Mackinac Island, the Soo, the 
Houghton Ship Canal, thru the Michigan Copper Country, to Duluth. 

The wireless operator slept well while on his sleep detail, and 
was near his beloved wireless equipment* 

The Purser was surly because he got "chewed out" by the Captain 
for trying to pull a fast one. The Purser’s cousin jumped ship 
at his first opportunity. 

H. Powell Davis, W80I 
1724-SGP Wireless operator - 1920 
S.S. Octorara, Anchor Line. 



S.S. SEEANDBEE - Photo taken 1939 
in Lake Michigan. In 1942 she was 
converted to a training carrier and 
renamed USS WOLVERINE for the US 
Navy. Her call for C&B was WTCT. 
Photo by Ted Phelps. 
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The "Fax” Story - deNeuf 


{Continu*d from Pagi IS) 

commutator type of drum. The receiving unit utilized a roll of paper 
tape which was drawn by motor power between a solenoid operated 
printing "blade" and a revolving inked printing wheel. The solenoid 
was activated by the incoming radio signets. The small inked print¬ 
ing wheel was fashioned with a helical lip for marking the tape. 

One of the great advantages of the system was its simplicity and 
wide tolerance as to speed variations between the rotating drum at 
the transmitter and receiving printing wheel. Two lines of identi¬ 
cal characters were printed, appearing one above the other. (See 
Fig. VII)* When a speed difference occured between the transmit¬ 
ter and receiver units, the line of characters would be printed in a 
slanting fashion (rising or falling) but one or the other was always 
completely readable. The unique redundancy factor in the "con¬ 
struction" of the alpha-numerical characters provided a high factor 
of readability under poor signal conditions. Often signals readable 
only at slow Morse speeds could be visually read without much dif¬ 
ficulty even at the approximate 45 words per minute speed of the 
Hell system. It was used extensively on news services by radio in 
Europe, and by Press Wireless on its circuit to Montevideo. 



track numbers. The writer once saw a Tel-Autograph operating 
in a Chinese restaurant where the waiters would send their orders 
to the kitchen downstairs written in Chinese characters. Airport 
weather forecasters used the system to transmit information in the 
form of meteorological symbols. Eventually the system was rede¬ 
signed to operate over any conventional telephone circuit. Press 
Wireless in New York in 1967 conducted the first international test 
of a Tel-Autograph through the cooperation of the British Post Office 
Telecommunications facilities. The BPO didn't have a Tel-Autograph 

unit, but it looped the incoming PW HF radio circuit into the return 
circuit back to New York. Since PW had two of these ixiits it re¬ 
sulted tn the PW Chief Engineer playing tick-tack-toe with his assis¬ 
tant, over a 3,000 mile HF radio circuit to London, and back to 
New York - a 6,000 mile channel being used to place "X's" and 
"O’s" in the right places! 

XXX 

Footnote: The author is grateful for material and assistance from 
Messrs. A. Cooley, I, CoqaeshaM. and M. rie Henseler. 

Addenda to “FACSIMILE” Storv 

News photos in full color have been transmitted for some years 
both by wire and HF radio overseas through convent!nal telephoto 
channels by means of the "color separation process" involving color 
filters and three separate "printers 11 (red, blue, and yellow) m the 
form of conventional black and white negatives. After the three 
separate transmissions are made, a reverse process is utilized to 
reassemble the material in full color. Thus the comparative trans¬ 
mission has required three times the normal length of simple "black 
and white". 


One of the first Japanese facsimile machines developed post WW2, 
utilized the Hell system principle in alt respects except for trans¬ 
mission. The Japanese cleverly substituted a scanning photocell 
device in place of the mechanical rotating drum. This type of scan¬ 
ning of course permitted any type of ideograph to be transmitted. 
(See Fig. VIII). Press Wireless for a number of years provided a 
service from the Orient to Japanese and Chinese newspapers and 
bulletins printed in ideographic characters in the U. S. However, 
in systems of this type, the received material is in the form of long 
strips of narrow paper tape - somewhat awkward and inconvenient 
for editors - or anyone else - to transfer into sheets or pages. 

VIII 



Gray’s “Tel-Autograph System” 
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The other system is the "Tel-Autograph" invented by Gray in 1875. 
While the system is strictly limited in transmission speed to that of 
handwriting, it carries the distinction of being the only one where 
transmission and reception takes place the very instant the charac¬ 
ter is written. The original system primarily involved two rheostats 
at the transmitting terminal which were varied through mechanical 
linkages from a "transmitting pen" moved by hand in handwriting 
fashion. Each rheostat was connected to one DC wireline which 
terminated at the received point through a solenoid. The arma¬ 
tures were connected by linkages to a recording pen. (Vertical 
motion changed the setting of one rheostat, and horizontal movement 
changed the setting of the second one, and consequently the posi¬ 
tion of the recording pen). An ingenious arrangement lifted the pen 
from the paper in between words. The system operated very ef¬ 
fectively in specialized cases where the rapid transmission of only 
a few letters or symbols was required. No skill with any kind of 
a keyboard was necessary. Many readers will recall seeing these 
devices in railroad terminals used for announcing train arrivals and 


About 1968 the Japanese firm *Toho Denki" ("Eastern Electric") 
developed a method for telephoto transmission in full color, pictures 
3" x 4" in size in only seven minutes, over a conventional voice-grade 
channel, with a resolution of 119 tines per inch. No processing or 
assembly was required at the receiving terminal, and the pictures 
were reproduced in positive color form. (My recollection is that a 
"Polaroid" type of film was used for recording). It was reported 
that NHK, the Japanese television entity ordered and/or bought some 
thirty of these units for "still" news photo transmission to Tokyo 
from outlying points. 

To the writer, the question is: what if any potential or value exists 
for the use of "facsimile" to be expanded into "instant color" trans¬ 
mission and reproduction, sans the time consuming photographic pro¬ 
cess, (assuming of course some genius will develop such a system). 

The writer also recalls the effort in this direction by CApt. W. G. H, 
Finch circa 1948 who built and operated an ingenious "color fax" 
system involving various colored pens or pencils which revolved on a 
turret for recording. This was synchronized with a revolving color 
screen device at the transmitting terminal. It is recalled that car¬ 
toons from a newspaper were transmitted. 

Why "color" for facsimile? Well, allegedly: (a) Color provides ad¬ 
ditional information in many graphic presentations; (b) Color facili¬ 
tates the assimilation of certain types of graphic information; (c) 
Color can be employed to Point up specific information for immedi¬ 
ate action or for "flash information; (d) Color can apparently be 
important in teh medical field as evidenced by the immediate suc¬ 
cess of color over mono-chrome in closed medical circuit TV (clinical 
and/or instructional). 

It appears that the designers and producers of "photo-copiers" are 
conscious of some demand for color reproduction. It will be inter¬ 
esting to see what transpires over the next few years. If one wishes 
to "cogi-dream" what about the eventual "VOX FAX* where digitized 
human speech is immediately reproduced at a distant point in perman¬ 
ent "record form"/ — Or 3-D-FAX - with images appearing in third 
dimensional form? 

Oh come now, in the early days when the operation of the tele¬ 
phone was explained to certain authorities and high ranking persons, 
the "explainer" was faced with his disinterested audience turning 
away with a remark "Humph - just another toy. If has no prac¬ 
tical application as such". 



It id the. opinion o{ youx Editor that Ux. de Neurf had {uxnidhed ad 
an axtxvmly valuable, hid toxic xecoxd in kid xedeaxch and develop¬ 
ing the "Fax" Stony * 14 id cextainty a dubject, important enough 

to dtdexve a plate in telecoimuni.cationd hidtoxy. 

de Heat had dxaum foam the expedience, knottedIge and expextide 
{xom doth pxo{eddional autkoxitied ad UeddXd - Ivan Coggendkatt, 
Aadtin Cooley and Uax de Hendelex to name a {m, and to rium he id 
modt gxatefrit. 

You* ExUtox enjoyed dome expedience mith the *Tet-Autogxaph * dydten 
at the Chicago Uahmy Kixpoxt ushexe he mad tatted upon to evaluate 
the dtxvice {uxnidhed between the U.3, Weathex Buxeau and the C.A.A, 
Commnicationd Station . The dydtem handled mtexoxtogicat dynbold 
in excellent mannex and mad melt adapted to dhoxt exchanged mith 
pilots checking i mathex dydtem * It mad too dlom {ox volume txand- 
middiond . Un{oxtunatety , lack o{ {andd {oxced ltd didconttmuance. 

The Society c ondidexd itdtl{ modt {oxtunatt to be konoxed mith the 
many hidtoxical axticted that Ik. deMtu{ had {uxnidhed ud in padt 
ueaxd . Hid dcope o{ expedience in the telecomminLcatxiom {ield 
had been quite xemaxkable* Hid ability and intexedt in xecoxding 
m HLdtoxy o{ the A*t m id indeed lauditoxy . We think he can tank 
at ox max the top o{ all hidtoxiand in the {ield o{ Coeminicationd . 
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Early Canadian Wireless Stations of the Great Lakes 


CALL 

STATION 

LATITUDE 

(R) 

LONGITUDE 

(W) 

VBA 

PORT ARTHUR, ONTARIO 

46* 

28* 

80" 

89* 

13* 

45" 

VBB 

SAULT STE. MARIE, ONT. 

46* 

31 • 

65" 

84* 

17* 

50" 

VBE 

POINT EDWARD, ONT* 

40* 

00* 

10" 

82* 

24' 

55" 

VBD 

TOBERMORY, ONTARIO 

45* 

15* 

55" 

81* 

38' 

40" 

VBF 

PORT BURWELL, ONT* 

42* 

38 • 

35" 

80* 

47* 

15" 

VBC 

MIDLAND, ONTARIO 

44* 

44* 

40" 

79* 

51' 

45" 

VBG 

TORONTO, ONTARIO 

43* 

36* 

50" 

79* 

23* 

10" 

VBH 

KINGSTON, ONTARIO 

44* 

14* 

05" 

76* 

27* 

30" 

VCA 

MONTREAL, PQ. [A] 

45* 

32* 

45" 

73* 

31* 

45" 

VCB 

THREE RIVERS, PQ. [B] 

46* 

20* 

45" 

72* 

33* 

25" 

VCC 

QUEBEC, Q.P. 1C] 

46* 

48* 

25" 

71* 

•12' 

25" 

[ NOTES ] (A) Moved from Tarte 

Pier 

to St. 

Michel then to 



Dorval Airport. 

(B) Closed 

(C) Moved from Quebec to Lauzon, then to l'Anclenne 
Lorette Airport. 

[ * ] Cyprlen "Cyp" Ferland who furnished us most of the data used 
became a Silent Key after a long illness on March 18 1978 
The map showing location of Canadian Stations was furnished by 
Arthur L. Neal 


horse-power Fairbanks-More gasoline engine to run 
the exciter, alternator and dynamo supplied the 
electrical power. In 1957 the Canadian Government 
took over control of till wireless stations operated 
by Canadian Marconi and absorbed all operators un¬ 
der 64 years of age who were then transferred to 
the Civil Employees Branch with maintained senior¬ 
ity. In 1962, continuing the new policy of cen¬ 
tralizing Air and Marine comnunications, the sta¬ 
tion was transferred to the Airport Gros-Cap. The 
accompanying photograph of the original station 
shows the operator's quarters on the left and the 
wireless statiqn on the right. Among the out¬ 
standing personalities who were at some time of¬ 
ficer-in-charge and well known for services ren¬ 
dered and their contributions towards the gradual 
improvements in wireless communications one must 
mention Walter Grey (deceased), Jim Bouteillier 
(deceased), Ted West, Albert Perry and Tony Blouin. 

Midland, Ont. - VBC 




The Midland Station was built in 1912 for coosunications with 
Kingston, Sault Ste. Marie and Toronto plus ships on the Great 
Lakes. 


Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario - VBB 

In 1912 The Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company of 
Canada (later known as Canadian Marconi) was 
awarded a contract by the Canadian Government for 
the supply, installation, operation and mainten¬ 
ance of a 5# K.W. station at Sault St-Marie com¬ 
monly called Soo. It was situated at the junction 
of the east end of Lake Superior and Lake Huron, 
approximately three miles outside town, at the cen¬ 
ter of a forty-acre farm, heavily wooded on all 
sides, but commanding an excellent view of St. 
Mary's river and ships entering or leaving the Soo 
locks. 

The outside work consisted of a building, sur¬ 
rounded by entrenched copper plates, construction 
of two masts 180 feet high comprising main mast, 
topmast and topgallant mast, such were the require¬ 
ments at the beginning of the century. A four- 



Plcture Is of the Interior the Midland Station (VBC) 
showing the dqulpment that was In use at all similar 
The R/0 seated at the desk - on duty at the time was 
Blackburn. 


taken In 1913 
Installations. 
G. W. 
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THE GREAT LAKES 


Story of the Great Lakes 


STAFF - ,t VBA M - 1912* Pictured below is the crew assigned Port 
Arthur* Small script make legibility questionable. We think they 
read: [Top] C.H. Johnson, S.C. Ashley, J.P. Desrosiers, [Middle] 
M.HcCury, 0,G. Hughes, T.Stickland, G.Gurney* [Bottom] dame cut* 


PORT ARTHUR - VBA 
Pictured below is the first sta¬ 
tion ccmniflBloned at Port Arthur 
circa 1910-12* Silhoutted against 
towers at right are VBA operator, 
0. C* Hughes and G. Gurney. This 
picture was taken in 1912* 


Kingston, Ont. - VBH 


‘V FERLAMD-770P 


Three Rivers' 
VCB 


Picture of the W/T station at Kingston, Ontario - VBH* The 
station office is the small building shown at the end of the house. 


St. Michel, Montreal - VCA 


The first radiotelegraph stations in Canada were ereced in 1901. 

The approximate range at that time was 80 miles, so, in 1904 a 
properly-organized chain of Coast Stations were built from Port 
Arthur at the head of Lake-Superlor to the sea- There were 27 
stations in the group of which 7 were on the Great Lakes. 

The station at TTHREE-RIVERS" (VCB) served as a relay station for 
Montreal (VGA) Quebec (VCC) and ships on Lake St.Peter which became 
redundant in 1922 and closed down permanetly. The accompanying 
snapshot taken a few months before the sound of that station was 
janed out by the more musical notes produced by CW and ICW trans¬ 
mitters. The accompanying picture is taken of Operator Frank G* 
Allen on duty at VCB in 1911 and gives an idea of the interior of 
these stations of that period. 


fin 


The Montreal Station - VCA formerly located at St. Michel replaced 
the former station on Tarte Pier. Picture compliments, Cyp Ferland 

(Continued on Page ZB) 


Pictured below is the SECOND "VBA" Station at 
Port Arthur* Operators Hughes A Gurney right* 


Pictured above is the THIRD station 
at VBA. The property and building 
were sikd sine tune agl abd ioera- 
tions moved to an airport station. 


Port Arthur, Ont. - VBA 












































CANADIAN MARCONI MILESTONE 


February 4 1944 was an important date in the annals of the Canadian 
Marconi Central Telegraph Office at Montreal. It marked the offic¬ 
ial opening of wireless Printer Transoceanic Service. It was new 
and sensational at that time and no one could have foreseen and/or 
predicted the tremendous progress in Telecoosunlcations during the 
following decades. In the picture (from bottom left clockwise) - 
R.T. Smith (D); J. Bowman; D. Macdonald (D); J. Baxendale (D); U. 
Burnette; and A.D. Perry (D). Furnished by Cyp Ferland - 770- 

Lauzon, Quebec - VCC 



SOS SOS 


o lake [lie Rescue 


CQD CQD 



BY-W. H. JONES 



M 

any salt-water Pioneer Wireless operators may consider 
the Great Lakes are five large puddles, located several hundred 
miles west of Brooklyn, N.Y. However, a howling gale on 
those lakes can whip up treacherous seas in short order, and 
heaving-to has limitations with shore-lines not too many miles 
in any direction. 


i 



The Quebec Station at Lauxoo - VCC replaced the one erected on the 
Citadel at Quebec. 


THE WIRELESS TELEPHONE, AS SEEN BY ARTISTS 



From the Nnv York World. 

[ Reprinted from ’The Wireless Age* - Dec. 1915 1 


When a Woman Walks Through a Wireless Telephone Wave ~] 



As Wireless Officer/Purser on Carferry Steamer Maitland No. 1 
plying between Ashtabula, Ohio USA and Port Maitland, Ont. 
Canada on Lake Erie, I recall one wild stormy August 20, 1926 
Captain Keeley was on vacation, and First Mate Captain Hey- 
man took over as skipper. 


With the foul weather outside the Port Maitland piers, the re¬ 
turn trip to Ashtabula harbor, was delayed, to take precautions 
that all the railroad cars loaded aboard were securely fastened 
with clamps and jacks. This delay permitted completing pur¬ 
sers duties before sailing. A copy of that night's Wireless 
log best describes the insuing events. 


RADIO LOG 

Steamer Maitland No. 1 / WLE 


August 20, 1926 

8:34 PM Maitland left slip Pt. Maitland bound Ashtabula. 
8:43 PM Left Piers Pt. Maitland Weather: Wind ENE Gate. 
10:30 PM ENE gale, rolling heavy, hauled towards south shore 
on various courses, (from Mate's Log.) 


August 21, 1926 


12:30 AM 

1:00 AM 

1:10 AM 
1:15 AM 

1:20 AM 


1:30 AM 
1:35 AM 


1:40 AM 


1:45 AM 
1:53 AM 
2:00 AM 
2:10 AM 


2:15 AM 


2:18 AM 


2:25 AM 


Steamer in distress sighted 15 miles off Erie, Pa. 
We hauled toward steamer at 12:40 AM. Captain 
Heyman advised Chief Eng. of the facts and tells 
him to get up. I was called at the same time to 
start wireless watch. 

Called "CQ" Some boat off Erie in distress burning 
"Vary-lights." We are proceeding towards her to 
see what the trouble is. 

Worked CHL reported he left Erie at 9:30 PM. 

Gave particulars to WEN, CHL, WFP (WEN-Str 
North American, WFP-Str City of Erie, do not re¬ 
call C-Canadian calls) WFP advises he passed 
Erie a while ago ORD Cleveland asks if anything he 
can do. 

Maitland now 1000 feet off disabled steamer, her 
dynamos still running, lights burning. Two life 
boats with occupants observed drifting In vicinity of 
vessel. Maitland maneuvering to get lifeboats 
along side. Flares burning every few minutes from 
lifeboats discloses their location. Maitland's deck 
lined with members our crew, with ladders, lines 
and extension lights. 

Unknown Steamer sinks. 

CQ-Some unknown steamer sinks 8 miles off Erie, 
crew in two life boats buring red flares, Maitland 
endeavoring to pick up crew. 

Gave particulars to WFP WEN telling them to inform 
their Captains. Received instructions to send fol¬ 
lowing MSG to Coast Guard: "Erie, Pa. Boat 
sunk five miles north Erie two lifeboats containing 
crew adrift in lake flashing vary lights. Sig. Capt. 
Heyman." 

Called WTK (Cleveland) 

VBG called WLE and ask ihanything he can do. 
Transmitted the Coast Guard MSG to VEG (Toronto?) 
Maitland still maneuvering to reach the lifeboats. 

Its sleeting mixed with rain, and gale force seas, 
boat rolling heavily as it turns into the trough. 

VBG transmits following SVC MSG: "To WLE: 
Phone operator advises that phone at Coast Guard 
Erie out of order. Sig. VBG". Will I put your mes¬ 
sage on land-line? Tell him Stand-by. 

Contacted WEN (North American) He advises his 
ship will pass our location soon, asks if anything 
they can do. Transmitted latest information to him. 
Maitland attempting to get the lifeboats on the lee 
side, another attempt to get crew. (Contintstd on P»g« 29) 
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THE GREAT LAKES 


(Continued from Pago 28) 


L O G 


of the SS:Maitland 


2:30 AM 

2:35 AM 
2:50 AM 


2:55 AM 
3:00 AM 
3:05 AM 
3:15 AM 


3:20 AM 


3:25 AM 
3:35 AM 


3:40 AM 
3:45 AM 


4:20 AM 
4:30 AM 


4:33 AM 

4:50 AM 
4:53 AM 


5:20 AM 
5:30 AM 

6:03 AM 


6:04 AM 
6:05 AM 


6:20 AM 


6:25 AM 
6:30 AM 
6:40 AM 

7:00 AM 


7:35 AM 


8:05 AM 


Lifeboats now alongside, and lines to them. In 
spite of heavy rolling, members of crews are 
scrambling aboard to our deck. Obtained the name 
of their boat from first man aboard. 

CQ Two lifeboats along side, crew coming aboard. 
Name of sunken boat Howard S. Gerken. 

Owing to panic in one of the lifeboats, the line was 
released, the boat was swept away. An immediate 
check of the crew indicated three members swept 
away into the darkness. This information trans¬ 
mitted to WEN and WFP. 

Called WTK MSG. 

Called WTK, WFP called WTK 
Called VBG Rush MSG. 

VBG MSG to Wamick Hamilton - Str Howard S. 
Gerken sunk 8 miles north of Erie picked up two 
lifeboats one still adrift containing three men can 
you notify Coast Guards at Erie quick. Sig. Heyman 
Another check of the crew picked up, shows only 
sixteen rescued, indicating four members of crew 
still in lifeboat. WEN advised, and he informed me 
they have us in sight and they have their search¬ 
lights working. 

Called VBG. 

VBG MSG to: Wamick Hamilton; Am standing by 
waiting for daylight as missing boat has used up all 
lights carried heavy gale blowing and a big sea 
running in. Sig. Heyman. 

Called WTK. 

WTK MSG to: Coast Guard Erie; Str Harold S. 
Gerken sunk 8 miles off Erie one lifeboat containing 
three men still adrift have picked up two boats. 

Sig. Heyman. 

Contacted WTK He advised telephone operator work¬ 
ing on the Erie call. 

WFP advised VBF calling me. VBG MSG from 
Hamilton to Heyman Maitland; Message received 
unable to communicate with Erie by telephone but 
have telegraphed Coast Guard station there and have 
notified Buffalo Coast Guard advise further. Sig. 

H G Malcolmson. 

WTK SVC from: To WLE Phone opr advises Coast 
Guard Erie phone out of order. Sig. WTK. 

Called VBF 

VBF MSG to Malcolmson Hamilton: The steamer 
Gerken went down about one thirty am. We stood 
off a thousand feet, picked up seventeen men in 
boats, three men still missing. We are now waiting 
daylight. Sig. Heyman. 

Contacted VBE. 

WTK SVC from To WLE Is Captain of Gerken 
aboard make sure please get hold of him. Sig. WTK 
VBF MSG from: To Heyman Maitland VBF. Your 
first message delivered Coast Guard Erie through 
New York Central keep me advised of your move¬ 
ments. Sig. Malcolmson. 

WTK SVC to. Captain of Gerken right here now. 

Sig. WLE 

WTK Svc from. To WLE: Cleveland News desire 
full story for print. They agree to pay charges 
make it brief advise Gerken Captain name if loaded 
and with what where bound to and from; name size 
of ship, cause of sinking and names of missing men. 
Sig. WTK. 

WTK MSG to Cleveland News Cleveland. Str H S 
Gerken 1422 gross tons loaded with sand Erie pen¬ 
insula bound Buffalo sprung a leak bottom starboard 
side rapidly filled up sank 1:30 carferry Maitland 
picked up sixteen men still four adrift in small boat 
missing Geo McMinn Mate, Richard Freeman watch¬ 
man, Herman Wageman fireman, Wm Logan Derrick 
engineer. Sig. Captain J B Gamble. 

Other boats sighted coming out of Erie. 

Called VBF. 

VBF MSG to Malcolmson Hamilton. We are pro¬ 
ceeding Ashtabula. Sig. Heyman. 

WTK MSG to U S Hydro office Cleveland. Str 
Howard S Gerken foundered about six miles north 
of Erie might prove a menace to navigation for load¬ 
ed boats. Sig. Heyman. 

WTK MSG to Geo Marr Lake Carriers Cleveland. 

Str Howard S Gerken 42 foot beam foundered about 
three am this morning might prove a menace to 
navigation six to eight miles north from peninsula 
point. Sig. T Heyman Master. 

WTK MSG to U.S. Local Inspectors Cleveland. 

Beg to report this morning between 2:20 and 3:00 
rescued sixteen men from Str Howard S Gerken 
which foundered off Erie eight miles north by west 
in a heavy sea owing to panic in one of the Gerken's 
life boat four men were swept away in the boat and 
disappeared in the darkness and no lights were seen 


(Continued on Page 30 ) 
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Bucking” the Great Lakes 
Ice-Jams 


Difficulties of Navigating the 
Inland Seas in the Winter 


A LL along the 
shores of the 
‘Great Lakes, from 
Buffalo to Duluth, 
there is bustle and 
activity among wire¬ 
less and shipping 
men; for the navi¬ 
gating season proper 
has just opened, the 
ice is beginning to 
disappear, and ves¬ 
sels which have been 
laid up for the win¬ 
ter are leaving their 
havens. From April 
until December an 
endless procession 
of ships passes 
through the Soo and 
fleets comprising 
many vessels dis¬ 
charge their car¬ 
goes at the various 
ports. But when 
the lakes are covered 
with ice and chill 
winds sweep across 
the frozen surface, 
the greater number 
of these craft seek 
refuge behind break¬ 
waters or in rivers. Some of the ships 
continue to ply the waters, however, de¬ 
spite the difficulties of navigation. 

Wireless operators who were detailed 
on vessels that were in service on Lake 
Michigan in February, 1915, well re¬ 
member the sea of slush ice through 
which the ships were compelled to 
plough. Low temperature and snow 
storms brought about this condition. On 





An ice-encased car jerry ra Lake Erie 
oh January JO last 


February 4 seven¬ 
teen vessels, among 
them being the 
steamship George, 
were imprisoned in 
ice-jams in various 
parts of the lake. 
The situation of 
those on the vessels 
was far from envi¬ 
able, but it was al- 
I e v i a t e d con¬ 
siderably by the 
Marconi operators 
on the craft who es¬ 
tablished communi- 
cation with the 
shore stations and 
sent information 
concerning the ma¬ 
rooned folk. 

There is no lack 
of thrilling experi¬ 
ences for the wire¬ 
less men who voy¬ 
age the Great Lakes 
in the winter 
months. An illus¬ 
tration of this state¬ 
ment is contained in 
the story of the 
wreck of the steam¬ 
er Iowa which was crushed in the ice in 
Lake Michigan off the mouth of the Chi¬ 
cago River on January 3, 1915. The 
Iowa, with George Keefe in the wireless 
cabin, was bound from Milwaukee to 
Chicago. Four miles off the Government 
lighthouse she became wedged in the ice. 
Gradually the frozen cakes closed in on 
the vessel and a hole was torn in her bot¬ 
tom. Through this the water poured in 


[Continued at top of left col nan below. See note bet tea. 


such great volume that she began to sink. 

Keefe, in the meantime, had not been 
idle. He sent out the S O S, and tugs 
were started to the rescue. The vessel 
was settling in the water so rapidly, 
however, that the crew of seventy and 
one passenger clambered over the side 
of the vessel on to the ice. Keefe re- 
mainted at his post to flash the appeal for 
aid until five minutes before the Iowa 
sank, when he joined the others, and 
made his wav to the shore by walking— 
a distance of a mile and a half. 

There are, of course, other perils in¬ 
cidental to navigation in addition to those 
resulting from the formation of ice. Car 
feri7 Pere Marquette No. 19, with Mar¬ 
coni Operator Millgard on board, ran 


time Millgard reported that the water 
had reached the boiler room, and that he 
would only have power for a few more 
minutes to operate the set 

The life-savers were not idle mean¬ 
while, and the members of the vessel's 
crew were kept informed by wireless re¬ 
garding the progress of the efforts being 
made to effect a rescue. Those on the 
19 were taken ashore on the afternoon 
of January 18. The vessel, which was 
considerably damaged, was towed to dry 
dock. 

The incidents related in this article are 
brief examples of the events which go to 
make up the life of an operator on Great 
Lakes craft To be sure he does not 
have the opportunity given to his brother 



The vessel pictured m this photograph shows plainly the e§ects of battling with ice and 
storm. The camera man snapped her at Rondeau, Lake Erie 


aground in Lake Michigan, about four 
miles north of Ludington, Mich., early in 
the evening of January 17 last. Millgard 
used the wireless to obtain aid and Pere 
Marquette steamers Nos. 17 and 18 sent 
word that they were ready to go to the 
assistance of the stranded vessel. They 
were informed, however, that because of 
the heavy seas and the shallow water, it 
would not be safe to make the attempt. 

Messages were exchanged between the 
19 and the officers of the Pere Mar¬ 
quette company until three o'clock in the 
morning of the following day. At that 


of the Atlantic or Pacific vessels for 
long distance communication, but he 
does have frequent occasion to display 
his courage and judgment when these 
qualities are essential. And, like the 
wireless man of the salt water craft, he 
has shown that he is not lacking in 
either. 
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THE GREAT LAKES 




K-Storms of the 




While attempting to hmtk (hruuj*H carly- 
irjKin ittf, the |one% A L^u^htin Steel 
Corporation nearner It, / , f/iwts betime 
uuck off the entrance to Erie Harbor, 
Pa*, on Lake Erie, Evidence of an earlier 
attempt to force a pauajte is visible be¬ 
low the boat- Great Lakes steamers arc 
built ittr rough trt-aimvni while docking 
along ore piers; they are tu-avity plated 
and are able to withstand ice better than 
must seagoing ships with thinner plates. 





Host of lit© personal experience stories 
that have appeared in these publicat ions 
have functioned aboard ship, primarily on 
saltwater * 

But saltwater and ICE are not cowpatible so 
here's a FRESHWATER yarn about the latter, 
a Great Lakes affair that became an obses¬ 
sion with me fifty-five years ugo. So much 
so that I still dread a thermometer reading 
below 32 degreesp*,It 1 11 probably mean ICE! 

I boarded the PETER REISS (WNX) at Buffalo, 

N. Y* April 13, 1022 - my first assignment 
as wireless operator. It was a warm and 
balmy spring day down here on the lower 
lakes, a pleasant respite from the severe 
winter that had just departed. We didn't 
suspect that winter hadn't relented on© bit 
in the upper lakes which was to be our 
destination. 

Light short-sleeved shirts appeared on deck 
as our 620-foot freighter plowed west, then 
due north towards Wisconsin. But within 
hours the thermometer skidded and heavy 
jackets were in style. Then came the ice 
fields and we were again encompassed in win¬ 
ter as we slithered through the crackly stuff 
into Green Bay, Wisconsin. 

To permit overhead unloading, the ship's 
long wire 600-meter antenna had to come down 
and 1 got my first experience lashing it 
every six feet to the ship rail with twine. 

A helpful mate coached and assisted this 
rookie in this task that would have to be 
done each time we entered a port» Unloaded 
and the antenna again up, we soon were at 
the "Soo" Locks and surprised to learn that 


we were the first ship of that navigational 
season to request 11 locking through” to Lake 
Superior. The vessel was light and sched¬ 
uled for a load to transport to the lower 
lakes. 

Our skipper, Bill London, who was in his 
seventies and smoked a meerschaum pipe that 
looked like n tenor saxophone, was indignant 
when the lock officials questioned his 
entering frozen Lake Superior. "I'm paid 
to sail this ship, 11 he growled. "Not to lay 
at anchor until the ice melts* 11 

Eventually under way, we started crunching 
a path through ice fields that progressively 
thickened ns we negotiated them. A heavy 
snowstorm at the time didn't help matters 
one bit. Hie Canadian government had re¬ 
quested that we, being the first through, 
should send back "ice condition" reports 
every three hours as we pushed through the 
410 miles to Duluth. 

It might tyc mentioned here that the wireless 
shack vas part of the dunnage room and just 
above the water lino in the very bow. Need¬ 
less to say, the crushing and cracking of 
ice sounded like a continual thunder strum... 
a few scant feet away from me with headphones 
Clamped lightly, attempting to copy signals. 
Wtiot the noise didn't accomplish, the jarr¬ 
ing DID. Keeping a crystal detector operat¬ 
ing was impossible. 

I had at my disposal « cumbersome Marconi 
receiver, a SOO-vntl (rotary grip) spark 
transmitter and a stubborn desire to do an 
impossible job through this ungodly hodlnf;i. 
Getting off my 3-haur ice reports to VIUI at 
the Soo became erratic and had to be hand led 
only during the quieter periods when we were 
slicing through thinner ice or those few 
short breaks when we encountered small pat¬ 
ches of open water. 

Some portions of T^ike Superior were really 
stubborn, offering ice so thick wc had to 
ride up on it, crocking it ahead of the ship 
and then driving into the newly created 
splits. It was a long grind of bucking, 
then backing out of the blockage only to bit 


it again and hope for that ear-splitting 
"crack" that sounded not unlike naval gun¬ 
fire. 

Eventually, requiring days to travel what 
would have been hours in the good old sum¬ 
mer time, we made Duluth. 

Then the 210 miles up the north shore to 
Fort William, Ontario, Breaking our way 
into Thunder Bay was probably the toughest 
encounter with thick ice. I admit that more 
than once 1 had my doubts about the bow 
plates holding...even pictured myself being 
pinned down by tons of ice, still clutching 
the key I 

Slowly we bucked, hacked and bucked again 
as the PETER REISS incited Iter way into Fort 
William where their town band played a tune 
of welcome on the dock and a goodly crowd 
waved. After all, wc had broken a path into 
this hibernating community that depended 
primarily on navigation. This would offi¬ 
cially open their 1922 shipping season. 

It was almost comical to witness a few 
freighters jockeying for access to the new 
channel we had sliced open for them. Those 
vessels had "wintered** there. Impatient 
crews were anxious to embark on a new sea¬ 
son, but hud to wait until some ship, such 
as ours, "broke the ice," 

The 34-man crew of the PETCR REISS dined in 
style that night, right in the town hall 
where a spread was provided by the friendly 
towns folks. Movies followed. Our Captain 
Landon, during welcoming speeches, received 
a gaudy brown derby hut embellished with 
Canadian and American flags. Last but not 
least, this "ice reporting operator" was 
presented with a case of high-powered Can¬ 
adian beer which was empty after a couple of 
crew members offered to lug it back to the 
ship for tie. 

In a few days we were back down in Buffalo 
after that 2610-mile sojourn from worm 
Spring into frigid Vinter and back again 
into heavenly weather. So now, as 1 think 
back, I'm having a gingcrnlc - no icc , 
please! 


Time and Tide Took Toll on Liners 


Oesi Lakes passenger linen were once a 
vita] part of Buffalo s maritime life, but limes 
and the economic tides of the past two centuries 
refused to wait for them. 

The first lakes steamship, the Walk-in-Water, 
took to the waves here and foundered off Buffalo 
Harbor in 1821. Its engines were used In the sec* 
ood ship, Superior, and Buffalonians rushed too 
complete harbor improvements here before Its 
launching In 1822. 

The Superior also wound up as a shipwreck, 
but the trade prospered. By 1833. there already 
were 11 steamboats carrying pa ssengers from 
Buffalo. By lffi8, there weren't any. 

The financial panic of 1857 killed off the first 
great wave of steam boating and ended the era 
of the “Palace Steamer." There had been some 
famous wrecks — the Brie, burning off the Lake 
Erie shore betw ee n Silver Greek and Dunkirk in 
1841 with the loss of nearly 200 lives, the Ala- 
bama, wrecked three miles off Buffalo harbor in 
an 1848 storm and an attraction for modern-day 
divers, and others — but most of the victims 
were merely laid up and their machinery 
salvaged. 

By the time the panic ended, railroads had 
the immigrant and height trade, A second era, 
starting in the 1870a, was built on the excuntai 
trade hut started a similar decline as the auto¬ 
mobile gained popularity. World War O and air 
travel struck the final blows. 

Some famous Great Lakes liners, many of 
them familiar sights in Buffalo, and their fates: 

Buffalo — Launched in 1837 as the Manhattan 
hut renamed as soon as the investors left the 
New York City docks, it waa later converted to 
in 1848 during a Lake Michigan 


Great 
ed in Huron, 


Ohio. Retired bi 1855, scrapped at 


Palace Steamers — Some of the best were 
built in Buffalo, during an era that began in 
1838, peaked in 1&0 and ended in the panic of 
1857, The Northern Indiana, built In 1852, was a 
* jinx" ship suffering a series of misadventures 
before burning in 1856; its sister ship, the South¬ 
ern Michigan (1852), ended more typically by 
being laid up in 1858, its engines removed in 
1863 Similar fates befell the sister ships Cres¬ 
cent City and Queen of the West (1853), Missis¬ 
sippi and St, Lawrence (1853), and Plymouth 
Rock and Western World (1854). 

Western Metropolis — Built in Buffalo la 1856, 
sank in Lake Superior in 1863, 

City of Buffalo — Built in 1BS7 to replace the 
Northern Indiana, the city's namesake vessel 
made only one season of runs before the panic. 
Since it was new. It survived the layup period to 
make some trips In 1859, 1860 and 1861, but its 
rich furnishings were stripped and It became a 
331-foot bulk freighter in 1863. It burned in a 
spectacular Buffalo waterfront fire la 1866, but 
the bull continued in use as a barge untU aban¬ 
doned in 1875. 

India, China, Japan — Three famous sister 
ships launched in 1871 at the start of the second 
steamer era. they were remarkably kxtg-dwd. 
AH were replaced In the lakes passenger trade 
early this century by the Tkxwsta, Octorara and 
Juniata. Hie Japan became a Canadian barge 
and wax scrapped in 19©: the China became a 
floating salt store tn Newfoundland in that same 
year; and the India drifted eventually into the 
South Pacific trade and was lost in World War 
IL 

City of Cleveland — Became St- Lawrence 
Seaway barge, 1955. 

City of Erie * Involved In the famed 1901 
Lake ikte Race with the steamer Taahrooo, she 
was scrapped in 1941. 



Oty of Buffalo — Launched in 1895, the sec¬ 
ond vessel of this name homed in Cleveland in 
1908 and was scrapped in 1940, 

See*ndbee - Built In 1913 for the CAB line, 
her superstructure was removed and a long, flat 
deck installed in 1942 lo make her the USS Wolv¬ 
erine, used on the lakes to train Filers in aircraft 
carrier takeoffs and landings. She was scrapped 
in 1948, 

Eastern States — Built In 1902 with a sister 
ship, the Western States, It fell victim to the 
economy and the failure of her steamship line. It 
and the Greater Detroit were towed from Detroit 
tn 1956 and set afire. Both burned to the 
waterline. 

City of Grand Rapids — Torched, 1961. 

Greater Buffalo - Built in 1924, it Joined the 
Seeandbee in military sendee- Converted In 
1943, it became the aircraft carrier USS Sable, 
another Great Lakes training vessel. It waa 
scrapped in 1948 

Greater Detroit — Built In 1925, It waa torch¬ 
ed with the Eastern Stales in 1966. 

Hamoaic — Destroyed by fire in Sarnia. Oat., 
in 1945 

Alabama — Scrapped, 1961. 

Moronic — Burned in Toronto Sept 17, 19®, 
with the loss of more than 200 Uvea. 

Assiniboia - Sold in 1968 to New York City 
singer Toni Carroll and other investors, stained* 
glas portholes and all. It waa intended, for a 
Floating night chib in Fort Huron, Mich, The 
plans fell through and It was said to a Philadel¬ 
phia group that envisiooed a luxury restaurant 
on the Delaware River; the Assiniboia left San 
ma, OnL, under its own power and successfully 
steamed to Philadelphia. The Canadian-Pacific 
Uner waa destroyed by fire Nov. IL 1969 in Weal 
Deptford, N.J.. at its moorings across the river 
from the Philadelphia Naval Yard. 
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THE GREAT LAKES 


[ From Sunday Courier - Jan. 15 1967 ] 


Vicious Lake Erie Gales of January 1907 Are Recalled 


Bj VIRGINIA DELL 

Silty ytsrs aro on Jin 20, the 
wind wii in itront that two 
Ihipi IB Buffalo Harbor won 
blown out of U* wai*r * 

The k Read Ary Lake Erie 
lalei which periodically awie p 
tern New York invariably 
bring forth tales ol big winds of 
yet^ryear. But Lhi» it a true 
•Lory and local hiitorian Boy 
W. Nasla has a pboiograph to 
prove H. 

Shortly after midnight that 
day in 1907 a chUl wind began 
blowing off Lbe lake, and an ill 
wind it was. It blew all night 
and moat o! the day. At tti 
peak. It blew at a velocity ol 
TtHO miles per hour for tight 
hours. 

WAVES POUNDED the lake- 
front apd reached the highest 
water levr I recorded for 20 
yean. The icy waters inundated 
Squaw Island. Strawberry Island 
and the upper part of Grand Is¬ 
land and the torrent rushing br¬ 
io the Niagara River caused 
the water In the gorge below 
the Fall* to rise 20£$ feet above 
normal. The Buffalo River level 
lose eight feet. 

All over Buffalo and Western 
New York, chimney a toppled, 
roofs were damaged and un¬ 
stable buildings collapsed. Two 
person* died in Dunkirk. 

When the wind finally subside 
ad. the iakefront was Uttered 
with the wreckage of boat' 
bouses, wooden breakwaters 
and docks, small craft, ice¬ 
houses and fishermen'i shanties. 

FIVE OF THE 23 ships an¬ 
chored in Buffalo Harbor were 
firmly aground. Two of them 
stood on the beach at the foot of 
Michigan A vc 

The Buffalo Expreta described 
the storm this way; 

Gentle spring, a* exemplified 
by the mild weather of Satur¬ 
day. with its warm rainfall lata 
at eight, was arupUy and bru¬ 


tally assaulted and put down 
and out within a few hours by 
blustering winter, with a young 
tornado in one hand and an in¬ 
cipient blizzard in the Other." 

THE BLIZZARD did not ma¬ 
terialize, but cold weather did, 
and thousands of person* braved 
ii the next day to tee the Hurt- 


but W Smith and the William 
Nottingham which had been 
"earned ashore bodily" at die 
foot of Michigan SI, The steel 
sister thipi. 450 feet Jong, with 
40 root beams and 7.W30 gross 
tonnage, were stranded like 
whale* on the beach They 
lacked 50 feet of crashing into 
a row of fishermen's bungalows. 


The ships' anchors failed to 
bold after 1,500 feet of wooden 
breakwater was ripped loose 
by wave* and flung upon the 
beach. The Buffalo Express 
anted that lbe debris would 
"furnish the fishermen and 
other Islander* with firewood 
and building timbers for 
months and months/* The 


paper also nnted that modem 
concrete breakwalls were un¬ 
damaged. 

A PROMINENT lake captain 
blamed Iakefront damage on 
lack of lee in (he lake, Its 
absence permuted water to 
wash over tlie break wail* 
"like a tidal wave." he ^aid. 



Battered hulls of sister ships lie tgrouid it font of Michigan Ave, liter ISO? storm 

. , „ oate 60 yean ago took m loll 


At the Mutual Elevator In 
Gsnion St., a wall collapsed 
and knocked a hole in the 
neighboring freight house 
roof. 

In the Tonawandas. high 
water swept away a mile and 
a half of lumber dock* and 
million* of feet of lumber were 
carried into the river. The 
Niagara silk Go. plant in 
Sweeney St. lost It* west wail 
and half of it* roof. 

A dispatch from Niagara 
Fall* in the Buffalo Express 
reparted that tracks for the 
railway In Hie lower gorge 
were washed out in right 
places. The line’* manager 
•ski. “It was thought to din* 
continue the service between 
ihi* city and Lewktoa for the 
time being." 

PARTS OF THE stee! plant 
in Lackawanna were still under 
five feet of water the next day. 

In Loekport, a lilt bridge 
over the Erie Canal in Chapel 
St was wrecked by pounding 
from two stone boats which 
broke loose from their moor- 
Jogs. 

The Dunkirk fatalities were 
a child, who drowned Airing 
a rescue attempt from a ma¬ 
rooned lake from houiw, and a 
woman on her way to witness 
the *c«ue, who was crushed by 
a falling ice bouse wail. 

THE ONLY FATALITY re¬ 
ported In Buffalo was a dog* 
■track by a wind-borne chimney 
brick. In LaSalle* near Niagara 
Falls, tvro pet bear cube 
drowned. 

The first " conservative' 
damage estimates were set at 
C-milUon, according to lhe 
Buffalo Express. After the 
storm had passed, estimate* 
were revised down to half of 
that figure, "It Look* * Bit 
Better Now/* was The Buffalo 
Express headline* 


These two ships were blown ashore in front of the old Clark Wireless Station on the beach. 


250 Ships Raced to the Soo in ’ 26 , 



By DICK BURKE 


November can be a wicked month on the Great Lakes 
— witness Monday*s wild* southwesterly winds and dark, 
rolling storm clouds. 

As tremendous teas crashed against breakwalls, the 
Coast Guard station was flying Us infrequent, full storm 
wanting* in a tingle square red flag with a black center* 

This flag signals mariner* to expect winds of 55 mph 
and over* It was more than accurate. 

The Coast Guard logged wind velocity at 63 mpb at 
2:25 PM* By night the tower there showed the same 
warning: Two red lights, one above the other* 

Tlie storm wat so violent that the water at this end of 
Lake Erie was about six and a half feet higher than 
usual* 

City folk notice a wicked storm by swinging traffic 
signals and hazardous walking as the tall downtown 
buildings act as vast funnels and drafts. 


IN RESIDENTIAL 
areas, garbage cans start 
rolling across lawns and 
into the streets, and dry 
old tree limbs fall* But this 
really Is no measure, nor 
Is the buffeting a car feels 
as It speeds along a 
Thruway* 

There's an historical 
marker near Port Sanilac 
which suggests what a 
howling storm is on our In¬ 
land seas* It recalls anoth¬ 
er November blast and 
reads: 

The Great Storm of 1911 
“Sudden tragedy 
struck the Great Lakes on 
November 8, ISIS, when a 
storm whose equal veteran 
sailors could not recall left 
In Its wake death and destruction. The grim toll was 235 
seamen drowned, 10 ships sunk and more than 20 others 
driven ashore* Here on Lake Huron all 178 crewmen of 
the eight ships claimed by Its waters were lost For IS 
hours gales of cyclonic fury made man and his machine 
helpless,” 


November Storms 


* • * 

BUT FELLOW newspaperman Dwight Boyer of the 
Cleveland Plain Dealer remarks in his "True Tates of 
the Great Lakes/* 

"The historical marker is in error on the number of 
vessels lost. Ten were indeed lost on Lake Huron and 
Lake Superior* But somebody forgot to count the barge 
‘Plymouth, * lost with all hands on Lake Michigan* and 
Lightship No, 82, overwhelmed and lost with her crew on 
Lake Erie/' 

Lightship 82. a government vessel SO feet In length 
with a beam of 21 feet and commanded by Capt Hugh M* 
Williams, was Lake Erie's watchdog of the rocky shal¬ 
lows off Point Ablno on the Canadian tide of the take. 
She atso kept an eye on the lighted buoy marking Waver- 
ly Shoals* 

That November storm of the 8th and 10th took her 
down* The only item that documented her terrible death 
was a piece of wood — perhaps a piece of cabin paneling 
—with this message: "Good-by, Nellie, the ship is break¬ 
ing up fast. Williams/' 



I Continued from Page 29) 


Log of the SS. Maitland—WLE—Jones 


8:55 AM 

9:15 AM 

9:30 AM 


9:40 AM 


from it I stood by until daylight but unable to locate 
the boat fetter follows. Sig, T Hey man Master* 
WAM (Buffalo) MSG from to Capt Str Maitland* 
Please send one hendred word story of rescue- 
Sig, Buffalo Times, 

WAM SVC from* WLE; Abstract reply as reply 
paid as Buffalo Times will pay us for tolls, Sig. 
WAM. 

WAM Reply paid MSG to Buffalo Times Buffalo. 

One AM sighted distressed vessel six miles north 
Erie gale heavy sea hauled down and maneuvered 
to pick up crew in two life boats vessel sank one 
thousand feet away after a few attempts got life 
boats along side and all one boat rescued and would 
have entire crew but owing to panic oth*r boat swept 
away in darkness waited daylight but no success 
name of vessel Str Howard S Gerken 1422 tons 
loaded sand Erie to Buffalo Captain J B Gamble 
Missing Geo Me Minn Mate Richard Freeman watch¬ 
man Herman Wageman fireman Wm Logan engineer 
Sig* Capt Heyman 
Maitland docked Ashtabula. 



Member Lloyd L. Arnold - 727-SGP spent 3-seasons on the SS William 
C. Atwater - WPB/WDDL. lhis picture taken in Dec, 1927 at the Soo 
shows the Atwater (under star; In company with 60 other ships Ice¬ 
bound due to 12 ships in the St* Mary's River blocked by ice also. 
Lloyd reports they were ice-bound 10 days before they could move* 
Meanwhile ships 'down-river* had run low on food, Tney would call 
the Atwater and Arnold would go up town and fill grocery orders 
with local people, then would arrange to have it sent by sled and 
horses to ice-bound ships *down-stread 1 , The Atwater was launched 
in 1925* One of the first ships on the Lakes with DF and fathometer 
She was 605* long and 80” beam* Loaded with grain she wade about 
5 knots per hour** Member Arnold spent 3 seasons on the Atwater 
and sailed the 'Lakes 1 nearly ten years. 
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THE GREAT LAKES 


(Continued from Ptge 7) 


^nr 

LnJ 



mum mm 



Dr. Dibbell recalls he had been aboard the Eastland 
many times in heavy seas, and the boat appeared to 
be seaworthy. Before that fateful July day, he 
said, he had served as the ship’s radio operator on 
from three to five round trips weekly between Chi¬ 
cago and Benton Harbor - St. Joseph, Mich., a dis¬ 
tance of about 60 miles. 

HE NOTICED LIST 

"I was shaving in my quarters on the hurricane 
deck," Dr. Dibbell said, "when I felt a list. Wit! 
my face half lathered I stepped to the deck. For 
the next several hours I was a part of one of the 
worst disasters in maritime history." 

There have been several theories on what caused the 
Eastland to turn on its side. After the tragedy 
the Harbormaster described the boat as "cranky" and 
said it carried too many passengers. 

Dr. Dibbell is satisfied that a sudden rush of pas¬ 
sengers to one side of the craft caused it to cap¬ 
size. He said that just as the Eastland was about 
to pull away from the dock, a speed boat came up 
the Chicago River at about 40 miles an hour. Prac¬ 
tically everyone on the top deck ran to the river 
side of the boat. It was then that the tragedy 
happened. 

The twin screws were turning slowly; the forward 
line had been cast; the tug, "Kenosha," had its line 
to the top of the ship and was preparing to guide 
the Eastland through the Clark Street Bridge. 

Four or five hundred persons were on the intermed¬ 
iate deck dancing to the strains of an orchestra. 

Then suddenly the river was filled with men, women 
and children, shouting frantically for help. 

First thought of members of the crew, when the im¬ 
mensity of the situation was analyzed was the fear 
that the boilers would blow up which would mean an 
ever greater loss of life. 

That's when a crew member, who Dr. Dibbell remem¬ 
bers only as "Slim,” came to the rescue. He re¬ 
leased valves, greatly minimizing the possibility 
of explosions. 

HUNDREDS WERE HEROES 

But Slim was only one of hundreds of heroes who 
came to the aid of the victims of the tragedy that 
July morning. Members of the crew pulled men and 
women to safety through the 12-inch portholes. 

Life preservers were thrown into the water from 
other boats. 

Workmen along the docks tossed boards, crates and 
other objects that would float into the water to the 
outstretched waiting arms of those flailing in the 
water. 

Crew members and bystanders jumped into the water 
and led men, women and children safely ashore. 

While doctors, nurses and ambulances were awaited, 
artificial respiration was administered to those 
who still showed signs of life. 

Welding equipment was secured to cut two large holes 
through the metal sides of the boat in an effort to 
save more of those trapped on the intermediate deck. 
However, this operation required several hours and, 
in the meantime, many passengers died. 

Following the tragedy, the townspeople of Chicago 
were incensed and many of them blamed the crew for 
the accident. Because of this feeling crew mem¬ 
bers were cautioned not to admit they were on the 
Eastland for fear of retaliation. 

Dr. Dibbell*s duties as radio operator consisted of 
keeping the owner advised of the position of the 
ship at all times. He transmitted messages for 
passengers, as well as the captain's report. He 
was also responsible for maintenance of equipment. 
Equipment used was of the spark type. All trans¬ 
missions were in code. There was no voice trans¬ 
mission half a century ago. 

While a pupil in high school Dr. Dibbell worked on 
land radio stations in Duluth back in 1909. Later 
he was transferred to stations aboard ship and after 
the family moved to Chicago he was assigned to the 
Eastland. 


S TANDING out prominently amid 
the awful scenes which marked the 
loss o( lives following the capsizing ot 
the steamship Eastland at her dock in 
Chicago on July 34th, are the deeds of 
several men who unselfishly put thoughts 
of their own safety behind them and 
aided others to escape death, Among 
these is Marconi Operator C. M. Dibbell. 
From the minute the ill-starred craft be¬ 
gan to li*t until she had careened over 
on her side, he was active in striving to 
avert the disaster and save lives, remain¬ 
ing on the vessel up to the time the Chi* 
cago authorities took charge of the res¬ 
cue work and ordered him to go ashore. 

The number of known dead is esti¬ 
mated at 839. One hundred and forty- 
two persons are missing. 

The Eastland, which had been chart¬ 
ered to carry employees of the Western 
Electric Company on a picnic to Michi¬ 
gan City, Indiana, was crowded with pas¬ 
sengers said to number approximately 
2.000 persons as she lay in the Chicago 
River ready to steam away. Twenty 
minutes before she turned over she had 
a considerable list to port and Dibbell 
walked to the starboard side of the ves¬ 
sel and looked over the rail on to the 
dock. A watchman there should that 
it would be advisable to gather the pas¬ 
sengers on the starboard side. Dibbell 
then attempted to move the members of 
the crowd to port. Few seemed to realize 
the danger they were in. however, and 
showed no inclination to follow his di¬ 
rections. 

In the meantime the Eastland kept list* 



dbv iv, (Si' Lattland at the appeared while 
engaged iu pattenfer carry int unite. 
Befote, at her tail retting place in the 
Chicago River 


ing. Gradually her deck took on a sharp 
angle and the more cautious among the 
passengers took up positions near the 
starboard rail. They did not equal in 
numbers those who were on the port side, 
however, and suddenly the vessel ca¬ 
reened sharply and turned over. Diblttl 
clung to the starboard rail and helped 
those who were not able to aid them¬ 
selves to clamber on to the side of the 
vessel. Tims many of the survivor* 
made their wav with little difficulty to the 
tugs and launches which had romc along¬ 
side the overturned craft. 
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Buffalo's main lighthouse 


T HE skippers of the Great Lakes who pilot their freighters into Buffalo*# 
north main harbor entrance are very familiar with an unusual-looking 
building 20 feet inside the breakwa.ll. But skippers of foreign ships who 
cautiously approach the awift current# of the Niagara River consult their 
Great Lakes Light List for identification. There the structure is described 
as a ‘white square tower on a comer of a white square building." It is ’The 
Light,** or Buffalo's main lighthouse. 

Buffalo Light was reconstructed in 1914, 42 years after its establishmcnt. 
It is set on its own solid base, within the harbor, just opposite the Coast 
Guard Base; its white masonry gleams in the sun on clear cloudless days. 
It has the appearance of an ordinary house whose owner wished to be iso¬ 
lated from his neighbor*. And lor the men who live there, it seems just that, 
for it is a quiet place. 

The only verbal connection b one direct telephone communication with the 
Coast Guard Base, The ipotleaaness of “The Light" testifies to the quiet 
occupation of the on-duty man The men's time is divided into eight-hour 
shifts, with two days ashore each week. 

The off-duty man occupies hb time with reading, listening to the radio, 
or trying out his rod and line on the end of the three odd miles of breakwall 
'The Light" could be a good place to get those letters written home, but home 
b just a quarter of a mile across the harbor entrance for the men stationed 
at thb light 

When visibility across Lake Erie becomes poor, the on-duty man climbs 
three Rights of winding stairs and an iron ladder to a point 65 feet above 
water level to check a Bashing green light on a buoy on Waverly Shoal, five 
miles away if thb cannot be seen, a radio beacon on frequency 302 kilo¬ 
cycle# in the form of four dashes is transmitted, and mournful “Moo," the 
foghorn, or more technically the diaphone, is started up. Thb b controlled 
electrically and functions on a compressed air blast of two seconds duration 
with an 18-sccond silent period Previous to 1912, when thb system came 
into force, a steam whistle was used. The latter was installed around 1860 
The foghorn should be heard 17 miles away, but records of 25 miles have 
been noted 

At night time a 965,000 two-ton French chandelier is lowered onto its 
mercury bearings and a 500-watt bulb emits one million candlepower of 
light Thb while light flashes every 7.5 seconds and can be seen for 16 miles 
The whole show is self-contained The electrical supply comes via a cable 
to a transformer In the cellar. In the event of a failure, a standby engine in a 
nice white tiled room takes over. On the second floor are the dining room, 
the pantry, kitchen and bedroom. 

The Great Lakes Light List does not tell the freighter skippers all this 
information, but it does give the necessary data to help them enter Buffalo s 
north main harbor entrance On brilliant sunny days, when navigation aids 
may not be so important, “Buffalo Light" is just a peculiar building,— 
Gordon S. Smith, % 
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CDR. E.M. TELLEFSON 2031-Sr.SGP 


Islanders Bid Sad Farewell to Belo ved Friend, Tellefson 


By Jeanne i tr Doud 

to 1907, Mr. Tellefson, then i 
young nival officer, was sent 
along with other navy personnel, 
to set up wireless stations along 
the Great Lakes. It was at this time 
that he firtt saw Silver Birches on 
the East Shore falling in love with 
the tranquility and peacefulness of 
Mackinac. He later purchased tb 
property which wss the Tellelsoa 
home for many years. 

In 1911 he was stationed on the 
bland as a radio telegraph opera - 
tor. Following World War 1, Chief 
Tellefson was placed in charge of 
the Naval Station at Fort Holmes, 
a post he held until retirement. 

In 1911, Martha Eloise Walker 
and her older sister, Mary, from 
Nashville, Tennessee, were stu¬ 
dents at Western Michigan Uni¬ 
versity both working as waitresses 
during the summer months at the 
famous bland House Hotel then 
owned by the late Mrs, Van Allen 
Webster. Martha made the ac¬ 
quaintance of an elderly couple 
who wen guests of the hotel at the 
time and who loved to walk 
through the wooded trails of our 
beautiful Mackinac. On one such 
hike, they met Chief Tellefson, the 

at Fort Holmes" They 
Martha to join them and it was 
then that the was introduced to 
her future husband. 

The TeUefsoos’ romance, like 
many others, was truly a Mackinac 
one. The young couple fell in lave 
and wm later married In Miami, 
Florida. Their first home was at 
Stiver Birches moving later to the 
former Gott Cottage, their pr e s en t 
dwelling 

The Teliefaons made Mackinac 
their residence throughout the 
years. Commander Tellefson, as 
he was more commonly known by 
us all, was radio operator on the 
Arnold Dock for years and years. 
He loved children and all of ns 
little kids growing up on our bland 
gathered around him daily just to 
listen lo the sound of hb morse 
code. 

He was a kind congenial person 
always enjoying the many friends 
he made and visiting with the 
thousands of tourists who came 
each summer regularly to the 
Arnold dock. 

The Tellefson home at He, Am 
Pins on the most northerly shore of 
our bland in a magnificent rustic 
setting surrounded by the bland's 
giant pine trees, was the spot most 
dear to Commander E. M. Tellef¬ 
son’s heart. It was here on Friday, 
June 8, that our beloved friend at 
the age of 91 passed Into the next 
world leaving behind a devoted 
family and a host of friends. 

Hb hobbies were many. He 
built boats, worked diligently 
around hb home beautifying the 
rode hb bicyde daily to 
making tt a point to be on 
m front of hb cottage to 
greet and guide the tourists who 
passed each day biking the nine 
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miles around the snore of the 
bland. He visited with them, 
invited them into hb home for tea, 
giving each and everyone the tree 
history of Mackinac and its 
meaning. 

To this reporter, Mr, Tellefson 
was a very special person. His 

He was an outstanding gentle¬ 
man on Mackinac whose presence 
will be missed by many, 
friendly handshake and warm 
personality touched the hearts of 
many. For years members of our 
family would bike around the east 
shore to Dwightwood Springs, 
leaving our vehicles behind as we 
climbed the rustic stain to our 
parents souvenir stand at Arch 
Bpck. Invariably each night* tired 
from our daily work, we would be 
greeted with a friendly note 
carefully placed in the basket of 
mr bievetes: "Hi, guess who! 


EMT." 

Tuesday afternoon, June 12, at 
I p m., services were held for Mr. 
Tellefson at the Little Stone 
Church with the Reverend Erwin 
Britton officiating. 

Pallbearers were all hb dear 
friends, James J. Bogan. Alan F. 
Sawyer, Patrick W. Chambers, 
Robert Hughey, Dennis Brodeur 
and John Croghan, Sr. He was laid 
to rest beneath the towering pines 
on the hillside in the Protestant 
Cemetery near the graves of his 
many friends from the British 
Landing area. May he rest in 
peace. 

Mr. Tellefson is survived by his 
devoted wife Martha and daughter 
Lyan of the bland and son, Tom, 
of California. 

Deepest sympathy is extended 
to the family from all bland 
friend* 
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E.M. Tellefson, 91, Pioneer Wireless Operator, 
Was Island Resident 62 Years 


By Mortal 

Commander E M. Tellefson re¬ 
turned to Mackinac bland for the 
last time Thursday, June 7, 

The 91-year-old retired naval 
officer had looked drawn and tired 
when he left the hospital in 
Petoskey for the ferry but his blue 
eyes brightened when the bland 
came into view, and he kissed the 
hand of his daughter, Lynne, in 
gratitude for bringing him home. 
As they neared the harbor, the 
man who wax arriving for hb 62nd 
summer on Mackinac Island 
waved hello to the people on the 
dock. 

Commander Tellefson died a I 
about noon, Friday, June 8, at hb 
log cabin home at Pointe aui Pins 
on the east side of Mackinac 
bland. 

Funeral services for Command¬ 
er Tellefson were held at 1 o'clock 
on June 12 at the Utile Stone 
Church. He was buried that 
afternoon at the Mackinac bland 
Cemetery. The Reverend Erwin 
Britton conducted the service and 
Ronald N. Smith, a minister at 
Trinity Episcopal Church and a 
friend of Commander Tellefson, 
gave a eulogy. Smith talked about 
a man of tremendous vitality, 
great skill and wide-ranging inter¬ 
ests who had become a part of the 
bland's history. 

He is survived by hb wife* 
Martha, hb son, Tom of Con¬ 
cord, California, hb daughter, 
Lynne Marie, of Mackinac bland, 
and a brother, Clarence, of Dun¬ 
bar. Wisconsin. 

Even in recent years. Com¬ 
mander Tellefson could be seen 

riding hta bicycle for five miles 
from Pointe aua Pins to church 
every Sunday morning. But he was 
unable to walk since being briefly 
hospitalised last fall, and he was 
admitted to Little Traverse Hos¬ 
pital in Petoskey this spring for 
surgery for ■ broken hip. He spent 
the winter in Charlevoix with is 
wife and daughter. 

Commander Tellefson was born 
In Milwaukee, Wisconsin, October 
4, 1892, the son of Norwegian 


immigrants who had many sailors 
in their family. Hb father was an 
engineer, and as a young man. 
Commander Tellefson learned 
about Marconi's inventions and 
began to experiment with radio 
communication, then known as 
wireless, by building his own 
equipment. 


Commander Tellefson earned 
hb title in service to the United 
States Navy in both World War I 
and World War II. During World 
War i he served as an instructor at 
the Naval Communications School 
at Harvard University, then served 
on ships in the Atlantic for the 
duration of the war. At the 
beginning of World H. he was 
assigned as communications of- 
freer to the Chief of Naval Opera¬ 
tions in Washington D.C. He sub¬ 
sequently served aboard the S.S. 

Sangamon in the Pacific theatre, 
then returned to become com¬ 
manding officer of the Navy Com¬ 
munications School, Andover* 
Massachusetts, chief communica¬ 
tions officer at the Naval Training 
Center. Jacksonville. Florida, and 
at the Naval Flight Testing Station 
at Pautuxant River, Maryland. 

Although Commander Tellefson 
traveled extensively, first on duty 
with the Navy and later with hb 
family during winters, he always 
returned to the bland. He first 
came to the Island in 1913 while 
serving as a radio telegraph opera¬ 
tor for commercial passenger 
ships plying the Great Lakes. 

After World War I, he requested 
duty as the operator of the U.$. 

Navy Radio Station then located at 
Fort Holmes. There b where he 
met his wife, the former Martha 
Eloise Walker, a student at West¬ 
ern Michigan University who was 
working at the bland House for 
the summer. They married Janu¬ 
ary 21. 1921, in Miami, Florida* 
and the following year they made 
the Island their home. Having 
returned to civilian life, he pur¬ 
chased the bland radio station 
from the Navy and operated it as a 
service to ships on the Great 
Lakes. The Tellefsons made their 
home at Silver Birch Lodge on the 
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Island's eastern shore. After 
World War U, the wireless radio 
became obsolete. From the Silver 
Birch Lodge they moved to their 
present home at Pointe »ui Pins, 
Commander Tellefson was an 
honorary member of the Chicago 
Yacht Dub. a founder of the 
Mackinac bland Yacht Club, a life 
member of the Society of Wireless 
Pioneers, Retired Officers Associ¬ 
ation. the Veterans of World War 
I and the Marine Historical Society 
of Detroit. 


TOP PICTURE 

TSvTEy "Ted" P helpt - ViA- 
(lcAok q\ the Inland Seat Chap- 
teA oi SOUP on one. oi hit VUpt 
to Mackinaw in 1919 at R/0 on 
the SS Sooth Am/Ucan-WGOM. 
"Telly" uoa dock-tide to tee 
••Ted" and hit thip oH. 

MIPPEE PICTURE 

Station THUS" on Mackinaw Itt- 
and - owned and operated by 

E. M. T etlefaon rfon many yeaAt. 
Taken by MenbeA Ut V. Beall 
in 1914 on a vltiX to the Itl. 

BOTTOM PICTURE 

taken by SOilP Uenben Stanley 

F. PancbeA 107-V. who tpon- 
toAed "Telly" ion menbeAthip 
in the Society. PlctuAe taken 

aboaAd hit thip in the 
hoAbon at Mackinac- 1932, 













































Digital Media © K2TQN 2012 




c to Index 

ARKS JOURNAL 7-1 


THE GREAT LAKES 


News Clips - (am Dans aa na lakes 


Ah ... 

The sweet smell of Riches 


COLLINS WIRELESS TELEPHONE 


l>o r»fe**ifeb*r th* Hitarr #f (W krli TfirtkM* mm ■ 

»a riftll 11* alvrtl tl»l btfllafT 

Ollls* WtftktM T*tr+h+mw U ta* hIhIhIIm mt lb* wrsMftB «t 

Hnc jtm (k* fofvalpbN ■* vis* tunas* a* Mb jnap i*M mmd 
k* «i* mf tb* wl«t brtlt la purt tit** C«Mlpi Wlrtlrat !Hut% 

T»ktB M U M*tfMc Ikrtiifk tb* •■!** riptrkBCB ik«i itll 
IkfMfllf 


Tit rtillH It ««r v BHvtttry *o iMntitfr tktp lb* 

Bril, M*ff t w tttf kt««t (t L. t4t«l*4 for W*(|k UM tt4 *m 
••4 t* ■bmiy rttrlBklt f*r tb>M *f llttfr ■*•», It will rtUtr tka 
*#rvi** whlfb lb* W*rt4 Will p-r f*r wllk princely rtfitnw. 

If ibtrt |« mM *7 Is <»l»plMh*t»ff with wlrat* ib 4 titer* U, tkm 
otriilBlr la ■tore »b*t (■ t*J*pbo.l. ff wKhwi wtrta. 

THE COLLINS SYSTEM 

Raquir** no poles, no wires, no franchises. 

HbtMiBtr ftMpttlrs how bb 4 »fh#r* ttt krlof tnulacf 

rbrsopbini tht I iMr4 Hittt tmw tht pafpsw of ImibLUbk ilka Cat- 
Uss VVIrrltM Ttltpltnta fr*fn «|« 


Atlantic to the Pacific Coast. 


fkk, f k-o 


All tins r*BB*awl*a mwm obltptf f* fiT trlhat* f» 
imtt CfMoy ( Is rs*b, etsrk. isl fsytHls*. I'M* «kt 
tkc thsm *( iW PAfvBf C*. wry vsluklt* 

It I* sslr a tafatiSs *b«ik*r es* tskt a klai *a 

fOa aitbr If a rale t* IfMrs *ovt riptrtfsesa bb 4 wait sadl 0*1- 
Hu tfwk Win, ail tktt ^iMUrrl *Uk ysctwK far Im 4«« tka *p- 
rartoBlty, 

At asy fotr, aa a*e *f naiatBt ban* wist, pWlnalsp t* haw 
»t with tka t lines. as4 «lalia*lm* ta be m kwa Is irf*t • m 
Ursa ha ■•/•■* K M up ta yw I* l**k late till ra»ls« 
wha* ft baa 4 *b«, where lb aiaMa, what th* 4 »ma 4 U, i 
•t will kt m year freta wow. 

Call and talk over the Collins Wireless 
Telephone YOURSELF. 

Can* 4* tb* aSa* at (ha L s4rf«lvw4 ml talk *w lh* I aI b 
O kas# wiiheai wtr*«. Oal**Ma*b r*e4*n are r*oi**tr4 i* writ* 
rmtHfilalrW for baatsa** ||lsatrat*d b*ek rstKIHi “TKK UTOtT 
OV TIIK WIRJSI'RSS TELfil’HoNi;* which will b* fsrolsb«4 
fjflkt t*4* j* 

BUELL & SMITH, 

804-805 Mutual LUs Building, Buffalo, N. Y. 
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E WITHOUT 
USE OF WIRES 


Qutttioa of Circuit Mtde by Wttor 
Route Refuted by Collitu 
People in Buffalo 

NEW SYSTEM 

PROVED GOOD 


"Whit wo claim for th* Collloe 
Wireless Telephone la that It trans¬ 
mit* articulate speech without wired 
between point* In cojuuiiULlcallon, 1 
said Mr. G, Merritt Davis. represent- 
log the Col Una company, today. "The 
detail* of It our company hue demon¬ 
strated In Buffalo every day last week* 
at a public exhibition station at the 
foot of Ferry street* and now ta the 
Mutual Life Building, also at the Buf¬ 
falo Ml duo miner Exposition " 

"Is your system in operation el*fr 
Where?" Mr. Davie was asked 
"Yet. it It Installed at the Yukon 
Exposition in Seattle, Further Umo 
that, at the electrical exposition held 
In Madison Square Garden in New 
York last fall the Collin* wireless lele- 
phone had the exclusive privilege and 
gave demonstration* there during the 
entire period of the exposition." 

"Have you had tests which prove Ha 
efficiency for commercial uses over 
any considerable distance? 1 ' 

Re*fells *1 Toot*. 

our tetit have thown theta r»- 
phfH from the laboratory In Newark* 
N J ri to the Singer Building in Now 
York City, a distance of about nine 
ml let, and from the laboratory to Con¬ 
ger*, N, Y„ a distance of Si mile#. 
Following this, the long dlttanre rec¬ 
ord waa made on July Jth iaat year 
between Newark. N, J.. and the top 
of the Land Title Building In Phila¬ 
delphia. a distance of SI tulle*. Thla 
baa been fully described In the Seistt- 
llfIr American and was witneated by 
m large number of mien title expert* 
MtImb u relation to our company.** 


■What It the theory by which met* 
gages are conveyed by your com¬ 
pany ?** 

M I should reply to lhat/* tald Mr. 
Barit* "that It It the tame with our 
wire lea* a* with every other. In (kct. 
the entire wireless Industry ia built 
on the generally accepted theory of 
what la cal lad ibe ether apace, which 1 
need not go into detail but which all 
scientist* understand and that thus 
far alt experiment* tend to confirm 
that theory* though no one haa ever 
Uen or measured or can tell the true 
measure or what li called the ether in 
all absence of nvore explicit knowledge 
on the subject" 

Wlm o*lr 

"Whut U Ihtf «U[iilfl,*nc* or oM ** 
tb* wire* ]e*dlM from four wry 

dml ittllon tlo*o ln*° ,b ® c *” ltl ■■ , 

"M»n 7 h»t* Mk«d till* qu**tlo*i «•» 
some have drawn ^faYoreble ooaciu- 
5 Ion a from It In brief the wlr^i »f® 
connected with a copper plate and a 
alnc plate. Ihu* making a ground con* 
nectlon. which might have hem made 
Jurt aa well* of ponrae* by merely bury¬ 
ing mire* in the ground, thuj com¬ 
pleting the circuit, but Mr. Collfna, th* 
Inventor of the baa preferred 

working this, way 111 bis earllw W 
twrlmeftt* and baa continued to do #0- 
There la no communication by water 
betm on our two stations on opj>o*Uc 
side* of ihe canal, in fact. It la much 
more easy to conduct wirele** tele¬ 
phone through the air than through 
the water, although communication by 
water la made practicable for aome 
distance, especially, connecting ship to 
■hip or ahlp to lighthouse, and It 1* 
rapidly coming Into special use The 
only point ft, we think, our system Is 
a little bettor than anybody aise's. In 
fact, we hate a factory In' Hewnrfc 
and are supplying wlrd^i telephone* 
*nd j. hipping them to different parts 
of the world. We regard It as a per 
feclJy weil-eaUbllahcd Industry, 


"Exclusion, or select! vlly, aa It la 
called, the separating one front an¬ 
other. I* arranged by the tuning 
method so that when connection la es¬ 
tablished two persons who want to 
talk to each other In secret may have 
Instruments attuned to such a pitch as 
others are not, and In that way 
trecy be established A technical ac¬ 
count of It Is that It ia a matter of 
varying Of oscillations, but the prao- 
ileal man simply wants to know that 
U la done ratbar than hew it la dons." 


TO STOP 
DISTRESS 
SIG NA LS 

Damaging Evidence in City Court That 
Clark Company Issued Orders to In¬ 
terfere With All Messages of Oppo¬ 
sition Company. 

FORMER EMPLOYE 
SAYS MACHINES ARE 
USED TO DO TRICK 



That wireless messages Of the 
United Wlrelea* Company, no matter 
how important, are deliberately Inter 
farad with In an effort to entirely pre¬ 
vent their transmission vu the start¬ 
ling evidence brought out in the City 
Court this morning. Affidavits were 
produced containing copies of order* 
sent to CLarh Wireless operators 
Regular Interfering machine*. It was 
charged, a reused to stop Ihe messages 
of the United. 


■We wish to impress upon you," 
read th*** orders, that the fight Is 
not to allow the United Wlreieea to 
get a single word through-" 

Evidence wgs also given by Charles 
H. Royal, operator on the Cleveland 
Detroit line, "Western Statea 1 ' t© th* 
effect that while he was employed by 
the company at the Buffalo station fc< 
had been Instructed to Interfere with 
AU messages Of Lhe opposition com 



IN LAW 10 
TAP WIRELESS 

Department of Commerce and 
Labor Gives Important DeJ 
cition in Officially Considering 
the Predicament of the “West¬ 
ern States 1 Recently. 

HAVE URGED NECESSITY 
OF PROTECTION LAW 

THE NEWS BUREAU, 
WASHINGTON, D, C., Oct. ID, 
There is no law at present to prevent 
a wire Lyse telegraph company from In 
ter taring with the messages trans¬ 
mitted by a competing compt ay anil 
rendering the message ualntaillglble, 
even when the tnessugu Is a steads 
ship A distress si gnu 1, the *'S, O. R/' 
according to Acting ftecreury of Com¬ 
merce and Letbor Bonjumln U. Cable. 

The steamer Western Stales, with 
several hundred passengers aboard, 
was made helpless on Sept. Ul by th* 
bursting of a high pressure cylinder 
and drifted about LskeKrle for several 
hours. Repeatedly, according to the 
affidavit of the wireless operator 
aboard tb* steamer, lim dist res# sig¬ 
nal of M R O. B “ was flashed. Each 
time tha toterferem - by the apparatus 
of a competing line was so strong (list 
tb* message never ruached those for 
whom k was Intended. 



Hail Predicted Such a Casc^ 

Members of both brunrhea of Con- 
gross were Juiormed by the DtyoxL 
mom of Commerce and Libir, which 
bus Jurisdiction over water commerce, 
(bat Just -Mh a case would arise as 
has arisen If some law was rtpt pro¬ 
vided. Senator l>cpew of New York and 
Kepreeentjtilvfi (keen of Muasachusetta 
Introduced bills covering just such a 
case as that of the steamer Western 
Htatws, but lh* bills failed ©£ becoming 
law because too ninny bouse members 
bad political fenct a to mend and could 
not waste any ior r* time lb Washing¬ 
ton making laws, 

Bens tor Depew's bill passed the Sen¬ 
ate. and In nrlio^ four and five, pro¬ 
vision was made for such an eroer 
gene/ aa has aHseu. 

Depew Util Passed Senate. 

The bill Introduced by Representa¬ 
tive Green was idenUticat with that of 
Senator Depew. It got as far as the 
calendar but ws* never culled up. 

There Is a law on wireless Interfer¬ 
ence on the oceans; but It It not ef+* 
factive until July 1, IDU. If two com¬ 
panies are competing on the ocean and 
one takes upon Itself the tight to In¬ 
terfere with the message* of the other 
a like situation to that of the steamer 
"Western States" la liable to befall one 
of the ckcsd greyhounds and many 
lives%iay bo sacrificed. 

Congress Urged to Act* 

Official of ihe Department of Com¬ 
merce aud I jkhor urged upon Congress 
the necessity for n Jaw covering Inter¬ 
ference between rival concern*. Mem¬ 
ber* of Congrea* made the excuse that 
they had not Dm* at the last session 
to take the matter up and stated that 
a clausa Id tha revWd in u*estate com¬ 
merce act covered the question. But 
it develop* now that the clause re¬ 
ferred to Id the Interstate commerce 
act only has to do with th* making of 
rates and that (be w betas* telegraph 
companies are under the same obser¬ 
vations and regulation* a* are the tele 
phone and telegiuph companies and 
that Ihe Interstate commerce cooimls 
■ Ion l* powcrlcs* to prosecute for 
matlclou* Interference ou the part Of 
one company with another concern. 

* The secretary of Commerce and U 
bor will urge In hi* annua! report the 
early enactment of legislation prevent¬ 
ing interference within the Jurladh-tloD 
of the United Elate*. 

j— 


Wirelm Opcrmtor on the 
"City of Cleveland" D* 
cUret CUrk Operator Seode 
Message* Which Only the 
Sender Understands. 

R. B Hug us. wireless operator ou 
the Detroit liner City of Cleveland, 
Bister ship of the Western States 
which broke a cylinder off Long Point 
list Wednesday (wireless signals of 
distress from which it Is claimed were 
Interrupted by the Clsxk wireless 
operator Id Buffalo), offers some 
caustic criticism or the Clark operator 
In the following statement to the 
NEWS: 

"After reading your very Interesting 
article, 1 would like to add a few 
words for Ihe benefit of my Mend Mr. 
BtrJegeJ, United Wire Ires operator at 
Buffalo, whom Mr Goodwin brand* a* 
a liar, sod for the benefit of those 
who are interested In wireless in gen¬ 
eral. 

"Mr. Charles Ernest Goodwin haa 
seemingly made several statements 
which he can't substantiate. Does It 
not seem reasonable that the United 
Wireless operators themselves would 
know more about how far their instru¬ 
ment* would carry, than would 
Mr. Goodwin. Yet .he makes the state¬ 
ment that our Buffo to office con pot 
work with a ship five miles west of 
Long Point. V know that It Is «uil) 
doa* with my set o* ths City of Cleve¬ 
land and know that other United 
operators on other boats will give Ihe 
s* me teat I mo ny. 

Malicious Interference, 

"He also make* the statement that 
what Operator Strlegel said about the 
Clark maltalotta Interference was un¬ 
true He makes it r even, stronger by 



t have never Interfered maliciously 
with any wireless station.* 

"Right here 1 would tike to have Mr, 
Goodwin state what h«t means by the 
word Interference. 

"I, being a wlretee* operator, am 
well enough acquainted with the codes 
to know that three-fourths of the Urn* 
when Mr Goodwin Halms to be *#tid> 
Log hM business that be t* neither 
using the Continental or Horse code, 
but a* I assume Mr Charles Er¬ 
nest Goodw in to be a truthful man and 
s msn of his word, he must be using 
a code which only be ran understand, 
for generally not even the other Clufk 
stations reply to It, 

Ordinary Message. 

' Again, the ordinary message can 
easily bu sent In from fire to ten min- 
ut*a at the most, and then it Is neccs- 
aary to listen In' in order to reeel v* 
acknowledgment of the massage from 
the elation receiving same. But Mr, 
Goodwin's so-called business takes him 
hour* to get off sometimes without s 
break even long cuqiigh to receive a 
single word. But since I assume him 
to be a man of his word the only way 
1 can explain the fact I* that he must 
have some way of receiving his ac¬ 
knowledgments which ta as mysterious 
as hi* code. 

"Another peculiar characteristic In 
Mr. Goodwin's method of getting off 
bumlneas is that his mysterious m« 
sages are sent only when the United 
WlrHcos stations are trying to work 
with the recognised code And. here 
again, since Mr Goodwin is apparent¬ 
ly an honorable man and a man of his 
word, I will assume that the United 
Wireless spark Is a necessary attri¬ 
bute to Mr. Goodwin's tnystarloua 
method of doing bis very legitimate 
buslocm,* 

"f am sure that all United operators 
would be highly honored and pleased 
with on explanation of Mr. Good¬ 
win's very unusual method of conduct- 
lag his business. However, as we do 
not understand his peculiar ways, w* 
are enjoying Immensely some of hi* 
statements which were printed In your 
last evening's paper, statements which 
should be amusing to anyone with an 
understanding of wireless, but 
tally so to all United operator*." 


LIFE ON THE LAKES "Ooh la la 
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THE GREAT LAKES 


Wireless History was made on The 'Lakes' 


Life of a ‘Mireless^man * on the Lakes prior to 1912 was MOT a ‘bowl of cherries 9 
as clippings from 19 tO newspapers of tile area record, These papers, yellow with 
age tell ot the intense jealousy between rival companies, TYie ‘jamming * of sta¬ 
tions by rivals * many without regard for safety of lives or ships * it 

was a pretty sordid chapter of history - probably well forgotten , However# you 
may enjoy this vignette of 'Life on tne Lakes* as it was. Do not blame the 
printer or us for the poor oopy* After ail# its over 75 years old, WAB. 
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STR. “WESTERN STATES,” 
DISABLED, SUMMONS AID 
WITH WIRELESS CALL 


CONNECTING ROD BREAKS 
AND CYLINDER BLOWS OUT 


The bmklni of a connecting rod 
Mid th# bloving off of i cylinder b*ad 
qs the Western Bute ot Ihv 

Detrelt-OeeliDd Javigrtlcm Com 
pen 7 left lb* big vnvl lying helpless 

tbjot 45 mile* uit of the loutheut 
•ho*l at midnight tort night Infer* 
motion ess ftret received 'by lb* 
NEWS office through the United 
wireleot Company more than no 
hour ahead of regular tele- 
graph service. The ateamer City 
of Clare land wsa called by wire) eat to 
the aatiitasre of the other steamer and 
th« passengers on board th* Western 
etalea *eie traDeferred to the other 
re**ei and landed In Buffalo this 
morning The Wet fern State* ra¬ 
mmed to Detroit. 

On board the Weiiem Stale* when 
the accident occurred m a party of 
l&fl Mfcolgea tanker* on the way to 
Buffalo and Niagara Fhlti* a part Of 
the program of entertAinm*"! during 
U># Defrelf ooneesilon of ■ Mich 
fgan Ranker#* Aasocial They 
•topped Its Buffalo thli u ig 

The captain of the Wet State* 
when confronted by the si *ti?e of 
drifting a In ly to Buff*) - table* 
the party back to Date* boa* a 
third cour* ** of call’ m CHy 

of Clteeland to the Western Stales* 
assistant# 

The accident to the W'eatem State* 1 
machinery, which an serious enough 
to cripple th* HtNl, occurred at 
about 11.45 o'clock last even lug. With¬ 
in an hour a wire lea* message had 
ranched the City of Cleveland and the 
latter had drawn up alongtlda the 
Western State*. Luckily there »** no 
*ea running and It was possible to 
transfer lb* passengers In safety. 

South East ahoal 1* in the Point 
Pelee pannage almost directly opposite 
Toledo, but near the Canadian abort 

Fin! Practical Te*t of the Sort on 

Lake*. 

It via the first time In the piston 
of the Great Lakes that the wireless 
was put to such a practical t#*t. 

At 11 01 o'clock iait night. Wireless 
Operator Carl Hopkins on the City of 
Cleveland came running to Capt A 
i. McKay on th* bridge of the palatial 
lake liner with a message which read: 
McKay—C level* ad^ 

Bt^nd by and we win wire you titer 
what to do. F, G. Steward. 

Captain— Wester4 Stole* 

Capt McKay wrote tn'TepI/. ’ All 
right." and Hopkins flashed the mei 
•age to the Wesiei 1 State* 


In th* meantime Capt Steward on 
th* Weatom Statea had wire 4 a re 
port of tha accident to the general 
manager at Detroit and received an 
immediate reply At 11:21 he *ent 
the following me*:age; 

McKay—Cleveland— 

Stop along aid* of u* and tage 230 
passenger*. What accommodation* 
have you for them? This la ordered 
by general manager. We are shoot 
gg mile* sast of South-East Shoal 
Steward 

The City of Cleveland** captain re¬ 
turned the following comfort! 0 ^ reply: 
Steward—Western States— 

Have you located and ap coming 
full speed Am 35 mile* away Have 
ample accommodation* for you all. 

McKay 

Capt McKay aent an urgent me* 
■age to hi* engineers to do their heat 
and the extra fire men. oil era and holl¬ 
ar men were turned out of their 
bonks The Cleveland It one of the 
fastest steamer* on the lakaa and it 
toon via tearing through the placid 
water of the moonlit take under every 
possible pound of steam It was little 
more than an hour when, by the aid 
Of th# chart, the two boats wero close 
enough to he spoken and th* captain* 
held megaphone con vernation. 


Lashed B toad aides. 

Th* crippled ablp and the rescuer 
were lashed broad*Ides together and 
the transfer, which bad bean arranged 
In the hour while the Cleveland was 
coming up to the Western State*, was 
effected There was no confusion. 
The water was a* ''calm as a mill* 
pood" and a bright moon made the 
scene a* light as day. Over a fenced 
gang way the passenger* walked from 
deck to deck and the steward* carried 
their luggage to their new stateroom* 
There was no crowding on the Cleve¬ 
land, whose capacity of 3500 via not 
approached. The transfer was com¬ 
pleted and the boat* pulled apart In 
IS minute*. The Western Bute* 
turned back In the direction of De¬ 
troit under 1U own steam at tow preee- 
UTW 

"There wm absolutely no excite¬ 
ment on board following the accident," 
said one of the party of beakers from 
the convention of Michigan But# 
Bankers' Association, upon the arrival 
of lb# City of Cleveland in Buffalo. 

"There were about 225 In our party 
and of that number about half had 
gone to I hair stateroom*. w* were 
told a few minute* after the accident 
that It would he necea*arr to tran* 
fer the entire party to the City of 
Cleveland which had already been 
communicated with by wireless Ac¬ 
cordingly at! of our luggage was 
Kttlhsmd together nod we made ready 
for the transfer which was mad* an 
hour later without incident/* 

Emery Clark, of th* First National 
Dank of Detroit, retiring president of 
the aa*oclotion, laughed when be was 
naked If there had been any exello> 
meat on board, 

"Why. baJf of our party didn't know 
anything had happened until It vu 
explained to them and they took it alt 
a* a splendid joke. 1 ' said he 

* f Of course the accident has delayed 
ub slightly on our trip 10 Niagara- 
hut It 1# of JJUle consequence, be¬ 
cause w* are all having a splendid 
lima." 

1)1 Man on Board 

Borne excitement was caused while 
the big steamer was being warped 
into her landing place at the foot of 
Washington street by a report that 
one of the bankers had been taken 
suddenly seriously III following the ac¬ 
cident and was to be taken to a hos¬ 
pital *s soon as the boat hud uocked 
It was found upon Jr.qulry, however, 
that th^ sick mao was on* of the 
passengers on the City of Cleveland 
when she left Detroit and was being 
taken to New York city for treatment 
He was not of the banker*' party. 

The bunting of the cylinder fol¬ 
io wed the breaking of a boll in a 
hlgh-ponerc-d engine. The wireless 
call for help was sent out immediate- 
ly end the CHy of Cleveland and the 
Eastern States responded, Th* for¬ 
mer vesieJ was only a abort distune** 
a way and started for the disabled 
host, the Kmcm State* being In 
formed tInit her aid was not needed 
When the City of Cleveland arrived 
the banker* held s conference and 
decided not to stay aboard the West* 
ern State* The two boath war# then 
lashed together and th* gang planks 
get The aem was calm nhd the trad** 
fer wx* ui*d* without accident ft 
wan after midnight when the City of 
Cleveland left the stranded vessel 
bound for Buffalo. 

The Western States turned her no## 
toward Detroit sod in Attempting to 
reach that port traveled by ms *01 of. 
her low powered engines 



STR. WESTERN STATES 
DISABLED, CALLS AID 

Wireless Operator in Court on 
Charge of interfering. 

BROKE UP MESSAGE? 

# 

EfucH E. Goodwin, h airvkM <tpcr* 
•tor employed by the i>nt|nrut*l Wire, 
kw Telegraph </omp*i>j, w a* before 
Judgr Null in * 'It v t*oun yr*trtri»l*‘ 
charged with ■ v kMiHion nf the pen*I 
codv. Ilia hearma was adjourned 10 
Monday. October 3d, A w arrant I* *1*0 
out for the arrest of Nrbon Hell, an 
operator employed by the same com¬ 
pany. on a similar charge. 

Edward Ncwrton of Chicago, general 
superintendent of the United Wireless 
Company, altegea that the two 0 per. 1 i 
ora wilfully and ttialiejoiiih preventvd 
and delated the tranenitavion of n mm- 
sag* from the steamship Western 
Btatea oil September Slat wbrrt that 
boat wa* disabled on Lak«* Erie oft 
L*m 1 a Point owing to the breaking of 
a shaft and cylinder head. 

According to the affidavit. Charles 
Royal, the eperutor abouid tlie Westem 
3 La pi. unaucceatfully tried from 4.1Q 
a m. until > to am to reach either the 
Erie or Buffalo station*. Huyal nays 
that the moment he'began to send out 
a mcesage asking for Mwirtancc, the 
operator at Clarks station, Buffalo, be¬ 
gan w iDitnau'. f 

Royal ns formerly an operator for 
tk# Clark company at Detroit and later 
at BufTalo. He hu« made ufltdavit that 
he was given oral instruct ion* ut 
Detroit by W. N. Me Wade, supertn^ 
tendent of the Clark company, and 
Thomas K Clark, genvrut tnanagm to 
leterfspD with the United Wirrleaa sia- 
lions there, and had written Inst ruc¬ 
tion* from gamut! Brinkman, manager 
of the Detroit station, advising Clark 
operators in this respect. 

The maajmuiH penalty for Goodwin'* 
Alleged offence is four years' Imprison- 
Bent. 

If the wire lea* folks ar* to fight 1* 
the Air they should select their mono- 
plane* or biplane* and have it out 

where thay wen t bother people who 
don't understand what they are at 
ggd what their complaints really 


CUT IN ON TH E AIR. 

Wiraises Operator if accused of in¬ 
tercepting A Rival’* Messages, 

Ernest E. Goodwin, * wire!*** tala* 
graph operator of No. t> West Eagle 
street, war arrested last night on a 
warrant charging him with violating 
tha p*n*I law m reg»td to Infer far* 
Ing with telegraphic communications 

Tbs complainant is Edward <\ New¬ 
ton. who Is th* local representative of 
one company which ha* a wlrdcs- sta¬ 
tion here. He »lieges lh4t *ioodv\ln 
has set up a station on the beach at the 
foot of South Michigan afreet and is 
dally Interfering with the work of the 
company, 

Recently. Newton a Urge*, a steam* 
boat was In grave danger off Long 
Point. In Lak* ErW. and waa sending 
out dashes of U* plight, which were in¬ 
tercepted and m^d* u&elc** by Good¬ 
win. 


WIRELESS OPERATOR UR FOR 
INTERCEPTING MESSAGES 


Ernest E. Goodwin, a wirelent tele¬ 
graph operator at tlie Clerk 
Telegraph Company's elation on the 
be*i h, ita urralgfMd In City iV*urt 
yaetcrdfty morning charged w*ih inter¬ 
fering with message* *vni to the United 
WirrlsR* Teb^ruph Company from the 
■learner fVestero dint** when she 
in dlalrt*# off t/mx I'oint on Septem¬ 
ber 20th Judge Nash put the lm« 
over until fK-tober 3rd Tor trial 
A warrsm is out for the errc*t of 
N«i*on Holt, an Optra tor for the name 
statin nr 


WIRELESS INTERFERENCE 

taken to supreme court 

Jostle* Hooker *> to deride the *rue^* 
lion wbetter the law pn»hlbmfig ih* 
interf* icnre v|th th# ir titling of tek- 
i. r i.ipb end KliMNsRM can bf 

applleti lo w*fHcn* teh + grapny Argu¬ 
ments ware heard by hint y*nierday af¬ 
ternoon on this iKilnt fallowing a writ 
of hah*** cstrpu* whirln brought about 
th* reb'aai from Jail of Kroeitt C 1C 
Good win, of *y ■- Chirk Wlrs* 

Usw Tidegrn p VToh phoite ComiMby. 
who wax !»m«ini > barged with tru ** 
fe trig with a diMre** Ktgnsi from th* 
steamer Western Btau-i when it waa 
la trouble on L-sk* Erie Th* proceed¬ 
ing in City Court. In which it L> sought 
to putilah Good win and another oper¬ 
ator top the »ame company. N«ison 
Holt, h.ifc Lct j i\ Imld pending Uit un-. 
riouncement of the decision of Justice 
Houkar. 


PERE MARQUETTE 
LAKE DISASTER 
OFF CHEBOYGAN 


Conflicting Reports by Wireless Tell 
of Sinking of Boat With All or Part 
of Crew in Lake Michigan. 


fBy AjbP lata# PrwM 

LUPINGTON. Mkh . Sept, 9—On# Of the worst marine disaster* lu th# 
history of Lake Mtchigtu navigatiAn occurred early today when car ferry 
Fere Marquette No. 13, flagship of a fliet of six *!e#l car ferries owned and 
operated by the Per* Marquette Hal Pad Company, sank to the bottom of 
ijk# Michigan, twenty m!l#> off Poi t Washington, Wia., with an estimated 
loss of 26 lives. The boat was valued at liOd.OOh, and the cargo, which 
included ZB loaded can. at ttOOOCQ to flbO.000, The total loas will exceed 
half a ml)H od dollars, full* Insured 

“Car ferry No 1« slnklag—help!’' wss the C, Q D. wirelew meaaage 
that brought the first newa of the die aster to this city about 5 A. M today. 

The lost car ferry carried a craw of 60 tneo. and had on board (wo 

woman paaaengera agld to be from Baglnaw. 


LUDtNGTON, Mich., Sept. 0 —W. U Meroereau. auperlnteudent of the 
ear ferry line, ha* received a ■ tiling that only 30 of 60 men on 

hoard Car Ferry No. IS had been aaved. The message cam* from a paa»* 
lag steamer, which was lo commutUc at Ion with No. 17 and la accepted at 
pare llafqette marine headquarters as reliable. Twenty are said to he 
lest, Including all the officers. 


MILWAUKEE. Wia., Sept. D,— J Ihlrty-nln* member* of tbs crew of the 
Per* Marquette oti ferry No U were lost and three ftavsd, when tha car 
ferry sank In mid lake about 30 mils* off Bhaboraan today, according to 
report* received her*. 

All th* mem her* of the crew ualled from Ludtagton. 

The car ferry left Ludlagton at 11:40 laat night, efter a thorough In¬ 
spection before entering the freight carrying traffic acroaa the lake. The 
first word Of the ferry being in distress waa received In a wireless m*a- 
aage from the captain, asking for assistance from car fairy No N and for 
the dispatch of tugs 

First report* received also Indicated that the crew had been saved, 
bnt a later dispatch at 10 JO brought the new* that only three out of a 
crew of 42 had been saved. 

■ There Is abeolotely nothing known as to the cause of the sinking. 


DETROIT. Mich., SepL 9 —At Per* Marquette railroad headquarters 
In this city It i« »eld that car ferry No. 18 had a crew of 33 to 36 m«Q and 
that word fr™ Ludlngton la that all were rescued bj car ferry No. a*. 
Tbr is Her left Ludtggtoq at 6 A, M in response to No. I&’s wireless signal 
oi AtMtr*** *nd moped the *-rfte of the wreck about 7 o'clock. 



JUDGE FINOS ALL COMPANIES 
INTERFERED WITH MESSAGES 
UNITED COMPANY MAY AP¬ 
PLY AGAIN IF MESSAGES ARE 
INTERRUPTED. 


My miirucriuDi wars to interfere 
with th* United from the regular sta¬ 
tion up until I A. M. each morning, t 
then went to the laborstory and 
started the Interference machine, that 
ran until all their boats had docked. 1 
carried out these lnarractions during 
the entire time that 1 was working 
for the Clark Company In Detroit. 
The same condition prevails at Buf¬ 
falo, except that In Buffalo the de¬ 
sign of the Interference machine is 
changed and a a#I t water reoatal la 
used !u the place of a break by mo¬ 
tor. The rbeoxtat is designed as fol¬ 
lows; In a vessel of salt water two 
pieces of eteel are placed, being two 
oonaecuous of a circuit, Ons piece of 
steel la plated down In the water, (fa# 
other Just touching H Wkea the 
00 rrent la turned on, bubbles form 
around ‘he place of steal near th# top, 
and when the bubbles break contact 
la made, sod a dash is made through 
the wlrs Less InitTumect until another 
bubhio is termed Thla lx a oootlnu- 
iias performance." 


The suit of uw Lulled tv*r*itw Tsl- 
#gr*pb Company to obi am an Injunc¬ 
tion restraining the Continental Wirt- 
less Teifrgrs^h & Telephone Com¬ 
pany anti flam Wireless Tcktgreph 
A Telephone rVimpany from till'd 
tnterftreaee with me*skg#s on the 

unsi iMm.es, vmui atniMa oy 

Judgt John H, Ha sal in United btates 
Circuit i.’aurt* Th# complainant com¬ 
pany, however, tiold* the right to 
again start procoedlngs at the brftu¬ 
ning of the si-HSon If the defendants 
attempt to hamper the work tif the 
United Wireless concern. Fra ml 5 X, 
Butler, N** York City, appeared for 
th* tiomplaluant, and the defendant. 
Clark Company wu repreaanted by 
Eugene L Fslke of this city. 

Judge Haas I xtated that inasmuch 
as from the evidence offered by sseh 
side each company had Interfered 
with the business of th# other, his rut* 
ing seemed to he the best under ih# 
circumstances, 

Th* proceed lugs were begun last 
September and today was the Urn# set 
for the defensii to die answer*^ The 
Untied wirvioa* Company, which has 
a eta lion ut one of the It cal newspaper 
office* thsrged that during UHk ih* 
Contlfiefitai and Clark companies had * 
maliciously Interfered with tbr Irani* 
mlaaieo of Its wireless itiraiagen. Af- 
ridavits were presented by each side 
to the effect that the other concern 
had tflvd to Injur* It# tsuslnoea. 


story or the Clark Wireless Tele- 
grsjih Company at 1 H Casa avenue 
sod start su Interference machine 
Thf* jtK blue, 1 was told, was de¬ 
signed tt work automattcally and lo 
prevent the United Wireless from 
setting through so> mesoagea This 
machine ws» to arranged by having 
point* 00 the shaft of * motor that 
as the motor would turn It would 
dose the circuit sod tusk* dashes. 


4 C Q. D/ Meggage Might 
Have Saved Lives But 
For Wireless Rivalry 

’*|f th# Bop# wlr#l**s eparator hod 
b*#» Sind *4wuNb to answir rtif wpan 
t plrkad up hi* call, tbm Uvea ot tho»* 
two m#n odsht hsv# been *avwL* f ■•Id 
fipsrstor &«rf W# miter. "1 couJd hav# 
r«JM uj> Capt. WmIcou at lh* local 
marine reporting efftc* mod had som* 
of th* tugs that ar# utatlaiwd at Am- 
h#r*tliufs and Hot I'uuu on th# spot 
Ut two hours." 

Th* wiralou. mossasa which told of 
tbs burning uf th* Clarion was Aral 
pick## out of th* air by Wart IC. W*nd- 
kr, night operator at ihs lalrolt sta¬ 
tion of tht t *1 or a Wireless, which op- 
vkiH like Uairolt Journal Htvkt, 
tha P S C, goes at th* foot of Wmyoa 
Mnst W*n4l#r was "in circuit" at 

| J* p, a. whoa h* hewed ths foinntia 
“C. <| nr coil. It* onswarsd lb* 
on# Jaamad that th* *t*amwf rati- 
"tarn Wo* eh* Bop*, a Unitod Wlr#l*s* 
boat But wh*r h* *ign*d "C, W 
signifying th* l**lndt Clark #L»tk>n, 
th* other operator rduw* to talk. 


? 
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THE GREAT LAKES 


The Multi-Lingual Dictionary 



"DO YOU UNDERSTAND ?* 

"CAN YOU SPEAK ENGLISH ? 11 

Konnen Sic Duetsch spree hen ? 

Versteheo Sie Nicht [No] Gr- 


Paha Lie Inglese ? 
Parle Anglais ? 

Que Hable Ingles 


Capa re Vietata 
Non Comprendre 
No Comp render 


it* 

Fr. 


During the early days of Wireless at the turn of the 
century, many new words were coined which became 
the terminology or lexicon of the new art. Transla¬ 
tion of these words were not readily available in dic¬ 
tionary form for wireless men visiting foreign ports. 
Early equipment frequently gave trouble due to the 
crude workmanship and when repairs or supplies were 
needed, it was often hard to make their 'wants* 
known. 

This problem was recognized by the Marconi Company 
so it set its staff to work up a "Multi-Lingual" Dic¬ 
tionary as a translation tool that all could use as the 
occasion required. 

The "Lingual Dictionary" was included in several issues 
of the" Year Book of Wireless Telegraphy and Tele¬ 
phony". It has not been updated since then but there 
are some who might find it a historical bit of memor¬ 
abilia and nostalgia of more than passing interest, that 
should be recorded to point out some of the difficulties 
that existed in the early pioneer days. 

One instance comes to mind was back in 1919 when I 
was enroote India on the SS Santa Cruz/WBD. Leaving 
Manila our emergency transmitter [ 10" open gap] had 
the coil burn out. On reaching the French port of 
Saigon I went ashore to try and buy some needed wire 
to rewind the secondary which I found giving the troub. 
but had no success in 'getting through* as the French 
representative didn't understand what a "Spark-Gap" wa 
If I had explained it was an "Eclateur a etincelle", 

I probably could have solved the problem of making 
my wants known. Other hypothetical circumstances 
come to mind, for example: 

Herr Heintz Sprockman of the SS Elbe was having 
trouble with his "Empfanger" shortly after leaving Ham 
burg for Southampton, He was unable to fix it so 
when he arrived at Southampton he went to the radio 
station and tried to tell them about the tempermental 
"Empfanger" on the Elba. The sharp British Op on 
duty sensed that he was talking about the ship's 
receiver as the culprit but how was he to know what 
a "Empfanger" was ? 

Then there was Gerald Welch on the HMS Sir Sidney. 
After leaving Plymouth for Wismor his condensers 
blew. How was he to know that the Germans called 
condensers^, Kondensatorens ?? [ Ach Himmel ] And 
so it went . 

There were many 'nuggets' of information in these 
Year-Books. The first we received was the 1913 
edition priced at 2/6 net. It was donated to the Soc¬ 
iety by Ed. G. Baser from his Historical Collection. 

It was published by the Marconi Press Agency Ltd.. 

The 1914 edition was donated to the Society by late 
member p Dexter S„ Bartlett who became a Silent Key 
March 15 1982.. The 1915 edition has the name of 
member Robert W. Ennis - 271 -P as donor* We do 
not have a copy of the 1916 issue. Victor C. Ulrich 
962-SGP donated the 1917 edition. We do not have 
issues covering other years of issue. If any of our 
members have Year Books other than those Indicated 
above w© would be most pleased to receive them as 
a donation to complete our library and for reference. 
Anyone knowing how many years this series of Year 
Books was printed will do us a favor in furnishing 
this information. We do wish to take this occasion 
of thanking those above for their donation. Books of 
this kind give us a 1 window' on certain years of our 
lives in which we feel the information contained there 
in to be authentic and the historical facts related can 
be relied upon in a review of our heritage. WAB, | 


DICTIONARY OF TECHNICAL TERMS 


8 tfCt-MV- 


AccumuLator batlerk* 

\trill, biiancmg , • 

Aerial, directional , 
Aerial* direction findw 

Aerial, boniootal , 
Aerial, receiving 
Aerial, tmuauUmg 

Aerial umbrella • 

Ammeter* lc. 

Ammeter, d,C- ■ 

Ammeter, hotwira . 

Ammeter, moving omi 

Angle divider . 

Am dona - 

Aatffina* horUofiUl «* 
t aaWoD of 
Aatecifia. T-shaped 
Antenna. extended T- 
shaped 

Apparatus rreehrm* 
Apparatus transmitting 

Arrester* earth terminal . 

Arrester, HfMnLng . 
/iBKK pnw * 


Baiter? <4 L s|dao j*n 

g, tkeuk root or 



practice 


Cah* radiotelegraph 
Change of cuonectkj&s for 


wag 

Change of connections for 
transmitting 

Choker, air oare protecting 


at coil * 

Circuit breaker 


and ckatr. 


Circuit, clgaed oscillating 
Circuit, intermediate 
Circuit, open radiating 
Circuit, oscillatory , 


Cod, tynloaning 

Commutator . 

Commutator id Dynamo) 


Condenarf* adjustable 
Condenser, adjustable disc 

Gooden**?, aerul t™»* 


Condenser, calibr atirm 

C«dpi*r, circuit - 

Condenser, intermediate 


Klirea. 


Good cuter, secondart cir¬ 
cuit 

Coq de titer, abort ware , 

Cond*n%*r*tvvtrjit , • 

Condeu*rTv trut-tube 

Condrnlet, Iwit| coupled 

Coftdenterv variable . 

Converter . * 

Cootiniiinat wave 
ConiihtMMH * recti vet, 

Coupling 

Couplings, neaibie and in- 
•Ulftlhf 

Current, alternating 
Current, direct * * 

Current, primary a hern at 
mg 

Cut-out. automatic ■ * 

Cymometer* 

Damper , 

Damping, High 
Ivcremeter . * 

fjetwtor, crv*tat 

Detector, balanced crystal 

Detector, Firming vihr , 

Detector* magnetic . 

Dielectric strength - 
Ditdiirftr, uindironoiit 

Discharger* disc, High¬ 
speed 

Disthargcr, disc, smooth . 

Discharger* disc* studded . 

Discharger* Aid * 

Discharger* micrometrii 
spark 

Discharger, side electrode* 
Discharger, synchronous , 
Duplex telegraphy 

Earth connection , 
Efficiency 


Frequency* high 
Ffequencv, low 
Frequency meter 


Genera ling plant 
Generator* c,c. 


Kazniner break, magnetic 


Bat teric (Fa 

An mokt da ootnpczwtfcw 

Antffioe dirigfe * 
Antenna exception dirt' 

§«• 

An (cans horinxitik * 
Antenna d« rtceptsan 
Auietme d'emission » 

ArUfflae cn par a pluit 

Ampri*ni#tTtt pour C&u 
rant attemiuf 
Amparemetre pots oJt- 
rant ccatlau 

Atnptran&n 1 61 ehaud. 
AmpiremfU* d'Anonval 

Dtriaeur J'angle , 
Antenna * * , 

Branch* horitfurtala de 
I'anlenne 
Antaniitt m T. 

Antenna «i T. k bran<her 
borimaistoa prolcmjptes 
Appmili dr reception * 
Applied* tte transmission 

Eclateur dt mtm k tem . 

Parafoudns . » 

Pert urban™ atmosphCc 
iqUIS 


1U14JLH* 


Bitletk di accumulator!. 
di 


Antenna dirtgibito . 
Ifllmm, nvnUtnce deUa 
direnooe 

.Antenna artixoataje 
Antenna di 
Antenna di ti 


Sraytkit. 


Ora van 




a forma di 

ocnbrella 

Amperometro per car* 
rents allnrnata 
Amperiaratra per coc- 
rmt# ctmtinua 
AmperanetTu a fib eatdo 
Ampcmenriro s bob tax 


Dtviaom di 
Antenna 
Fill ortar nntali 

dell' antenna 
Anisina a forma di T* * 
Antenna a forma di T, 
aUungmia 

Apparent hi di rkenkna * 

Appafecthi dl trauniar 

stone 

Xorsrtto par press di 
terra 

Dtspoeiii vo sc aticaiulmine 
Ferturbaxjooj atraoclmche 


Bittern da boqtdlW da Biltfrb di botftflia di 
Letdt 

SoufliWk I mot ear 4bc- , ad aatona- 

tnqoe 1 rnento dcttrico 

Barrvs cmnibos pnnei I Bine ooUeitnci principal! 

hitWDt dn posts radio- ' Fabtorkato della staitoae 


Vlbratenr , , | Vlbritore * . * 

Vibratmir d^apprantbsagt- Cicala per la pratka della 

uditu 


tadtotfdicraph- 


pour la 


Capacity 
Vout ure 

iqm 

Comm lit 4tMm 
rtceptiotj. 

Comm u l, it loo pour la 
transmtuion 

Bobiae de reactance sans 
noyau de fee 

Bobipe d'lmpfdance 
Dujooc teur at con j*n etc ur 
automstique , * 

Circuit oadllant fttmk . 
Circuit intermidiaire , 
Circuit radiant ouvert 
Circuit osctllatairr , 
Cohereur * 

Inductance de syTitonixa 
lion 

Coonnutateur 
CoOfCKur * t * 
Cmdntulntn 
Condensate ur rCelable 
Condrnutritf 1 dtsqus , 

Caritoitiftif de «rntonV- 
sauon d'anienna 

CnqdeniLelw I atr 

Coudenuteur Cialoo * 

Circuit du ondoiutcvr. 
Condense itur du 
ititernkdiatre 


CapaotA 

Cairo radiotefegnAro 



Acumuladores* Baterias 
de 

AAteoj compensadora * 

Antena dirigida , 
Antena pars buses da 
direcdones 
Antena hofiushl - 
Ad tern de reception 
Antena dc tramttnissloa , 

Antena da paragua en 
forma 

AmpeTtiqetttk cv . 

AmperinietrcC C-c* ■ 

A mperimetro t^rmico 
Am peri metro de boblna 
movil 

Divisor dc Angulo ■ 
Antena. 

Antena, Protongartto 

hieraontat de la 
Antena en forma de T. 
Antena en forma da T 
prolong ada 
Apatitcm reoeptora 
A panto* iruumiHifl , 

Estallador de tome de 
tkerra 

Piruripa * , 

Ferturbacioom Atmn*- 

ttfkaa 


Acctinauiaiofeo Batterfe 

Waga Anteima 

Cerlchtela Antenne 
Antenna, rur Entdecttung 
der Richlung 
llnfumidet l uitkiter 
Empfangsdrahl 
Gcl^rdrahl [Seodeiuft- 

Isitcri 

Schirtnoata 

W tc Hsektromam pert- 

mater 

G kichitiTxiiaiDpernaetcT 
Hdadrahtamp 

DAcvcivji 

meter 

W i a kelT mm uagi ■ Appar at 
Luft toilet (Antamel 
Nonaontato Vwlangtnmgi- 
drabtc dea Luflfeilm 
T, formige Ammo* 
VcTlAngerte T, Lafitoitsr 

Rmpfanger 


Erdan- 


Itamperemeti 
valacner Art 


Unterbrochener 

tchluu 

BlHiscbuir 

Luftuoeruayn 


Bateria da BotelU* dt Battarta Leyden er Ftas- 
Leyden cbeu 

Uotoc soolador or Vmti t Gcblacse . mit Oektriscben 
lador etoctneo An tr»cb 

Burn cuketors* pnnei- i Haupt Sammetschtenen 


pales 

Edib 


per Iras- 


ItobiiK di pf utexjonr a 

auctoit dans 

R xchet to d‘ aat otnd uxiooe 
Ititcmiuure . , I 

Cifculto oscillante cbiuso. 
Circuuo iDtmaedio 
Cirruito radiante apert o * 
Cimiito osdllante . 

Rice> itore a coher er 
Ratchet!o di 


t nfumutathirv 

CollrUkt 
I Cmdouton, 

Cmdiamtev . __ . 

, Cnad— lalore a dboo R- 


Condnutcff per la sto- . Coodettvadca 


itao de U talocton 

Zumbadiif 

Zumhadcr para pricti 


Capacidad * . * ] 

Carro dc radjotetogralja I 

Cambio de ooneaksirt ! 

para la reception 
Gamble da concxiones 1 
pan ta transmision 
Bubjru- da tsi4Clatiria t \ 
protect oca a, de nbetoo 
de a irr 

Bobm* de react an ci a , 1 
loterruptnr coo a pen or a i 
v oerre aqt«n6ticos 
Ortuiti' cmilantr rerrado 
Circ uit l ► in t eniied io 
C irtuito radiadur abkrlo 
Cirruna o*- 'Haute 
Cohtioc 

Bobhia de smtoauackki * 

Counutaduc . 

Cokctor 

Coodefisadoret 
Gcadensador variable 
Conderi*adoc dc disco, 
variable 

da stntoni 

raodo dr Ja antena 


Statlonhaus 

Summer 

UbuncMimmire 


Autnahp icUii^kdt 

FunkenLaotT] 


Coridensatoce per tan- 
turr 

Circuito del Ocaidenutorc 
il Ctf- 


cWlo inter medio 


sercvidatre 

Coodensateur dc raceout- 
casement 

Systcmc de tandmvateuj 

Cofidcntateun A tube « 
CaudenMtrnr iuincto 

l ondcnutciits rfgbbtoa , 

Commutatricv , , 

Ondc non amortto . 
Rccrpif-ut pm ondn am- 
aiuttftie* 

Coupiags ■ - • 

Manrhons tf sccouplenwni 
soupks el isoUnu 
Courant altcmatd * 
CcHinnt conlmu * * 

Courant altematif 

pftitiarrr 

Interrupt cur aui npiaiiqu^ 
CtmaAftm. 


Sourdine 

Amort issement StovS 

Drcrtfliette * 

hriwtfur A trldsl 


distal 


fkteetrtir i 
eqoilibrr 
Receptetif A valve d'osrtl- 
Utlon ” Fleming "* 
Dctertcur magnet iqur . 

Rigidity dklectiiquc 
El rat cut atmehront 

Eclateur k dhque A 
grandc-vifefsc 
FcJateui 6 disque urn « 

Eclateur A disque—muni 
dc pfiscmniers later an a 
Edateur file- * 

LcUicur I ftmcelk mkru- 
metriquc 

Ildateur A ekdiodo 
later ales 

Edalcui syuchtiaic * 
TCkgrxpb* duplex * 


Conneaion de Icrtr 
Rettdroieni + 


H sale frequence 
Bai*c tr#qijeace 
Frequenfeaktre 


Genera (em 

Dynamo 


fnt«TTUptetir A tnartrau 


cnilo t*6«dario 
Condexisatorc per on da 

corta 

Sisiema di coodcoviton - 
Condensatori tubular * * 

ColldfHMt^f J doppUl 

Mtoppirantfl 

LchiJ r T i%j irvr > vanabili * 

Cdtivertitnfe 
Onda runtmua , 
Ricmtorr d‘ oude not* 


Arropputnentn 
Ac rap lament t cUsiJtci ed 
imtimi 

Cfcrentc aliernala 
Corrente contlnua ■ 
Correntc alternata del 
dreuito nrvm »rto 
Intern*! tore amamatkn , 
Cimufuetri * 


Sordma • , * 

Forte unorcameo |u 

Decrimetro . . , 

Rivetalore dl ondc a 
crlslillo 

RnnrUtoee a mstaili 
compensati 

Rjvctatorv dt node con 
valvola dl FVtoljai: 

Rivebtvs di «ide mag¬ 
net ICO 

Rijclu>'* b*ef .’tries 

Scaancatore asmerono 

Scaricalore a disctJ ad 
alt a vrioritf 

Scaricatnrt « disco a roo- 
totul Usd 

Soricilore a dhco con 
pants 

Sc* ri cat ore frVio 

Scarkatoae per la prtw 
durkmc di scmtilla 
mferome tries 

Scan ca tore fto cleft rod i 
latetali 

Scaricatore sincrooo 
Tetograha duplex , , 


W«« a terra 
Rend i men ta * 


Aha frequeura 
frtqucnu 
F req LM-nfiuoirifo 


Impiantn generator* , 
Gcneialore di cnrmule 
comtnua 


da diatoc 

then de aire 

Cftodcniadcc para cah- 
brae too 

Gooden tador, Ctrcuito de 
Gjtndmudur del drcuilo 
mtrrmedki 

Cmknitov del ckctiilo 


UmscHahuttr auf Hmp 
latigeo 

L'fiischaltujig juf Sen dm 

luqKKlacirpukit lur hobs 

Ffeqi*tu mu UuiMm 

Urruvlqiuli 

Stfreri - mti'-Tljfeclief ttod 

SiMN di l ki i ct 
Gnrliliaiciirr Err*|erkmi 
ZwtAchcnhrei* 

Otlsner StraMungaiirrii 
Sch w mgunoHrtti 
FrtHrnmip! >iii gvr 
Abstimmspul* 

SlroiTin coder 

SjrnmwentU r 
Kcnifetidliffti 
Varubtor Kondcnmiiot 
Dtefi konden*Aior 

Koiideinat^w m Lull- 


Luftknndensaltg 

Efchun gskon densat ct 

Kordetksaifg V ret* 
Koudenut^r im Zwlsrh***- 
knh 


Condetuudor dc «da 

corta 

Sistema tie Goa Jrti>adore* 

Tubo pari eri&iyo de 
Ceindctitadorv^ 
i'ondeiisatfor de d< -bk 
aojpUnnctito 
C on den* adores variables. 
Con vertldof 
i hid a continua . 
Rcreplor par* ouda 
con tin as 
A cop I Aim™ (o 
Arnplamknlas Cetibtos v 
aisladcm 
i omente altema 
Corricnlc ( ^tithnu 
Comente dtcru i 

pri mull 

intemjptrrf tMtlmdliei 
Cundtnrlm * , 


Amort igaador 

Ammiguaznicnto. Gran 

Pecrfraetro * 

Deteclor de crista] 

Defector de cnvtul com 
(jniMdor 

Deterrnf de VAIvula, 
Flciuinr 

Detector magott iro 

Rrsktenda dielectnca 

Dcscafgador asincrono 

Desrargadoc de disco de 
gran velocidad 

Estallador de dlvro Uto 

Estallador de disco den- 
tado 

iVurargador o * 

Estahador de chispa 
micrcokttira 

DescArgador, electrodes 
laterals- del 

Descargador sincrcoo . 

Tetografia duplei , 


Ccoeudn dr tierra * 
Rendimienlo. 


Freeit# net* sit a 
FiFfwint, biji 
F recuenrtmeun 


Inrtalacton geBcradora . 
Graft a dec de comente 
roatinua 


VrrttVtoaiilikftoiiaMv 

K nndensatoriystein 

Kondengator Friifrdlire 

kondensatar* dopftrlt 
grsehallete 

V aniiblerkfindensatoreti 
Hutium former 
kruitihinrtbschr Welle 
Eiupfangrr fuei kontmu- 
irrlischr WrEl* 

Kiipplimg 

Riecsamr und isolkteudr 
Vrrbin dun fen 
Wesbvrl^trom 
i ,inichstmm 

PruTMt Wechsehirom 

Sell j* t mi ter hr tchei 
Write n metier 


Dthpln 

Gtmsv Dttnpfunr 
Kkkrrmelet fDampfung*- 
tnrwr! 

Kmt iBdtftk (tt 


Interrultorv magnetin* a Intemipirg magnetko de I Wsgnrtricher HunmeniiT- 
marlrllo martiUo trtbrecher 


Welton«-mieigef* 
neflrti Kristafl 
Prof Fleming's Val vr- 
EmpUngfr 

M uxori F M agnef detektor 

Dieleklriscbe Festigkeit 
bchnbenf uokenstrreke T 

aty&chron 
ScbneD forierendt Schai- 
ben f unkenst reck e 
Rotteremle Scbeibenfut- 
iMMEtcks-llftll 
RoUvtrnde bcheibmfuo- 
kenstrreke mil Zihnc 
Scbeibenf unkenst rrcke T 

huerter 

M ikr rxnrt erf unkenst reck e 


Seheibeo lunkenstrrcke* 

Seitrn rlreirodea 
Sehn 1 ten f unkenst rrcke. 

MTiehrtm 

Duptoa Telegraphir 


Frd Vrrbtndun* 

Wjfhnseagrad 


Hochfrequeni 

\i»dfj*qurnr 

Frrquentmesser 


Stromcnlafe 
Dynamo (Gleidtislfcaii} 













































Digital Media © K2TQN 2012 


Back to Index 


S PARK S JOUR N A L 7-1 


THE GREAT LAKES 


Dictionary of Technical Terms— ConiinutJ 


GREAT LAKES 


English 

Fkkkcm. 

Italia* 

Spanish. 

GtftKAH. 




1 



Induct an or. aerial . 

Inductance, aerial tuning 

Inductance, low frequency 

Inductance, primary . 

Inductance, primary *vn- 
too King 

Inductance, variable pri¬ 
mary * An teeming 

Induction coll. « • 

Inkwntrx. Moor 

InsoUtioo . • 

Insulator, leading u» 
Insulator, flexible . 
Insulator, receiving 

Insulator, transmitting • 

Interrupter 

laietTUpter, current* • 
Interrupter, electronic . 
Interrupter, turbine 


jigger - 
Jigger, balanced 
J primary 

Jigger, eecondarv 

Key-tendm? . 


Leyden lar 

Leyden far, battery ol • 

Lamp, tuntar—and choke 

Lightning ir r en ter. (Set 
Armter. li;btnin;» 


Mart, portable 
Mattv tteel sectional 

Mast. tele<« opir 
Mp-rophuie apparatus 
Micrometer. spark - 
Motor alternator disc set 


Multiple Iratittnmiun and 
rrotptim 


Oscillation*, electric 
Overload 


Plant, mdioteWgraphic 

Potentiometer 


Kadiogoniometet 

Ranee • • . , 

Receiver 

Receiver arrangement 
Receiver, balanced . 

Receiver, flexible 
Receiver, vacuum valve . 

Rectifier* • » « 

Relay . 

Relay H.I. . 

Relay magnets , . 

Resist ante, high 
Resistance, low . 

Resistance, starting 
Resistance rrenlattnc 
Room, accumulator (bat* 
tery) 

Room, operating 
Room, transmitting 


Saddles, pack . , 

Screening bos. 

Series rheostat 
Ship station 

Short circuiting device , 

Shunt, highly inductive , 

Shunt, non inductive 

Signals, balancing 
Signals, telephone 
Span . 

Spark .... 
Spark coil, with hammer 
break 
Spark gap 

Spark gap, mtcrometnc . 

Spark mirrmnrtce , 

Spark gap. multiple 

Spark gap, qu»nchr<J 

Spark quenched 
Sparking dist mee 
Starter, automatic , 

Starter, combined wilt 
shunt regulate* 

Smarter, suigle*phase 

Starter, thrrapbay . 

Station, aeroplane 
Station, airship . 

Station, cart type . 
Station, cavalry’ • 

Station, high-posrer. » 

Station, knapsack . 
Staiioii, landing . . 

Station, long distance 

Station, portable . 

Station, potable military. 

Station, radiotelegraph . 

Station, %raa!t*po«er . 

Swim commutator . , 

Switch, aerial change-over 


Inductance d'antrane 

Inductance a ayutoniser 
le circuit de rantenne 
Dobtne <!'inductance du 
circuit A haste frequence 
Inductance prtmaire 

Inductance prunave de 
fyntani&alian 

Inductance priroatre vari¬ 
able de syntoauation 

Bobine d’Induction 

Apparel) Morse eorrgiv- 
treur 
Isolation 

Isolateur d*rntr#e . 
lsoiateur souple 
Isolateur de reception . 

Isolateur dc tranimiuKC 

Rupteur . • • 

Rupteur de couram 
Rupteur Mrctrolvtique . 
Turbo-rupteur a mercure 


Translormateiu dotcilU- 
tions 

Jigger com pen . 

Pnmatre de transiocma- 
teur d’osciltatioa 

Secoodaire de transform*- 
teur dWillaUon 


Manlpulateur 


Bouteille de Leyde, 

I Batterie de bouteilks de 
Lcvdc 

Lampe de sintonisation 
avec bobine de reactance 


Mat. poctattf. « 

Mits d’aeief a sections . 

Mlt. taiescopique . 
Apparei) microphone 
\lu r ,n»cirr a ctincelle . 
< »roupe funteur altera* 
teur avec aciatrur | 
disque 

Transmission et reception 
multiples 


Oscillations llectriqur* 
Surchaige 


Installation tadiottV- 
graphlqoe 
Potent lumetre 


Radiuganiomatre . » 

Apparvii rtcepteur 
DUpdsitif tie r^ceplvvi . 

Recepteur compe nt i 
Kecepteur soupk . 
Rfcepteur a \alve d'oadt- 
lation 

Rectificateurs , , 

Relais . 

Relais pour haute Icmicw 

Annan is du relais . 

Haute rhiiuner . 

Basse rtsntaacr • 

R beast al de demarcate , 
Rheostat de champ 
SaUe des accumulaicut* 

Salle de manipulation rt 
reception 

C barn bee dev appareih de 
transmission 


Seiles de paqiteiagn , 

Bode de garde , 

Rheostat en serie . 
Station de bord 
Dtspotdil de misr eu court 
circuit 

Shunt a pouvoir tnductif 
♦leve 

Shunt, non tnductif 

Signaux teiephoniqur* 
Hauhanage . 

Etlnnelle , 

B Wine ,1 hdbc ti mt a tn- 
terruptcur 4 marteau 
Bclaleur 4 ettnrelle . 
Bclateur a tntervalle 
tnief * nnri ujue 
Micrometre a etincelle* , 
liclateur rn sCrie 

Eclatrur pour etincellr 
etmifler 

Btmi >*lla t-r 
Dtdarter expUwive 
Demarretir. automatlqi* 

Rhe«>\tat de demarrage 
avec rheostat de champ 

l>*marr*ur monophase , 

TVmaireur iri- phase 

Ai'mj'lam (pnstr if) 
Station de balkwi dinge- 
ahle 

St 1 1ion du tvpe tor voiture 
host* ijr cavaMa 
Statical 4 grande puis¬ 
sance 

Poste dehavTesac . 

FNMe de deharquement 
Poste de grande* distance* 

Station portative . , 

Poste mihtaire transport 
able 

Poste radioteiegraphlque 
Station 4 faible puminrr 

Cummutateur sutsar 

Commutateur d’aalctine 


Induttanra dell’ antenna 

Induttanra per la slntonii- 
ran.me dell* antenna 

Induttanra per il circuito 
a bassa frequent* 

Induttanra per circuit, 
priroario 

Induttanra sintoaixra- 
tnce del drcuilo pr»« 
mario 

Induttanra. smtaniir^ 
tnce del tircuftto pri¬ 
mano. reeotabtle 

Roccbetto o indunooe . 

Ricentore senvente Morse 

IvoUmento . 

I sola tore d’entrata. 

Isolatare, eUsticc . 

Isolator* dell* antenna di 


lsolatore dell* antenna di 


Interruttcer . 
lourruttore di coneote . 
IntCKruttore elettrolituo. 
Interruttore a turbina 


Translormatore delle cor- 
renti ovnllatone 
Translormatore ad alta 
frequenaa co m pe ns ato 
Circuito prrraarto del 
transformatore delle 
oarrenti oscillator* 
Circuito aecoadano del 
translormatore delle 
conenti oscillator* 

Taste manipolatorr di 


» Botrirb*.^. 1 I.rfda • . 

Battma Oi notttghe di 
l etd^ 

Larupada dt untonim 
iiune coo bobina 


Albero, port at iW 
Albero di acciaio divlso 
in aezioni 
Albero telescopic*) 
Apparecchio nucrofooico. 
Micrometre per Scintilla 
Cruppo cooverutore con 
•cancatorr a disco 

Transmission e Rkaainnr 
multipl* 


Osctllarioni ridtriche 
Sovraccanca. 


Impianto : adiot eiegrahe ■ 
Potentioroetro 


Radiogomometro . 
Portata 

Apparecchio ncevitore . 
Dtspositivo di rieexione . 
Rivelatore compensato . 
Rjcevitore flessibile 
Ricevitore con valvola a 
vuoto 

Raddnxratori di carrentr 
Soooorritore . 
Soccorritorc ad alta ten- 


Magneti di aoccomtorr . 
Aha rtu‘ten/i 
Bassa resistrnra 
Reostato di avviamento . 

Stanza per la battcria di 

accumulator! 

L'Acio radioteiegrahco . 


Inductancia de antena . 

lnditrtanria de sin Ion) 
iao6n de la antena 
IndiM tancia del circuito 
de ha) a I requeue ta 
Inductancia primaria • 

Inductancia primaria de 
sintonixaddn 

Inductancia variable de 
sintoouarifa del pn- 
mario 

Bobma de taducckta 

A pat to Morse regtstradoc 

Atslamiento . 

Aislador de entrada 
\t\la.1i>r MMf 
Aislador para circuito re-* 
ceptor 

Aislador para circuito 
transroisor 
InterTuptor . 

Interruplor de romente . 
Intemiptor electrohtico . 
Interruplor de turbina . 


** Jigger” . • 

Jigger compensador 
” Jigger,** pnmano dc) . 

*• J Igger/* secundarto del 

Manipulador 

Bote))* de Lrsden 

Botellat de Levdeti, 
Bateria de 

Lkm par a de untoauactOn 
y de reactancu 


Mistil, portatil . 

M4stii de tecciooes de 
aerro 

Mistil telescdpico . 

Aparato micxuidnico 

Micromuftro dc chispa 

Orapo de motor, alter- 
nador con cstallador de 
>■ 

Trantxntiidn v recepciOn 
mfllttple 


Oscilackmes elect ricas 
Sob recar g a . 


lnvtalaridn radiotelrgra- 
Ica 

Potencidmetro 


kadiugonometio . 


Receptor 

Ptspoutivo de recepcioo. 
Receptor compensador . 
Receptor flexible . 
Receptor dr vilvula de 
vacso 

Recti header . • , 

Relev ador • . 

Relevador A.T. , 

Imanrs del rr lev ador 
Resisteoaa, aha 
Resisteocia, ba>a . 
Reostato de arranqoe 
Rest*tenet* dr rrculacidn 

Sala de acumuiadores 
(Bateria) 

Sala telegriflca 

Sala de mani pul scion 


Basti . . 

Cassetta di proteiionr 
Reostato in serie 
Staxiooe oavalc 
Dtspositivo di mrssa m 
corto chtuiim 
S hunt ad alta in4uxu»nr 

Circuito in denvashm* 
non mdutlnu 
Segnali equilihrau 
Segnali del telefono 
<ampa»a 

SckitUU 

Rocbetto dhndun ine i 

■HVN0O 

Oscilbtorc 

Oscillatoce microinetnon. 

Micrometro di scintilla , 
Osctllatore mulnpi-. 

Spinternmetn. prr m- 
cillaiioni smorrate 
Scmti asmuriats 
Distanra esploMv* 

A v via tore automat ico , 

Reostato di aw lament* 
com Inna to oon ret* da 
tore In *»—• i -aiio»»r | 

Awiator» per corrente 
mot mi a %r 

Acoatore per currentr 
tnUv 

Staxionc |wr arroplam* 
bUnunr per arronave 

StarK*nr del trpo %u rarrl 
Stallone per ravalleria 
Star u»nc <lz gi 


i grande potent a 

Starmne da satno . . 

StatKiue da vbaxco. 
StaiKme ulUapoteote 

Starione portable . 

Starmne militatre mobile, 

Sta/mne radmtelegrahr a 
Stall* <te di piccola 
|v.tmra 

1 taiuiintatore tipu 

svuiero 

Commutatore 

dell antenna 


Bastes . . 

Ca)a da resguardo . , 

Reostato eu sene . 
Luanda de 4 bordo 
Disposllivo de corto cir- 
ruito 

Shunt ahsmentf indue- 
ttvo 

| Shunt, no inductivo 

SeAales compensadores 
SeAale* telefdnica* 
Tlrante. 

ChiiM . 

IL>buij de chispa oon in 
terruptor de nisrtillo 
Lviallador de chispa 
I stallador mtaumetneo 

'iKTdmetr** de chtvpa 
Euallador de rhtv{»a 

multiple 

iVscargador de chispa 
rating uida 
Chispa exufigutda . 
PtUMdi explosiva . 
Reostato de erranque. 
automatic^ 

Reostato de erranque v 
reguladoc de camp,, 
comhmados 

Reostato de arranque 
mon'*f4sic(j 

Reostato de arran«|ue 
triia«KO 

LstariOn para acmplan* * 
Luacidfi para globo* 
dirigibles 

Eturkm tlfv* de carrm 
RstacwVu de cavalerta 
Otaoon dr gran potency 


Estacidci de mochtlas 
ttiariuo de descmberco . 
Estation de gran alcance 

Estaridn portatil 
E«l*o6n miltlat portatil. 

Fstacidn f adlotelegrahca. 
EstackSn dc pequeiia 
potent ta 

Cooinutudor luiin . 

Conmutador para rainbit* 
de hilo» de antena 


Antenneninduktanx 

Induktanx cum Ssmtonl- 
sierm der Antenne 
Induktanxxpule oiedrigcf 
Frequent 
IYun4nnduktanx 

Fnm4rinduktanc cum Ab- 
stimmen 

VeTlnderlicbe PrunArm- 
duktancc sum Abstim 
men 

Rhumkorflscber Funkemn- 
duktor 

Schreibempfanger 

Isolierung 

Isolator, Finfuehnmgs 
Flexibler Isolator 
Isolator fur den Emp- 
tanrsdraht 

Isolator lui die Sender* 
antenne 
Untexbrecher 
Strom un t erbrcchei 
Wehnclt L’nterbrechex 
Quecksi Iber t ur btnen- 

unterbrucher 


Jigger, Sclbst-induktiou 
des Enegerkrrises 
Jigger, biUinxiertei 

Pnmir-Jigger 
Sr kundar-Jigger 

Taste 


leydener Ftasche 
Leyden er 


FUa- 


Batterie 
r hen 

Stntoobierlampe mlt 1m- 
pedanx 


Tratbarer Mast 
Stahlmaslen in Teilen 

Telcskopmaxt 
MicTopboo-Apparat 
F unkra mikr on >e t r r 
WechvebLrotn generator 
kombuuert nut Rotter- 
rode FunkcoMrcckr 
Vielfach Ubermittlung umJ 
Emplang 


E lektrisrhe-Scb wing ungen 
l T her last 


Radiotr legTaptii«cbe 
tage 

Potentiometer 


An* 


Radtogoinomeier 
Reich weit e 
Emplknger 
Empfangsvcrrichtuor 
Emplangei , bilaaxierter 
Emrlanger 

X’akuum venti) Emplaugcr 

Ausgleicher 

Relais 

H oebspann un |tc lai* 

Kelals-magnete 
Hoher Widerstand 
Ntedriger Wideraand 
Aolasser 

Keg ulirrwidervt and 
Akkumulatorenraum 

Bedienungsximrucr fur die 
Draht loseinst allauon 
Sen dert aura 


Facksatte) 

Schutikasten 
Serien Widerstand 
Schiflstaitoo 
Kurxachliesaer 

Shunt mil bohe Selbvtm 
duktkxi 
Nebensrhl.ivx 

nduktioti Ureter 
BaUnoorutfo .«le 
Telephontignale 
AbspanituiiK 
Ft take 

Funkrninduktor mtt 

Haimuer untexbrecher 
Funkeuvtreckr 
Micrometer F'unkmslrecke 

Funkenmikrometrr 
Unterteilte Funkenstrecke 

tWdaempfte 

Fimkeustircke 

l-oschfunke 

Funkrnxtrecke 

Selbstanlasscr 

An la vs wider st and mlt Xe- 
benscblusvregbr 

E *nplt even an I asset 

Dreipliascuan lamer 

Mug-teug Static 
l.uftvchillstatioa 

[stati**n 

Karrrn station. Fahrbar* 

KavalkrirtUiKNi 

KtaftuatkNi 

Inrmsterstation 
Landunc-klatiou 
R ad kxelrgr a ph h»c he 

(•rovMtatiou 
T rag bares', at k«i 
T ragbare MiliUrstatton 

F unken amt 
Klemstiiliuu 

Schweiirvische 

Knmmutatur 
t uftdi aht utnsc halter 

i Cootinuad on Page 38) 


Radio Inspection Services 
1912 - 1930 

BRIEF HISTORY 


The Radio Inspectors l Government - UJS. ] didn f t 
come to the M Lakes n before 1912 so we can think of 
all the fun the operators on both land and ship sta¬ 
tions had on the lakes, jamming each other and at 
time QRMing others when social contacts had prior¬ 
ity over business. The amateurs had fun too. They 
quite often called on a ships frequencies with fake 
CQO or SOS calls or joined in the fun of jamming 
all traffic. It was indeed quite a mess as you may 
observe by glacing over the 'news clips' saved for us 
from the Detroit, Buffalo, Cleveland and other papers 
circa 1910. With the establishment of the RADIO 
DIVISION in the Department of Commerce in 1911 
things started to change. 

The following listing of assignment of the "Feds" on 
the Lakes is taken from the records of William R. 
Foley who was Division Historian about 1953 and 
furnished me much historical information about the 
early days of the Radio Division of DOC. I have 
picked out those who saw duty at Great Lake points 
(namely - Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland and Buffalo, 
also Duluth). This covered a period of duty from 
about 1912 until 1930. 

This document was compliled with the aid of Messrs 
Terrell, Benj. Wolf, VPord Greaves, Edw. Lovejoy, 
Arthur Batcheller, Theodore Deiler, James Chappie, 

Joe McKinney, Geo. Wiltse, Charles Kolster, Walter 
Butterworth, Ken. Clark, Emory Lee, HI. Hayes, Joe 
Hallock, C.D. Guthrie, Robt. Woolverton and Bernard 
H. Linden. It should be quite authentic ! 

RADIO DIVISION - DOC. BRIEF HISTORY 

Established - July 1 1911 New York City 

Mr. Terrell assigned N.Y. R.Y. Cadmus - S.F. 
1912 - A. C. Pickells added to staff. RJ. Terrell went 
to London as Delegate to IRC. Returning - Pickells 
went to New Orleans. Howard was employed and assig 
ed Baltimore. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF GREAT LAKES OFFICES 
Office Dist. 8 established at Cleveland Nov. 18 1912. 
with John F. Dillon and Chicago, Dist. 9. with Roy E, 
Thompson 

1914 - Inspector W. C. Hensgen to Chicago relieved 
Thompson. 

1914 - Dillon to Chicago and Cleveland as Chief. 

(Chicago office closed) 

1915 - Blankenship reopened Chicago office for short 
period of time 

1916 - Appears Dillon moved from Cleveland to Chicagc 
reopening later office and closing Cleveland. He 

remained in Chicago until April 1917. 

1917 - Cleveland office moved to Detoit (Permanent). 
Chicago office closed during entire war and not 

reopened until Mr. Dillon returned in June 1919. 

1920 - District 8 Buffalo - Martin W. Grinned assignee 
1927 - Duluth - George S. Turner, R.l. ( Also had 
St. Paul and Kansas City in his jurisdiction. 

RADIO DIVISION SUPERVISORS PRIOR 1932. 

Dist. 8 CLEVELAND 

11-18-12 John Dillon 6-1-16. Closed Reopened at Det¬ 
roit 10-1-17.Samuel Edwards 6-1-32 Emory Lee. 

DIST. 9 CHICAGO 

11-18-12 Roy Thompson (?)(1914) W.O. Hansgen closed 
6-15-14. Reopened 7-16-15 Charles Blankenship 
6-1-16 John Dillon 7-29-17, Samuel Edwards 10-1-17 
(Closed); 6-25-19 John Dillon; Charles Kolster 10-21-2C 
L.R. Schmidt 7-18-22; E.A. Beane 12-16-27 Harold D. 
Hayes 

INSPECTOR ASSIGNMENTS & O FFICES - 1934 
- egg ■ — — 

CHICAGO - District No. 18 

H.D. Hayes, tept. in Chg, Jesse E. Brown, Francis V. 
Sloan and H.T. Gallsher, Radio Inspectors. 

DETROIT - District No. 19 


Emory H. Lee, Insp. in Charge. Lamar A. Newcomb, 
John A. Russ, Ralph L. Clark, Richard J. Cotton,RI 

BUFFALO, NY - District No. 20 

Forest F. Redfern, Insp. in Chg. Frank J. Smith Rl. 
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THE GREAT LAKES 


Dictionary of Technical Terms— Continued 




Funci 


ItiUAi. 


SfAITTIK. 


GtRMan. 


*The Ptlye U/Inner 


Switch, aerial bratmg 


Switch, automatic . 
Switch, automatic field 


Switch, earth* break 

Switch, chan^-over 
Switch, change-tune 

Switch, charging • 
Switch, combined iliac and 

Switch, double btoded knife 

Switch, doubto-pole 
Switch, double pofc* 
double throw 
SwitchbNjird, d.c. and i c. 


Switch, held break * 

Switch, high-iemion , 

Switch, bigb‘tcn»it*) f*- 
mote control 

Switch, knit* * * * 

Switch, mam - 
Switch, oil-break * 

Swltcf^re** (logs to) 
Switch, quick-break , 

Switch, tingle-pole 
Switch, three-pLiu* 

Switch, three-way 

Switch, voltmeter -» 

Switch, wave-changing 

Syntociiaattofi * 

Syntonised wireleti trtr- 

graph v' 

Table, operating 

difrrtional 

mreleu 
rr«Q.dgm«r « 

T ranafortaer, big h* fre¬ 

quency oscillation 

Transformer. oacilUtorv 


limit dtoatetuie 

ialoruptear automatique 
IflUt niP tf iff autatnatiqoe 
d'ctoiituc 

Interrupteur g contact* 
dr char boo 


Cocnra uiateur de kmgruri 
d(Wki 

Interrupteur dr charge , 
Inlemiptew avec coupe 
circuit 

Lnierrupleur bipoJaire I 


Interrupteur bipoJurr , 
CoEnmuleteux bipotain 4 
deux direction* 
Tableau de dktnbutkm 


rt altematif 

lotrmipteur de Tegola- 
t*on 

Intrerupteuc pour haute 
tension 

T414intemipteiir pour 
haute teniioo 

Interrupteur unipototoa a 
lame* 

intemipteur principal 

Ifiiamipietir 4 bain d'buito 

Interrupteur i pres&im . 

TfUcrrupteur 4 rupture 
brusque 

Iniemipieur imipolaire 

Iiuemipteur pnur nourmt 
tri*ph**4 

Commutateuf 4 irnto 
direction* 

Interrupt eur du voltam4tre 

Comm uta teur pour chai 
men I de lod| 

Svntonmtion 

T^tt'ifraphtp ^anv hi «yn- 
turiiik 




Tnnmitlinf 
TrwawnUter cavalry 
Transmitter, inductive 
Transmitter, sharply-1 lined 
Transmitter, simple (PA.) 


covered to for 


Tn 

Tiv_ 

Trench, 

TMK«Soott« 

Tuittof . 

Train. AM 
Tuner, mu Hip to * 
Tuning, note * 

Tuning, note and wave 

Tuning ware t 
Valre , 

Vilrr, vacuum 
Voltage . 

Voltmeter, a*e. 

Voltmeter, aperiodic 
VoUmctcr, d.c_ * 

Vollmeter, hotwire , 
Voltmeter, switch * 

Wagon tppinlui * 

Wagon, dynamo 

Werebnjtth , t 
Wavrrafttt * 

Wav**, radiation of 


Table de manipulation * 
Prappeur 

Riaiatgtofraphle dlrlfte. 

Transform a ( rur 

Transform* tear «fo«:Alla* 
two 4 haute frequence 

Tianiformsteur d'reiflto- 

1 tJOO 

Dtapotfuf d'emission . 

Tranametteur pour 

c* valeric 
Transmit tear 4 ereiptog* 
IndiKtU 

Tranimettpur 4 fynteni- 
latkm ttoito 
Drapoutif d'flmi mkm 

direrte 


Canalhatkm touiemine 

Tube en Ebonite , 
Synioiuuikai * , 

Syulosicsatkra non sJrue r 
Synbm tost but multiple . 
Hauteur de la note 
Mote et unde de tyntonl- 
Ifttim 

Onde de lyntonmtko . 
Valve , 

Valre 4 vide 
Voltage i 4 
VoUnMie poor oourant 
• Itemail I . 

Voldnhir Ip^iodiqw * 
VollmftfP pour cmcrwl 
ftnatiuu 

VoJtmhrt 4 II chaud 
Interrupteur de volt- 
mi«n 

Voiture portrait b ap- 
pareiLi 

VcMturt portent to gPnfrri- 
trur 

Longueur d’onde * 
Oadem4tre , , , 

Radiajkm de* onde* 


lnternjttore per rttcaUto 
mentu deil'i 


lotemittore automatico - 
IfittmiLlrev lutumiko 
ad ecataxkne 
InlmltOfT > carbonp , 

Commutator* 
Commutator* di lintonu- 


Intermit ore di carle* 
Fuubito ed intoTUttore 
com bin iu 

la terra tree dapple a col* 
uAi 

lutereutree bipolare 
IntemiKore bipdUn a 
doppio efletto 
Quadra di dutriburione 
per ocrrtme continue 
ed alternate 

In term (lore ad eodta- 


Iniemittore per alia ten- 


In tern it tore ad alta ten- 
tiooe comandato a di*- 
(uu 

Interrtutore a cMbrfto * 

lrn err ut tore pruurpato 
Inlerruttore ad olio , 

Interrut tore a presunoc , 
lotermttore a test to 

rapide 

Interruttm unipolar* 
Int^rnuture tnpoiare 

€ <enmuti ature * tre v*e 

iTtetTHitiire per volt o- 

Comn.nUtore d’octda 

Sititon^i" uree . # 

R idiotepifr^a *mtaniea. 


Ta*ola iwr il nervutg 
radii ^lelagrahoo 
Decoherer . * 

Racfrotflrgraba a itslema 
dirigihik 

T renifi wmatore . 

T ran ^ format ore della ere 
tenti oidlhtaie *d 
alta (requeue* 

T randonnatore delk cre- 
renti ogculaiorie 
Dtoporitivo dl transruiv 

in 

Tran woe* litre* di vU~ 
tione per cavalleria 
T ran wnelti tore ad itro- 
piararnto indutttvo 
Tranunettitore acuta* 
meu le tintoniuitn 
Trammel titree umpire . 

Intemittree a marlello . 


Conmutad-ic de segwidad 
contra cakntamiento 
de la an ten a 

Interrupt or antomltico . 
tnterruptor autocBAtico 
del campo 

InterruptoT con conlactOA 
de carbdn 
Conmuiadur . 

Con m ut*doe de aintomt a - 
cion 

Gonxmitador de carga 
iDterruptor ton fuuble , 

IfiterrupTor de cuchillo, 


Interrupts bipolar 

CoruDutador bipolar de 


Cuadro de diktrtboddn 
dr ta y ex. 

1 n ifrruptre del rimpo . 

Intwrupire de alta tea- 
fidn 

Trlonterruptre de alta 


latoTuptor de cuchiUo , 

totsTtipior principal 
Intemiptre con bafio de 
aceite 

lnten-uptor' M de tdralllo 
Interrupter de rotura 

brusca 

intcmiptre monopolar . 
Interrupter tnfiueo 

Ccmmutador de tree pum 

latreruptor para valLi 


Cooiuutador de cambio 
de onda 

Sintooitacido , 
Tetograha tin tuio* tin- 


Sintoatoutore mulliplo . 
Sin ton luax tone della note 
Smtonlfcaairew della note 
e delT onda 

Sint on iaamxione deiU onda 
VafvoU 

ValuoJa a vooto . 
Potauhli 

Vnltnunetro per mrrretc 
altrenata 

VoltoiBftpo a pored ko * 
Voltometro per correntc 
root in na 

Voltometro a ilo caldo • 
ioterrettora per toHo 
(Mtro 

Carre per gll apparecrhl, 

Carre per il genera tore . 

Lungbnzi d'onda . 
Ondametre , 
Irradiamento di rmda 


Meaa dr ap*rato« . 

Dpcobreor d* marttllo 

Telegraiia *in bdo* din- 
gida 

Trantformador * * 

Transformadre de oaciU- 
done* de alta trecu- 
recta 

Trintioruiadre mcilatorio 


Dispoei tivo de trailtmiaipp 

Tranimiare par* eataridn 
de cavalecia 

Trammlaor de acoplaxni- 
mio de induction 

Trvumisa de itntonlva* 
ddn aguda 

Traoamure meitlo 


Umach alter turn bcuen 
der Atitenor 

Selb*itacitgre Scb alter 
Selbattaetlger filagnet- 

aua*cbalter 

Rohlentc halter 

IJouchalter 
Wdloi umac halter 

Ladew baiter 

Sc baiter und Sicberung 
kombinien 
Doppeknreaersr bal ire 


Zwetpoliger Schalter 
Zwrepohgcr Uituchalter 

Schahtafrt fuer C torch und 
Wechutotrren 

\t agoetamachalter 

H ochtpan n un g« h a I ter 

H ochtpatuiung^fem * 

Mrhahre 

llremdidtq 

H*upt*eh altar 
Oelach alter 

Drucktch alter 
M omen lac halter 

T inpol igvnc baiter 
Drcnt trofUK b alter 

3 Wtgt Umschalter 

Volt m t lerumichaiier 

Weitoti Umachalter 

tiittimmung. 
Abititumbare Drabtloee* 
tetographie 


Radiotetograh<ltre Itodie 
n ungittoch (A poarat liacb 1 
Kkmlrr 

Cerichtete Drabtlose Tele 
rraphie 

Ti inaformatre 

UiDfonotr fore Kochfre 
t; urestch wingungea 

Oacd latiootumf ormer 

SendeTanred* img 

K a v afcri aa —daapp—fc 

Gekoppette Sender 

Sc hail abgettiiumt* 


Temblador de 
Zaafa cubtofta par* cabto* 

Tub*> de ftnniti . 


Sintoniaaodci iplutadt > 
Sinfoniudor multiple 
SmtreiiaacRSa de to nota* 
Slntouiuctoa de to note y 
de to onda 

Siolmitacito de to ouda - 
Vilvuto 

VAlvula de redo . 

Volt*je. 

Voltlmetre ct * « 

VolUmetrn aperiddko « 
VolUmetro c.t 

Voliimetrq tdisiJco 
Volt J metro, interrupt or 
para 

Aparatca aobre carrot . 
Dinamo tobn carroa , 


Lreigftud dea 
DndAmetro , 
Fjedtaridn de la* 


■tram 

Apmodiache* Voltmetre 
V id i melee fore Gtoicb 
*trnin 

Hltidriht voltmeter 
Vo| tmeteruoi *chaJter 

Apparatehamn 

Kraftkarren* Kraftwagn 

Welle* faenge 
Walton m*wer 
Autatrahlung dre Wallen, 


m?l L_i 


* > 




-HEY, UA. #AS GRAND FA .TEARING 
THIS AHEM HE FIRST NET GRANDMA ? - 

toe award Ralph C* Folkman 5 86-SGP, on behalf of it.*! 
members the Society *s BLUB RJ8BON for the above 
cartoon. We think it is perhaps the best of tfie 
prodigious number he has so generously furnished 
over the many years * Ralph has the rare ability 
of catching vignettes of experiences in the life 
of a radioman that we all cherish, Few possess 
the gift or are as dedicated to both their art and 
to the Society as Ralph has been* We all delight 
in reviewing his cartoons and we cherish the mem¬ 
ories he brings us in reminiscing our by-gone days 
through his art work. "Ralph, Me all join in 
presenting this Blue Ribbon to gou - Ttianlc you. * 

Sf Bill Breniman - for our members . 


akT*'? "££ *J®r ’ »i 




"What *s all this about AIR POLLUTION ? m asked the S*$. Western States/WBD as 
she huffed and puffed and RLBM HER STACK1 She ^as on the daily run between 
Detroit and Cleveland during the (920*3, Her sister ship. Eastern States ran 
opposite . FUrnisfied by Ralph Folkman * Photo from the Cordo Collection . 


The North Atlantic drove *e« frantic, sane 
sorae operators cl ala ...while the South 
Pacific was terrific ...(With its hula hula 
farae), But thus who served apprentice¬ 
ship... sailing the GfLAT LAKES, got their 
fill of operating skill and a lot of 
•what it takes." £ fo ] 
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THE GREAT 1 AKES tftrs 


Ship's Generator QRM— The Culprit 
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The Erie Episode | 


% 




BY- RALPH C. FOLKMAN ^ 


In this ULTRA MODERN pushbutton age in which we Jive, it f s 
so easy to shove time back — whether be it instant replay of some 
sports action or a nostalgic visit to a long-past period via the late, 
fate movies. 

My method of "going back 11 is less sophisticated- It's done by the 
way of old logbooks, dog-eared journals, and the like. The latest 
forage into the past took me back sixty-four years. Here His: 



ffS INTERRUPT THIS GREAT 

lakes weather report to 

BRING YOU A MESSAGE ?hC 
CUR SFONSCR..... 


The Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company maintained its Great Lakes 
Offices in the fifteen-hundred block on St. Clair Avenue, Cleveland, 
Ohio, in the early twenties. Wireless was comparatively young and 
its practical use aboard ship was rapidly being recognized, with in¬ 
stallations aboard many passenger and freight vessels becoming man¬ 
datory. 

On April 29, 1922, I was sitting in the waiting room, sweating it 
out with several other wireless operators who were seeking ship 
assignments. It was not unlike the scene in a doctor's off ice, except 
that there was no pretty receptionist to announce, "Doctor will see 
you now." 

Instead, we were summoned into the manager's office by a noisy 
buzzer overhead. Fred Siegel, the "boss man" had a telegraph key 
on his desk and would call us, in code, via the buzzer. If one did 
not respond immediately to his name being keyed on the buzzer, he 
lost his turn in the "big office 1 ' where assignment papers were 
waiting. 

Siegel was a dye-in-the-wool code man and believed that operators 
should converse in dots and dashes, their exclusive language. I was 
facing him within seconds after my name buzzed and quickly learned 
that I had drawn the City of Erie, a side-wheel passenger vessel 
plying the night run between Cleveland and Buffalo. Before depart¬ 
ing that office I had the pleasure of meeting and chatting with the 
operator who had served on that ship the previous season. 

"It's a good job,* 1 he explained, "But don't let that 'whining' gen¬ 
erator that lights up the ship get you down. 11 


Back on watcn, tn© whining generator noise still dominant in my 
'phones, I realized that the trouble would have to be corrected at 
my end — I didn't stand a chance in that engineroom down below ! 

If I could just isolate my equipment from the ship's "ground 11 . Then 
I remembered that my wireless receiver might work nicely using a 
"counter-poise" instead of a ground. A counter-poise was actually 
a second antenna below the regular antenna. It had become quite 
popular with hams and in commercial work during the twenties. 

Then I remembered the iron railing that circumvented the ship, com¬ 
ing from way up forward and passing just outside the shack on the 
stern. I uncoiled a length of wire and stepped out onto the deck 
into fog thick as pea soup. Our fog whistle had been blowing at 
frequent intervals as the vessel literally groped its way along to¬ 
wards Buffalo. With the wire clamped to the railing, I fastened 
the other end to the ground post on the big cumbersome Marconi 
receiver, actually transforming that railing into a makeshift counter¬ 
poise under the ship's regular antenna. 

Back inside out of the "thick" weather, I clamped the headphones 
on and immediately noticed that the "genny" noise was gone ? in 
its place, numerous signals were rolling in from ships in the At¬ 
lantic from Maine to Florida and even down in the Gulf. I had 
done it, and without having to deal with the/'tobacco-chewing' 1 
chief! Reception was excellent, through noise-free conditions. At 
six A. M. t disconnected the temporary railing hook up so that 
early-rising passengers on their brisk walds around the decks wouldn't 
stumble over it, and went below for breakfast. 


On the first trip to Buffalo I learned jtot what he had meant! 
Without benefit of loudspeakers in those days, the operator when 
on duty, sat with headphones clamped over his ears, and on the 
ERIE *t meant listening to a continual WOW WOW WOW WOW from 
the main generator that supplied lighting power for the vessel. It 
was not unlike a wavering siren that competed with signals from 
other ships and shore stations around the lower Lakes. 

A sinpte noise filter on that generator, I confidently thought, will 
eliminate the interference, and proceeded to go below to inform 
the enineroom crew of my plans. Face to face with the Chief 
whose visored cap was askew to the left side of his head (balanc¬ 
ing his tobacco-puffed cheek on the right) I explained how I'd 
like to install a noise filter on his generator so we might have soma 
peace in the wreless shack. 

"You're new here, aren't you?" he growled. "We had lights on 
this d>ip many years before that danged wireless came along." 

With his eyes narrowing to mere slits he added, "Now get up to 
your shack and do your job and I'll stay here and do mine!" 


One person was at the officers 1 table in the dining room. The 
ship's pilot, John McCleod, was fussing over black coffee. I could 
see he was in a foul mood so I hit him with "Morning, sir. I've 
got good news that'll cheer you up." I explained how 1 had finally 
solved the problem that had bugged the wireless room, ending with, 
"Now that should make you feel better." 

"I'll bet, he grunted, "that what you did is what caused my pro¬ 
blem!" He shakily explained how the ship, in this dense fog, had 
strayed way off course and, as the fog partially lifted, our star¬ 
board paddle wheel was stirring up mud from the bottom off Dun¬ 
kirk, New York. Nothing like this had ever happened before. Be¬ 
side the dangerous aspect, the incident had seriously dented the 
pilot's pride. We arranged to repeat the railing hook-up when 
safety tied to the dock in Buffalo. 

McCleod watched the compass as I connected the wire back aft, 
then he trotted back and breathlessly explained how the compass 
had done flip-flops when contact was made. "For Gawd's sake," 
he gasped, don't ever do that again while we are underway, no 
matter how well it makes your wireless work. And don't mention 
this to a soul, — I've got a lot of explaining to do in the ship's 
log!" 



The Off of at Toledo. Ohio, ITn*ti^tii|>lt liy I.. W SuHivun, iimfUtv thi hunt V tUmk* 



A week later, thinking all was forgiven and forgotten, I jokingly 
mentioned that I was working on a device to clean up the noise 
problem — but he never let me finish. To him it was still a 
touchy subject. He hurriedly left the dining room, his cakes and 
sausage uneaten. 

Eventually, through proper channels, the counterpoise system went 
into service and the compass was recalibrated to meet the new 
condition. Although for obviously good reasons our dining room 
conversations never again touched on the subject, both ends of the 
CITY OF ERIE were now happy! 

# # * # 

From INLAND SEAS, quarterly Journal of the Great Lakes His¬ 
torical Society, vol. 32 Winter 1976 p* 294. Wm D. Ellis, Editor 
Phone: (Cleveland) 216/835-9930. 

Researched by Ero Erickson (312) 685-6641 


Mr. Ralph C. Folkman W8AF, is a native of Cleveland who served as 
wireless operator on many Great Lakes vessels during the 1920*$ 
and for 38 years in the radio control room and CW section of the 
Cleveland Police Department's low frequency AM station WRBH 
which he designed and built. He is an excellent cartoonist, much 
of his work having been published by the Society of Wireless 
Pioneers, Santa Rosa, CA, of which he is a Director. 
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INLAND SEAS PASSENGER & CRUISE SHIPS - 1920'S 



sa® 


S.S. Mil TOII-VFV 

Michigan Transportation Co. 1.1."lay* Warner Colleetioi 


S.S. VIIGIIIA . wri 

Goodrich SS.lines. MUwaikee Bo*e fort, lator Col. Green's Yacht. 



S.S.CITY OF GRMD IAPI0S - WDS 

Goodrich SS.Lines Chicago, Grand have, Njskegon, Grand Rapids Route. 



S.S. IDRIH UID - WCt 

lorthern S.S. Co., I.T. "lay" Warner, 21J-SGY Collect(nn 



S.S. ALABAM - WFI 

Goodrich transit Co. Georgian Bay, Green Bay, Mackinac l the Sod. 


The SCIENTIFIC & HISTORICAL RECORD OF THE EARLY DAYS OF WIRELESS 
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**★★**★* The "Wireless"^ Our £roud Heritage /**★**★** 
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Newsletters from the Society of Wireless Pioneers, founded 196B 
- Dedicated to the History of Seagoing Wireless Operators - 

Special thanks to the following 1 for these documents; 

Key [SK = Silent Key, SGP = Spark Gap Pioneers, P " Pioneers, 

V - Veteran, M - Member, Sparks - Worked at Sea) 

(SK) Ed Raser, W2ZI, Radio Pioneer, Sparks, SOWP 835-SGP 
(SK) ^ill Gould, K2NP, Radio Pioneer, Sparks, SCWP #5S5-P 
(SK) Matty Camillo. W2WG, Sparks, SOWP #750-SGP 
(SK) Dare Robinson, WB2EVA, Sparks, SOWP #2 284-SGP 
(SK) Ray Brooke, K2LTX, Sparks, SOWP #13@7-P 
Olive Jesse Roeckner, VA6ERA, Sparks, SOWP #2091-V 
Spud Roscoe, VE1BC, Sparks, SOWP #2301-M 
David J. Ring, Jr., N1EA, Sparks, SOWP#3709JV1 
Steven Rosenfeld, Infoage Librarian, Tech at WOO 

Digital media® John Dilks, K2TQN, 2012 



































































